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n 2008 the Foreign Policy Association
marked its 90th year of public education in world aﬀairs. This anniversary
was celebrated with a sense of heightened
purpose and with confidence that the coming years leading up to our centennial will be
among the Association’s best.
Our confidence derives from our
expanded capabilities to engage the public
in general and educators and students in
particular. Underpinning our programmatic
outreach is the conviction that education is
key to a robust constitutional democracy.
In the words of former Supreme Court
Justice Sandra Day O’Connor, “Knowledge
about our government is not handed down
through the gene pool. Every generation
has to learn it, and we have some work to
do.”
There has never been a greater need
to detoxify partisan politics and to unite
the country behind an enlightened foreign
policy that advances the national interest.
Indeed, an intelligent foreign policy has
never been more critical to the well-being of
every American. We cannot aﬀord to kick
the can down the road on critical transnational issues.
It has been said that it is easy to meet
expectations if you have lowered them
enough. Great leaders, as opposed to merely good leaders, raise the bar on national
goals. Great leaders have the capacity to inspire and to mobilize the public to meet the
challenges of the times. Increasingly, such
leaders must have the vision to place their
people in a planetary perspective. Negotiating the challenges and the opportunities
of a global economy requires preparation,

strengths and strains of multilateral institutions are being tested in ways the creators of
our fraying international system could not
have imagined. The Internet is altering the
balance between participatory and representative democracy. A dense mesh of civil
society is transforming global dialogue.
Against this backdrop, the Foreign
Policy Association enters its centennial
decade with a renewed commitment to
engagement, access, and inclusion.
We would like to take this opportunity
to recognize the Foreign Policy Association
chairmanship of Gonzalo de Las Heras. We
do not indulge in hyperbole when we say
that his visionary leadership over the last
five years launched the Association’s “Age
of Pericles.” He presided over our Board of
Directors with aplomb and was an unfailing source of wisdom and encouragement.
While we are sorry to see him step down as
chairman, we are pleased that he will remain
engaged with the Association by staying on
our Board.
We deeply regret the passing of our Director and Treasurer John Hatab. His fifteen
years of dedicated service on our Board, the
last five as treasurer, were exemplary. John
combined rectitude with humility in a most
disarming way. We regret that this year also
saw the passing of former Directors Leonard
Marks and Arthur Ross. We will long be
inspired by their strong commitment to our
mission.

MARY L. BELKNAP
ACTING CHAIRMAN

M ESSAGE FROM THE CHAIRMAN AND THE PRESIDENT

discipline, and optimism. It also requires
a commitment to excellence in education,
excellence in government, and excellence in
the private sector.
Much as the United States has advanced
the cause of globalization around the world,
it remains disturbingly parochial when contrasted, for example, to the countries of the
European Union or to those of the Association of Southeast Asian Nations. What is troubling about our online networking culture
is that, at this late date, so many people are
wired and yet disconnected from the greater
world beyond America’s shores. Global markets now account for a larger percentage of
revenues for many American companies than
domestic markets. Knowledge of the world
and the values and aspirations of its inhabitants is not a luxury but a necessity.
Investing in our young people has
never been more vital. Marilyn Carlson
Nelson, who recently joined our Board of
Directors, observes, “The contribution the
Foreign Policy Association makes to informing debate on, and understanding of, global
issues and to providing a broad-based curriculum for colleges is dramatic; one might
say it is essential if Americans are to be truly
informed and engaged in our nation’s role in
the world.”
At home and abroad there is change
afoot. The world cries for a New Deal on a
global scale. Make no mistake: the tectonic
plates of geopolitics are economic. A world
in which the few live supremely well and
the many in abject poverty is a world that is
bound to experience seismic upheaval.
The end of the Cold War has only served to
highlight the fragility of world peace. The

NOEL V. LATEEF
PRESIDENT AND CEO
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The Case for American
Engagement in the World

Delivered to the
Foreign Policy Association
October 19, 1998

Hillary Rodham Clinton

T

his is a special occasion for me personally
and for the Foreign Policy Association, as it
celebrates 80 years of service to the people
of our country. It has stood for engagement in the
world for all of those 80 years. I recalled reading,
in preparation for coming here, that the nineteen
brave individuals who decided to form the Foreign
Policy Association back in 1918 ﬁrst called
themselves the “Committee on Nothing at All,”
because they weren’t exactly sure how to proceed.
The United States, up until then, had not
been known for its engagement around the
world, and FPA’s founders were not sure how
to go about supporting the League of Nations.
They then named themselves the “League of
Pre-Nations Association” to build public support
for the League. While they may not have won
that ﬁrst battle, they did begin to understand the
importance of citizens being part of the foreign
policy decision-making apparatus in our country.
So today we celebrate FPA’s ﬁrst 80 years,
and we remember all of the people, starting
in 1918, who understood what all of you here
understand: in a democracy, all of us need to
be aware of our role in the world. Particularly as
citizens of the United States as we end this 20th
century, we need to know more about what is
happening around the world, and we need to lend
our voices to the discussions and debates that are
occurring.
I want to speak tonight about what FPA has
done, why it has always been important, and why I
would argue that it is even more important today.
I don’t need to tell this group that we are living in
a complicated and confusing time in international
relations. The fact that we call this period in
which we are living the post-Cold War era is
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only one indication that while we know where we
no longer are, we don’t yet know where we are or
where we are heading.
The world has changed so rapidly in less than
a decade that we have had little time to catch
our breath, let alone change our strategies and
institutions to meet the new challenges ahead. As
Albert Einstein, quoted in the most recent edition of
Foreign Policy Forum, once said, “The world we have
created today has problems which cannot be solved
by thinking the way we thought when we created
them.”
INCLINATIONS TO PULL INWARD

