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U.S. and Europe Online Lesson Plan  
 

 
Overview of Lesson Plan: 
 
In this lesson students will learn about the importance of transatlantic trade between the U.S. and EU.  
They will explore the perspectives and reactions American and European consumers have to genetically 
modified food, engage in a debate about these positions, create a commercial encouraging or 
discouraging GM foods, and write a position paper from the perspective of a EU country.  
 
Objectives: 
 
By the end of this lesson students will be able to: 
 

1. Learn about the reactions of EU to genetically modified foods. 
2. Take on the perspectives of various groups in Europe and the United States with a vested interest 

in genetically modified foods.  
3. Create a television commercial encouraging or discouraging consumers to eat GM foods. 
4. Perform and evaluate these commercials.  
5. Research the positions of eight EU countries and present their research findings in position papers.  

 
Activities/ Procedures:  
 
Warm Up – [Journaling Prompt] 

 
“(The EU) has perpetuated a trade barrier which impedes the global use of a technology that could be 
of great benefit to farmers and consumers around the world.” 
-Robert Zoellick, U.S. Trade Representative  
 
“If this attempt succeeds, the US will force GM foods onto European markets regardless of the wishes of 
consumers.”  
-Linda Stupples, Friends of the Earth  
 

The U.S. accounts for the lion's share of GM crops grown worldwide, with three quarters of all GM crops 
in the world now being planted on American soil. American exports of corn, cotton and soybeans -- large 
percentages of which are genetically modified -- constitute a significant share of the $6.3 billion annual 
value of U.S. agricultural exports to the EU. Those exports could be severely impacted by a European 
proposal that advanced today to require strict labeling and traceability of all food and animal feed 
containing more than 0.5 percent GM ingredients. 
 
European markets were responsible for at least half of American companies’ global earnings and 
European businesses have two thirds of all holding of foreign companies in the American economy.    
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Washington has brought a complaint against the European Union for refusing to allow the sale of 
genetically modified (GM) food or crops, escalating trade tensions between the world's two biggest 
economic blocs.  
 
Write the following quote from Ronald Tiersky’s article: 
 
 “There is more European investment in Texas alone than all U.S. investment in Japan.” 
 

The United States - and twelve other agricultural exporting nations - want the EU to repeal its five-year 
moratorium on GM foods, or face trade sanctions under World Trade Organization (WTO) rules.  

 
Activity One – [Research] 
 
Break students up into eight groups.  Assign each group one of the following countries: US, Great Britain, 
Germany, Belgium, France, Switzerland, and Brazil.  Have each group research the position of their 
country on genetically modified foods.  Have students research how this position has affected the 
economy of the country and whether this position has affected the perception of neighboring countries.  
 
Activity Two – [Position Paper] 
 
After students have completed their research, have each group compose a brief position paper clearly 
detailing their designated country’s position on the issue of cultivation and sale of genetically modified 
foods.  Have each group share their paper to the class and allow the students to debate one another as 
representatives of their assigned nations.  
 
Activity Three – [Commercial Spot] 
 
Have each student design a 30 second television commercial.  The commercial should either convince 
European consumers to buy and eat genetically engineered food or convince American consumers not to 
buy and eat genetically engineered food. Students may videotape their commercials or perform them in 
front of the class.  After each commercial discuss whether or not it successfully supported their position.  
What facts, reasons and examples were used to persuade the audience?  
 
 
Wrap Up/Homework:  
 
Write a letter to the EU or the USDA.  Request information on their plans for future policy on genetically 
modified foods. Make suggestions for a policy position based upon your research. 
 
Evaluation/ Assessment: 
 
Students will be evaluated based on initial journal entries, participation in class and group discussions, 
thoughtful participation in group research and class debate, and persuasive commercials.  
 
Further Questions for Discussion: 
 
--What are some fears that the EU has about genetically modified foods? 



Foreign Policy Association 
www.fpa.org 

3

 
--Looking to the future, will the EU be more of a partner or a competitor with the U.S.?  
 
-- What items other than foods have been genetically modified? Why? What have been the results? 
 
--Why do you think Americans and Europeans react so differently to genetically modified foods?  
 
--What do some British newspapers mean by referring to genetically modified foods as “Frankenfood?” 
 
--Should there be international law regulating genetically modified food? Why or why not?  
 
 
Extension Activities:  
 

1. Study the ways organic farmers try to increase the size and yield of crops.  What are the costs and 
benefits of these approaches? 

 
 

2. Trace the origins of one food item from your last meal.  Interview the grocer from whom it was 
purchases and trace it back to the farm from where it originated.   

 
 

3. Research the claim that genetically engineered crops are more susceptible to disease, pests and 
other disasters.  

 
 

4. Many religions require followers to avoid certain foods.  Select one major religion and outline 
their food restrictions and the reasons for these restrictions.  

 
 

5. Watch the film “Jurassic Park”.  Have your students develop a series of discussion questions for 
younger students about the ethics and potential consequences of genetic engineering.  

 
 

Resources:  
Are Bioengineered Foods Safe? (www.cfsan.fda.gov/) provides answers for the consumer from the Food 
and Drug Administration.  
 
Greenpeace True Food Campaign (www.truefood.org/) aims to ban genetically modified foods and phase 
out industrial farming in favor of organic techniques.  
 
Biotechnology in Food and Agriculture (www.fao.org) features news, overviews of biotechnology in 
agriculture, fisheries and livestock and official statements from the U.N. Food and Agriculture 
Organization.  
 
The Pew Initiative on Food and Biotechnology (http://pewagbiotech.org/agtopics/index.php?TopicID=4) 
offers many links to events, papers, issues briefs and facts sheets on this topic.  
 

http://www.cfsan.fda.gov/
http://www.truefood.org/
http://www.fao.org/
http://pewagbiotech.org/agtopics/index.php?TopicID=4
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