As often happens in a time of rapid change,
there is a natural inclination to draw inward a
bit and pull back from the obligations around us
while we take stock and to think that maybe there
isn’t much we can accomplish and maybe we
should just attend to business at home. Yet every
day we see how profoundly interconnected—
even interdependent—we are in this new era of
globalization. We only have to think of the current
international economic crisis, or the extraordinary
boom in worldwide communications, to realize how
intertwined our destinies have become.
Whether we are pessimistic or optimistic
about the forces of globalization, those forces are
here to stay. They are facts. We cannot stop the
clock. We can’t do away with computers, cut off
the Internet, prevent jet travel from occurring, or
stop the mass media from bringing messages of
different cultures to remote parts of the world. But
what we can do, and what FPA has been doing for
so long, is to help ourselves and to help our fellow
citizens understand the stakes we have in building
the stable, prosperous, democratic world that we all

want and that the United States must take a lead in
creating.
I have been privileged in the last several years
to travel around the world, both with my husband
and on my own. I have been in many places where
I have seen ﬁrst-hand newly emerging democracies
begin to take hold, ﬁnd their footing, stumble,
regain their footing, and try to go forward. I have
been exposed to many different people who look to
the United States for leadership and are bewildered
by what they sometimes see as mixed messages
coming from our government, our media, and our
society.
THE RESILIENCE OF DEMOCRACY

businesses, and helping to provide loans and
credit that enable them to get businesses up and
going. Women entrepreneurs explained to me in
great detail that these programs are one reason
they are able to be successful.
The American College and the American
High School educated Bulgarians for many years
and then were closed because of the Communist
takeover. They did not reopen until 1990 and are
now educating a new generation of Bulgarian
students for the new future that awaits them.
Over and over again, I was thanked for American
help and American expertise that came not only
from our government, but also from business,
academia, labor groups, and not-for-proﬁt
organizations that had been there for them and
had been engaged.
EMERGING CIVIL SOCIETIES

In the Czech Republic, when I was there a
few years ago, I met with people just beginning to
form nongovernmental organizations and ﬁnding
their way in a newly constructed civil society.
They didn’t know much about how to ﬁll the
space between the government and the economy
that we call civil society. And they were worried
that they wouldn’t be able to do it.
Upon my return visit, I met with some of
the same people, who told me with great pride
about what they had accomplished on behalf of
the arts, culture, health, medical research, and in
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And yet I have also been heartened by how
resilient the forces of democracy seem to be. I
recently returned from a trip to Bulgaria and
the Czech Republic. In both of those countries,
whether I was meeting with university students or
political leaders, talking with women entrepreneurs
in a local bakery, or just walking the streets and
talking to citizens, I saw ﬁrst-hand how both of
those societies are responding to the tremendous
challenges they face.
In Bulgaria I met with the new political
leadership that has taken hold and is attempting to
reverse the stumbles of the ﬁrst years of freedom.
In the Czech Republic I met with both the President
and the Prime Minister, who are attempting to
continue the forward progress that they have made
and to consolidate it further.
I saw in the eyes of many people the optimism
and determination that comes with freedom and
responsibility. And yet I know how important it is
that the United States has been engaged in those
two countries.
I could pick many countries as examples.
Through a USAID program in Bulgaria, for example,
we are working with entrepreneurs, teaching them
basic business techniques, helping them start

Today we celebrate the Foreign
Policy Association’s ﬁrst 80
years, and we remember all of
the people, starting in 1918, who
understood what FPA understands:
in a democracy, all of us need to be
aware of our role in the world.

The Case for American
Engagement in the World
(Continued)

so many other ares. They were ﬁnding their legs.
They thanked me, and they asked me to thank the
many Americans who had helped them.
Next door in Slovakia, when I visited just
a few years ago, I saw just how dangerously
close that country was to falling back into
authoritarianism because of its leadership.
When I met with nongovernmental organizations
there, the leaders were there despite threats and
intimidation from the government. They were
told not to meet with me, not to be open with me,
and not to tell me the truth about what they were
trying to do to reverse environmental degradation
and to teach people how to be voters and citizens
in a newly free country.
All of us were worried about what would
happen in Slovakia. But because of the
determination of the country’s people—and,
again, because of many Americans in private,
professional, and public capacities who spent
time democracy-building and working with
nongovernmenal organizations and students—
the government was turned out in free elections.
There was a great sense of accomplishment
among the Slovaks with whom I met in the Czech
Republic, because they had seen ﬁrst-hand what
they could do to make democracy work for them.
And again they thanked me and asked me to thank
Americans for engagement that helped them
understand how to take back their own destiny.
ENGAGEMENT AND RESPONSIBILITY

But ﬁnally, when the dust settled, the President
and Administration were able to see some real
accomplishments. Signiﬁcant progress was made
toward the President’s goal after very hard and
long struggles.
First and foremost, the Administration
won the full $18 billion it had been requesting to
replenish the International Monetary Fund. It also
got increased funds for the export-import bank in
the amount of $109 million. That is an important,
symbolic as well real, statement about our role in
helping to stem the global ﬁnancial crisis.
More assistance will be going to the
newly independent states, a very important
American priority. We also saw increases in AID
development funds, up $70 million over last year’s
commitment. And there were dramatic gains in
funding for the African and Asian development
banks. The funds will come at critical times for
these regions. We also won more funding for
the Peace Corps, another important symbol of
American engagement.
Yet our nation’s foreign policy agenda also
suffered losses. Once again, Congress refused to
pay our debts to the United Nations, whose work
is essential to peace and stability in our world.
The issue of paying our U.N. arrears remains
entangled in the issue of family planning overseas.
I respect those who in good faith are against family
planning. But that is not an issue to be tangled
with whether or not we fulﬁll our obligations to the
United Nations. We should not, and we cannot,

When my plane landed back at home, I saw
that once again the Congress was engaged in
the debate about how to allocate our nation’s
resources. Behind all that discussion about
appropriations, there are some very important
values. Just how will we be engaged? Will we take
on the responsibility that has fallen to us?
The situation was touch-and-go, as many
of you know who followed this debate. There
was reluctance to fund our basic responsibilities.

There are great beneﬁts that we
derive from working on multilateral
efforts such as peace-keeping. We
have to make sure that the ideals
that we profess here at home in the
United States are put into practice
around the world as well.
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What is America’s role? How best
can we deﬁne it? How, going back
to the roots of the Foreign Policy
Association and to those nineteen
great founding individuals, would
we explain our mission today?
continue to fail to pay our dues because of this
unrelated issue. It should be unacceptable to all
Americans, of any political persuasion, that the
richest and most powerful country in the world is
the number one debtor to the United Nations.
We suffered another defeat. Not one dime
went to the United Nations International Family
Planning Program. I don’t know how to best
make this argument persuasively with those who,
for both political and personal reasons, oppose
family planning and use it to undermine our
capacity to pay our arrears to the United Nations.
I have personally been in clinics all over the
world, where family planning is not only helping
women gain authority and dignity in their own
lives, but is actually decreasing the abortion rate.
The argument against the U.N. Family Planning
Program has no inherent logic to it. By refusing
to fund decent family-planning services, we force
women to fall back on abortion as the familyplanning choice. I would hope that the Congress,
when it reconvenes, will once again visit this issue.

I have seen, as many of you have, how a
real difference can be made in the lives of people
through a relatively small amount of assistance. We
obviously are putting our major focus on increasing
trade and investment, but assistance often goes
hand-in-hand with making trade and investment
successful and creating a climate in which trade and
investment can thrive.
I have seen from Nicaragua to Uganda how
small loans, for example, subsidized and backed by
our government through USAID or the not-for-proﬁt
sector and encouraged by our government, have
transformed the lives of poor women and improved
the living standards of entire communities.
I have met, in places like Bolivia, with
expectant mothers learning how to care for
themselves and their babies in primary healthcare
centers run by a nongovernmental organization
with government support, again because of
the help we provided. In many of the newly
independent states, I have seen how the difﬁcult
transition to free markets and democracy has been
supported by our development efforts. The other
side of the coin, I have seen, is what happens when
we have not come forward, when we have not
exercised leadership.
Here we are at the end of this century,
at the beginning of a new one and even a new
millennium, and we have to ask ourselves: What
is America’s role? How best can we deﬁne it?
How, going back to the roots of FPA and to those
nineteen great founding individuals, would we
explain our mission today?

INTERNATIONAL ASSISTANCE REALITIES
ENGAGEMENT IN THE GLOBAL ECONOMY

We have to ﬁrst recognize, as my husband has
said on several occasions, that the United States
cannot pretend to be an island of prosperity in
the global economy. We have to demonstrate to
ourselves, to Congress, and to the world that we
are not only engaged because we care about the
rest of the world, but we are engaged because it
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There are accomplishments in the current
budget as well as losses, but overall we have to
recognize that development assistance is at the
lowest levels since World War II. In real dollar
terms, USAID’s budget is 30 percent lower than it
was in 1982. The agency had to cut its staff by onethird. And total foreign affairs spending is down 43
percent from 1982 in real dollars.

The Case for American
Engagement in the World
(Continued)

is in our interests. There are great beneﬁts that we
derive from working on multilateral efforts such as
peace-keeping. We have to make sure that the ideals
that we profess here at home in the United States are
put into practice around the world as well.
It’s one of the great paradoxes of our foreign
policy situation that we know that the American
people, in poll after poll, are far more supportive
of engagement than their representatives in
Congress would have us believe. I have seen
the research surveys and studied the data. If
Americans are asked whether they want to
help people oversees and support international
organizations such as the United Nations, in
great numbers they answer, “Yes.”
They also believe that we are doing far more
than we are. They think that foreign assistance
is the single largest item in the federal budget.
In fact, economic and humanitarian assistance
abroad makes up less than one-half of one percent
of the federal budget. And the United States
lags behind all other industrialized nations when
foreign assistance spending is considered as a
percentage of GNP.
PARADOX OF AMERICAN BELIEFS

So how do we explain the paradox of
an American public that supports effective
engagement yet believes that we are spending far
more than we are in bringing that about? One of
the roles that the FPA has always had is to get the
facts to the American public, to do away with the
misperceptions, to clear the air, and to try to get
a clear channel to people so that the discussion
about what we should be doing and what our
responsibilities are can be carried out accurately.
The work that you have done in the past has been
very important to that effort, but we have a lot of
work ahead of us. We need to do much more to
try to make sure that Americans who intuitively
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know we should be engaging and leading and
cooperating with other nations, and working with
organizations like the United Nations, get the facts
straight, so that they then can interact with their
representatives and discuss why they support many
of the programs that I have referred to.
We have to raise the interest that Americans
have to a newer and higher level of intensity and
commitment. What so often happens is that
although Americans do support issues such
as paying our dues to the United Nations, the

How do we explain the paradox of an
American public that supports effective engagement yet believes that we
are spending far more than we are in
bringing it about? One of the roles
FPA has always had is to get the facts
to the American public.
constituency that speaks for such Americans is
woefully small and silent. There is not a great
outpouring of concern about paying our U.N. dues
whenever the issue comes up in Congress. All
those American citizens who care about this issue
are not organized, and their voices are not being
heard in a way that affects policy.
OPPORTUNITIES FOR EXPLANATION

So we have an opportunity. The Foreign Policy
Association as well as the rest of the country has
an opportunity to explain clearly the advantages
of engagement around the world. We have an
opportunity to talk about the commercial and
economic advantages of opening up markets, creating
jobs, and advancing Americans’ economic well-being.
We have an opportunity to talk about how foreign
assistance is critical to combating global problems
that directly threaten the interests of Americans—
whether it is the spread of infectious diseases, air

and water and land pollution, global climate change,
population growth, or the ﬂight of refugees.
We have such an opportunity today. What
is it we can tell our fellow citizens? First, I would
make the argument that we have a great stake
in what happens around the world, for both
national security and economic reasons. You have
discussed many important issues in the Great
Decisions program, and I would urge that we do
everything we can to expand the impact and the
reach of that program. I would urge that we spawn
as many imitators as we possibly can to try to
create much more interest in, activity around, and
discussion of foreign policy objectives and reasons
for our involvement.
HUMANIZING INTERNATIONAL ASSISTANCE

We are now bringing those lessons home
to America. I recently met with lower-income
Americans in inner-city Washington, D.C., who
felt they had been left out of the mainstream of
economic life here at home. No bank would lend
them money to start their businesses or expand
their small home operations. They didn’t know
where to turn. The only places they could have
gone were the loan shark operations, and they
weren’t going to do that. So FINCA, a group that
previously only dealt with the poorest of the poor,
is now working with Americans to help them get
credit and build their businesses.
I’ve also visited neighborhoods in places like
Baltimore, where grassroots strategies to immunize
children that were pioneered in places like Nairobi,
Kenya, are being used. And we’ve seen incredible
increases in child immunization rates. We know
that bringing home lessons of how to reach hardto-reach families to make sure they immunize
their children is something we would never have
pioneered alone in the United States, but we
learned from our development assistance.
In addition to humanizing those kinds of
lessons without borders, I think we need to put
a human face on a lot of the dilemmas that we
confront around the world today. Just a few quick

The Foreign Policy Association
and the rest of the country has an
opportunity to explain clearly the
advantages of engagement around the
world. We have an opportunity to talk
about the advantages of opening up
markets, creating jobs, and advancing
Americans’ well-being.
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I think we also have to humanize, even
personalize, our foreign assistance and foreign
assistance and foreign relations stories. It
sometimes causes eyes to glaze over if we start
talking about the issues around the world in
abstract ways. But I have found that if we can put
issues into stories, symbolic stories, about why we
are involved in certain places around the world, we
can catch Americans’ attention.
When I talk, for example, about the USAID
program called Lessons Without Borders,
Americans are amazed that we are now bringing
things home to help our own citizens which we
learned overseas. Two examples: We have really
pioneered microcredit around the world, building on
the example of the Grameen Bank in Bangladesh.
We have many organizations working with USAID
to provide small loans and extend credit to many
people who are credit-worthy but without collateral.
One of those groups, called FINCA International,
I have seen working miracles from Nicaragua to
Uganda on behalf of credit. This work builds not
only family incomes, but self-conﬁdence. It creates
citizens out of people who before didn’t understand
their role in a democracy.

BRINGING LESSONS HOME

The Case for American
Engagement in the World
(Continued)

examples: On my last trip to Russia, I traveled
beyond Novosibirsk to one of the closed Russian
academic centers. I made a speech at the
university there in front of people who just a few
years ago were among the highest-status citizens
in the former Soviet Union. They were applied
mathematicians and physicists, some of the
people who had created the space program and
built the great industrial machine of the Soviet
Union. Now, of course, many of them no longer
have much work to do. They were uncertain about
the new world that they’re a part of. Many of them
had advocated for democracy, and now they didn’t
know what it had brought to them.
I sat down with three generations of a family:
the grandfather, an applied mathematician;
the grandmother, a research librarian; the two
daughters, now both teachers of English; and the
two grandsons; as well as the son-in-law. We
sat in their apartment, and we talked about how
they see Russia today. The grandfather was very
pessimistic. He said, “It’s just not what I expected
at all. I thought democracy would bring great
opportunity. I don’t see that happening. And never
before did I have to worry about things like my
bicycle being stolen. Now it’s been stolen twice.”
One of the daughters interrupted and said, “Daddy,
don’t you remember what it was like before? We
had to get up at 2 o’clock in the morning to stand in
line for butter. It is so much better now. We have
so many more opportunities.” And the grandfather
said, “But my bike gets stolen.”
RECOGNIZING FAULT LINES

In this conversation, you could see the fault
lines in what is happening in Russia clearly and,
perhaps for me, more persuasively than anything
I had read in the mass media in following the
ﬁnancial and political challenges. How do we
contribute to the environment in a country that
had to change so fast and change so much, where
people feel that they can invest in the future and it
will get better for them and their children?

14 | FOREIGN POLICY ASSOCIATION

The same appears in Africa, where in so many
different settings I have seen people struggling
to understand democracy, being stymied in some

In so many African settings I have
seen people struggling to understand
democracy, being stymied
in some respects and being very
hopeful in others. But I was particularly pleased to see that where we are
helping people to understand
democracy, it is working.
respects and being very hopeful in others. But I was
particularly pleased to see that where we are helping
people to understand democracy, it is working. In
a village in Senegal I watched as women performed
for me the skit that they perform in their village
and other villages to explain what democracy is all
about. They act out roles of people speaking up.
They act out people voting, and they took on a very
difﬁcult challenge as a result of their education about
democracy. They took on the challenge of ending
female circumcision in their village, going against
ancient tradition and custom. But they have learned
their lessons well, from a USAID-sponsored grantee,
who empowered them to make sure their voices
could be heard. When I came back to Senegal with
my husband, I learned that out of that small village
had grown a movement. Some of the men had
been enlisted and began traveling to other villages,
where the skit was performed for more people and
where all of a sudden the President of the country
was petitioned to pass a law ending the female
circumcision custom.
So I have seen both ends of the dilemmas of
democracy. I would like to have more Americans
understand what is happening in those personal
terms. If more Americans could see what I have
seen, they would come away not only gratiﬁed and

pleased by what the accomplishments we have
been able to help others make have meant to
them, but Americans also would be more willing
to support the kind of grassroots engagement that
builds relationships and creates a real bedrock for
democracy in country after country.
BREAKING THROUGH IDEOLOGICAL WALLS

FUTURE STRUCTURES AND INSTITUTIONS

As we began to create the structure that we
now look to to lead us into the future—the United

We certainly have some very good
examples from the past. One of my
favorites is what happened related to
the Marshall Plan. Leaders such as
Harry Truman and George Marshall
not only had the vision to devise
the plan, but they understood how
difficult it would be to sell the plan.
They enlisted literally hundreds of
Americans, from business executives
to academics to religious leaders, to
speak in every small town.
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I also believe that if we were able to humanize
foreign policy issues better than we have in recent
times, we would have much more response from the
Congress, because Members of Congress would also
begin to understand these issues. Remember, we
have 100 members of the House of Representatives
who have never had a passport. We have the
majority leader of the House of Representatives
saying, “Why does one need a passport? I left the
country to go to Europe once in 1982, and that was
enough for me.” Unless we can break through that
kind of ideological wall with stories of human interest,
with stories people can understand, our task will be
harder than it needs to be.
We will have to think about the challenges
we face in order to make sure that the work of the
Foreign Policy Association does all that it can do
to give us the support we need. We certainly have
some very good examples from the past. One
of my favorites is what happened related to the
Marshall Plan. Leaders such as Harry Truman and
George Marshall not only had the vision to devise
the plan, but they understood how difﬁcult it would
be to sell the plan. They therefore enlisted literally
hundreds of Americans, from business executives
to academics to religious leaders, to speak in every
small town and on every college campus they could
reach to talk about what was at stake. And out of
that great commitment to public education at the
end of World War II came not only the Marshall
Plan, but also support for U.S. leadership.

Nations, the World Bank, the IMF, and NATO—
certainly we’re going to have to take a hard look
again at whether or not we have the structures
and institutions we need and whether they are
functioning as well as they should. In order to
bring that about, we need something comparable
in terms of a public-education effort.
I would challenge ﬁrst the Congress to
live up to its commitments, to pay our debts,
to maintain support for international lending
institutions, to boost funding for programs like
AID, to understand how important it is to support
rhetorically America’s engagement in the worId,
and to reach out to America’s citizens to be part of
that engagement.
I would challenge business leaders to be sure
that they support America’s leadership around
the world. I have found, unfortunately, that there
has been a drop-off in elite opinion support for
foreign engagement. Many business leaders
today spend more time traveling around the world
than their predecessors did a generation ago, but
they speak up less on behalf of what we need
to do to maintain our engagement, and they are
not involved in helping to educate their peers or
supporting programs in Congress.

The Case for American
Engagement in the World
(Continued)

I would challenge the media to increase their
coverage of foreign affairs, which has fallen off so
dramatically in recent years. It is difﬁcult for us to
point ﬁngers at Americans if they don’t know what
is going on unless there is a crisis or a humanitarian
disaster. Churches and humanitarian groups,
nongovernmental organizations, foundations, and
others have to do more to make sure their work
is leveraged and linked. There are lessons all of us
can learn from what many have been doing abroad
for many years, and now is the time to share those
lessons and try to make more of them to reach
even more Americans, as well as doing the work
now being done.

Nations, she spoke to a high school forum in New
York City. She urged students to learn more about
the languages and cultures of other nations and
also to work on problems and conﬂicts right there
in their own neighborhoods. “What we do at
home in our communities,” she said, “builds the
kind of nation we have and the kind of inﬂuence
that nation is going to have in the international
arena.” We have to pay attention to that good
advice. We have to model living together
peacefully, respecting our diversity, and being
open to new ideas if that is what we hope and
expect the rest of the world to do as well.
FOUNDING PRINCIPLES AND CURRENT CHALLENGES

If we stick to our founding principles,
educate ourselves, and engage the
interest of Americans in debating
our new role in the world, then I am
convinced America will once again
rise to the challenge.
REACHING OUT TO YOUNG PEOPLE

Most of all, I think we have to reach out
to young people. We have to be sure that
they understand what is at stake in American
engagement. I want to commend the Foreign
Policy Association’s Great Decisions program,
which since 1954 has done so much to attract
the interests of all citizens, but especially young
people. I recently read a letter from a student who
had participated in the program, and she wrote, “I
continue to regard the Great Decisions program
as one of the few opportunities an undergraduate
has to have a meaningful impact on foreign policy,
both by educating others about contemporary
issues and encouraging good citizenship through
the promotion of discussion.”
More than 50 years ago, when Eleanor
Roosevelt was pressing her case for the United
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We celebrate this year the 50th Anniversary
of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights.
And we face unparalleled opportunities to share
the world’s prosperity and growth and to continue
the march of human rights and democracy around
the globe. Like those who ﬁrst decided to create
the remarkable Foreign Policy Association, we may
not always know how to proceed. But if we stick
to our founding principles, educate ourselves, and
engage the interest of Americans in debating our
new role in the world, then I am convinced that
America will once again rise to the challenge, that
our leadership in the world will remain ﬁrm and
conﬁdent in the 21st century, and that America’s
best days will be ahead of us because we will have
learned how to be global neighbors in our new
global neighborhood.

Hillary Rodham Clinton served as New York’s
junior senator from 2001 to 2009, and Congress
confirmed her as U.S. secretary of state in January
2009. She delivered these remarks, when she was
first lady, at a Foreign Policy Association dinner in
her honor on October 19, 1998 in New York City.

Excerpt from

The President’s
Awesome Challenges
Senator Chuck Hagel
Republican of Nebraska
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Our national debt, and its rate of accumulation
of deﬁcits, is not sustainable. If this continues, America’s
debt burden will crush our children’s future.
Economic strength is the foundational base
that determines our ability to project and use all of
our instruments of power, including diplomatic and
military power. The rule of law, property rights, open
markets, productivity, technology, and science have all
contributed to America’s great prosperity and success. Trade is a driving force for sustained economic
prosperity and job creation, both in the United States
and throughout the world. Trade, however, is not a
guarantee. The ongoing credit crisis and skyrocketing world food and energy prices are among recent
temptations for countries to restrict markets and
veer toward protectionism, which leads to dangerous
insular thinking. These temptations must be resisted
and the hard-earned lessons of history not forgotten.
The United States must continue to press for a successful conclusion to the Doha Round of global trade
negotiations. America’s leaders should stand behind
our trade agreements and support the pending Free
Trade Agreements with Colombia, South Korea, and
Panama, as well as renewing Trade Promotion Authority for the President....
As America is working its way through its most
pressing issues, the world is undergoing tectonic
shifts: Five billion of the world’s 6.5 billion people
live in less developed regions, and 40 percent of the
world’s population is under nineteen years old. Fifty
percent of economic growth over the next decade
is estimated to come from emerging economies. In
2000, trade between India and China was $2 billion
per year. In 2007, it was $2 billion per month.

PRESENTATION

h e great challenges facing humankind in
this new century are not unique to nations,
regions, religions, or cultures. All citizens
of the world must confront the threats of nuclear
proliferation, terrorism, pandemic health issues, endemic poverty, environmental degradation, and the
most insidious and difﬁcult of all: despair. These are
21st-century challenges that will require 21st-century
thinking within a 21st-century frame of reference.
History instructs and is a guide, but it cannot navigate our way, develop our strategy, or implement
our policy. The rate and intensity of change today,
in a world permitting decreasing margins of error,
has brought with it an unprecedented immediacy to
actions, reactions, and consequences. But wise leadership exercising wise judgment that results in wise
policy is never outdated....
Just as we must sense the opportunities ahead
of us, we must also be clear-eyed about the awesome
challenges we face. Let’s dispense with the political
re-litigating of the mistakes of the past and move to the
future. We are where we are. And I believe America
is in trouble. The President’s challenges will be to ﬁx
problems and make a better world. That’s what deﬁnes
leadership.
America’s competitive position and strength
in the world demand that we address the domestic
challenges that are eroding our economic strength and
consuming our government budgets. Our President will
be faced with a long list of important issues that touch
every American and will require serious reform, such
as: entitlement programs, including Social Security,
Medicare, and Medicaid; tax and regulatory systems;
public infrastructure; health care; and immigration.

The Next President’s
Awesome Challenges
(Continued)

Sovereign wealth funds today hold over $3 trillion and are projected to grow by $1 trillion per year,
enhancing emerging economic powers such as Russia, China, India, Brazil, nations of the Persian Gulf,
and other nations of Asia.
As we witness these remarkable shifts,
America continues to spend billions of dollars a week
stuck in Iraq and Afghanistan. Our presence has undermined our inﬂuence and interests in these regions
and in the world, as well as draining a tremendous
amount of resources, attention, and leadership away
from our other national priorities.
We cannot escape the reality that Iraq and
Afghanistan will remain centers of gravity for U.S.
foreign policy. The United States has more than

The most dangerous area of the
world, representing the most signiﬁcant U.S. national security threat,
is not Iraq but the border region
between Afghanistan and Pakistan.
190,000 troops deployed in Iraq and Afghanistan,
a number unlikely to change signiﬁcantly by January 2009. And we continue to take more and more
American casualties in both wars, losing ten Americans in Iraq recently over a three-day period. The
most dangerous area of the world, representing the
most signiﬁcant U.S. national security threat, is not
Iraq but the border region between Afghanistan and
Pakistan. As the Government Accountability Ofﬁce has concluded in separate reports, we still lack
relevant, long-term strategies to achieve sustainable
security and stability in both Iraq and Afghanistan.
Our ability to inﬂuence and shape outcomes
will be measured by the larger and longer-term
objectives of common interests in all areas of our
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security, not just in Iraq and Afghanistan. The success
of our policies and efforts will depend not only on the
extent of our power, the strength of our purpose, and
cohesion of regional alliances, but also by an appreciation of great power limits.
America’s long-term security interests are directly connected to alliances, coalitions, international
institutions, and our standing in the world. No country,
including the United States, is capable of successfully
meeting the challenges of the 21st century, such as terrorism, economic growth, climate change, and nuclear
proliferation, alone. Yet today, much of the world has
lost its trust and conﬁdence in America’s purpose and
questions our intentions. The President will have to
reintroduce America to the world in order to regain its
trust in our purpose, as well as in our power.
International institutions are more important
now than at any time in modern history. Our postWorld War II alliances and partnerships, particularly
with the European Union, Australia, Japan, South Korea,
and Turkey, must be strengthened and recalibrated to
recognize that these powers are no longer American
20th-century surrogate powers expected to automatically do our bidding or agree with our positions. Our
relationships with these nations and others have matured, bringing to them more equality and balance.
All of today’s most pressing global challenges require some degree of consensus and common purpose.
Working through international institutions and alliances, as imperfect as they are, to build broad diplomatic
consensus may be difﬁcult, time-consuming, and frustrating, but it is the best option and the smartest approach to sustainable and effective strategic outcomes.
The alternative of unilateral action is no substitute,
undermines our inﬂuence, and further isolates us in an
interconnected world....
The United States must pay particular attention
to three key relationships: China, India, and Russia.
America’s relationships with each of these countries

Israeli-Lebanese negotiations, and we should be prepared
at the right time, if asked, to become directly involved in
negotiations, including acting as a sponsor. We should
take the initiative to re-engage Syria by returning the U.S.
ambassador to Damascus.

We are currently in a strategic culde-sac in the Middle East. We need
to ﬁnd our way out with new policies.
Engagement is not appeasement.
Diplomacy is not appeasement. Great
nations engage.
The United States should open a new strategic direction in U.S.-Iran relations by seeking direct,
comprehensive, and unconditional talks with the
government of Iran, including opening a U.S. Interest
Section in Tehran. We must avoid backing ourselves
into a military conﬂict with Iran. Military conﬂict
need not happen, but it can be a self-fulﬁlling prophecy. We are currently in a strategic cul-de-sac in the
Middle East. We need to ﬁnd our way out with new
policies. Engagement is not appeasement. Diplomacy
is not appeasement. Great nations engage. Powerful
nations must be the adults in world affairs. Anything
less will result in disastrous, useless, preventable
global conﬂict.
PRESENTATION
BY

Senator Chuck Hagel addressed fellows of the
Foreign Policy Association at a Fellows’ Reception
on March 25, 2008.
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will continue to be comprehensive, including areas of
agreement and disagreement. We cannot, however, allow these relationships to be dominated and
shaped by our differences, or we will risk creating
dynamics that can quickly get beyond our control
and move down a dangerous and irreversible path.
We must deﬁne these relationships through our
common interests. Most notably, our relationship
with Russia needs a renewed focus on issues such
as the U.S.-Russia civil nuclear cooperation agreement, the so-called one-two-three agreement, now
before Congress. This agreement is clearly in the
interests of America, Russia, and the world, allowing
for signiﬁcant bilateral nuclear cooperation between
these two nuclear powers. Blocking this agreement
would adversely affect all areas where we will need
Russia’s cooperation, such as situations in Iran and
North Korea.
The Middle East today is more dangerous,
more complicated, more interconnected, and more
combustible than ever before. Regional, comprehensive strategies, rather than individual nation-bynation compartmentalized policies, will be required
in this troubled area. As one of his most immediate
priorities, the President will need to implement a
comprehensive geostrategic approach to the broader
Middle East region spanning North Africa to Afghanistan and Pakistan. This approach will require employing all of our instruments of power: diplomacy,
trade, exchange and economic assistance programs,
alliances, intelligence, and military might.
We are engaged in a war of ideas and ideologies to win over the youth of this region. Classrooms
are the battleﬁelds. This context will require a revolutionary universe of new thinking and policies. The
human dynamic always dictates outcomes.
The United States must enhance its initiative in
support of Israeli-Palestinian negotiations. We should
make clear our support for direct Israeli-Syrian and

The American University
and the Global Agenda
Richard Levin

President, Yale University

Let me oﬀer a provocative
hypothesis: the American
research university is a highly
eﬀective instrument of U.S.
foreign policy.
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I

am an economist by training and profession. Years ago, in addition to teaching
survey courses in microeconomics and industrial organization, I taught courses on such
subjects as the political economy of oil and the
competitiveness of the U.S. manufacturing industry. These topics reﬂected a long-standing
interest in the politics and economics of world
affairs.
Now, of course, I see these issues from
the dual perspective of an international economist and a university president. I suspect that
my audience is not often inclined to put universities and foreign policy in the same sentence.
Let me offer a provocative hypothesis: the
American research university is a highly effective instrument of U.S. foreign policy. It would
be an even more effective instrument if our
political leaders understood fully what a unique
and powerful asset our country has in its great
universities. I am going to state the case in six
parts.
First, America’s power, both “hard” and
“soft,” derives from the strength of its economy, the current credit crunch notwithstanding.
The strength of our economy depends in large
part on our leadership in science, which in turn
depends upon the strength of our research
universities.
Second, the strength of our economy
also derives from our capacity to innovate,
which in turn depends upon the kind of education that American universities and top liberal
arts colleges provide.

Third, U.S. research universities are
magnets for the most outstanding students
from around the world. Those students either
stay here, or they go home. Either way, America
wins. If foreign graduates stay, they strengthen
the productive capacity of the U.S. economy.
If they go home, they increase the capacity of
their home economies, but they also serve as
ambassadors for openness, freedom of expression, and democracy.
Fourth, our great universities are increasingly ensuring that American students gain
exposure to the culture and values of another
nation as part of their educational experience.
This process offers the hope that our leaders
and engaged citizens in the future will have
greater global awareness than they had in the
past.
Fifth, our universities have broadened
the conception of what constitutes a student.
Today we provide leadership education to
specialized audiences around the world to help
them address challenges to global, political,
and economic stability; to public health; and to
the environment.
And ﬁnally, I will refer to at least one important item on the global agenda: the threat of
global warming. Our universities have become
laboratories to demonstrate that solutions are
technically possible and economically feasible.

Let me discuss each of these six points.
First, leadership in science. For decades
America’s competitive advantage in global

The emergence of universities
as America’s primary machine
for scientiﬁc advances was the
product of a wise and farsighted
national science policy.
First, the federal government shoulders the principal responsibility for ﬁnancing
basic science. Second, universities, rather
than government laboratories or non-teaching
research institutes or private industry, are the
primary institutions in which basic research
funded by the government is undertaken. This
principle ensures that scientists-in-training,
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UNIVERSITIES BUILD LEADERSHIP IN SCIENCE

markets has derived from its capacity to innovate: to introduce and develop new products,
processes, and services. That capacity depends
in large part on America’s leadership in science, which in turn is based principally in our
research universities.
The emergence of universities as America’s primary machine for scientiﬁc advances
did not come about by accident. It was the
product of a wise and farsighted national
science policy set forth in an important 1946
report. That report established the framework
for an unprecedented and heavily subsidized
system supporting scientiﬁc research, a system
that has propelled the American economy and
that rests upon three principles that remain
largely intact today.
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even those who choose industrial rather than
academic careers, are exposed to the most
advanced methods and results of research.
Third, although the federal budgetary process
determines the total funding that is available
for each of the various ﬁelds of science, most
funds are allocated not according to commercial or political considerations, but through an
intensely competitive process of peer review.
Such reviews are conducted by independent
scientiﬁc experts who judge the proposals on
their scientiﬁc merit alone.
This system of organizing science has
been an extraordinary success, both scientiﬁcally and economically. Oddly enough, for
political and cultural reasons, no other na-
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Oddly enough, for political and
cultural reasons, no other nation has successfully imitated
the U.S. system of supporting
basic science.
tion has successfully imitated the U.S. system
of supporting basic science. This system, of
course, is the source from which all commercially-oriented applied research and development ultimately ﬂows.
In Europe, for example, much of the
research undertaken is concentrated in na-

progress and economic prosperity. And we
need that steady, predictable growth to be at
or around the long-term average growth rate
of GDP. If we do not achieve this rate, we are
likely to lose our lead in biomedical technology,
and we will fail to establish ourselves as the
world leader in other major areas of emerging
importance—for example, alternative energy
technologies.
TRANSLATING SCIENCE INTO VIABLE
TECHNOLOGIES

Turning to leadership in innovation: our
“hard” and “soft” power in foreign affairs, as
suggested above, depends upon the strength
of the economy. The strength of the economy
depends not only on our scientiﬁc leadership,
but also on our national capacity to translate
cutting-edge science into commercially viable
technologies. This capacity in turn depends
upon two principal factors: the availability of
ﬁnancial capital and an abundance of innovative entrepreneurial human capital. Our highly
decentralized ﬁnancial system, despite the
endemic cyclicality of which we are painfully
aware today, has unique advantages in encouraging investment in innovation. Funding
for startup companies is, by far, more easily
available and more adequately supported by
value-added services in the United States than
anywhere else in the world.
Thanks to the kind of higher education
we provide, the human capital required for innovation is also more abundant and more
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tional institutes rather than in universities,
divorcing cutting-edge research from training
the next generation of industrial scientists and
engineers. In the United Kingdom, as well as
continental Europe and Japan, most research
funding has been allocated by block grants
to universities, or perhaps to departments
within universities, rather than by the intensely
competitive process of peer-reviewed grants
to individuals and research groups.
As a consequence of this politicization of research funding, our lead in science
has been maintained for many decades. Even
today, more than 30 percent of scientiﬁc publications worldwide are authored in the United
States. Nearly half of the world’s Nobel Prizes
in science go to Americans.
Our competitive advantage in emerging
industries based on science—such as computers in the 1960s, software in the 1990s, and
biotechnology today—should not be taken for
granted. Federal funding in support of basic
research has waxed and waned. The budget
of the National Institutes of Health doubled
between 1998 and 2003, creating a 14 percent
annual rate of growth. Yet for the past ﬁve
years, the NIH budget has grown at an annual
rate of less than 2 percent, which fails even to
keep pace with inﬂation. Much of the young
talent that was trained during the boom cannot get funding today.
What we need in order to succeed as a
nation is steady, predictable growth in basic
research. It is the seed corn of technological
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effective in the United States than anywhere
else in the world. Why? Because at our best
colleges and universities, we educate students
to be creative, ﬂexible, and adaptive problemsolvers who are capable of innovation and
leadership in science and business.
We are constantly told that China and
India are training more engineers than we are,
and it is true. We could and should invest more
heavily in science, math, and engineering education at all levels to ensure that our graduates
have the technical capacity to succeed. But
ironically, if you look more closely at China or
at India, you will see that their aspiration is to
educate students who are more like ours—that
is, students with the capacity to think creatively
and independently.
In the modern economy, successful companies produce products or services that are
based on technology or marketing strategies
that did not exist a decade or two ago. New
scientiﬁc discoveries are made every day, and
new theories replace old ones with relentless
regularity. The radical changes in communications technology that we have experienced over
the past two decades have opened up whole
new industries and destroyed others. In such a
world, knowledge of a given body of information
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We could and should invest
more heavily in science, math,
and engineering education.
But ironically, if you look more
closely at China or at India, you
will see that their aspiration
is to educate students who are
more like ours.
is not enough to survive, much less to thrive.
Scientists, business leaders, and government
ofﬁcials alike must have the ability to think critically and creatively and to draw upon and adapt
new ideas to changing environments.
The methods of undergraduate education
used in America’s most selective universities
and liberal arts colleges are particularly well
suited to prepare students for today’s kind of
world. These institutions are committed to
liberal education. The premise underlying the
philosophy of liberal education is that students
will be best prepared for life if they can assimilate new information and reason through
to new conclusions. Since any particular body

of knowledge is bound to become obsolete, the
object of contemporary undergraduate education is not primarily to convey content, but to
develop certain qualities of mind: the ability to
think for oneself, the ability to regard the world
with curiosity and ask interesting questions,
the ability to subject the world to sustained and
rigorous analysis, and the ability to use, where
needed, the perspectives of more than one discipline and to arrive at fresh, creative answers.
PASSIVE EDUCATION VS. CREATIVE THINKING

17 OF THE TOP 20 UNIVERSITIES ARE AMERICAN

Educating international students is the
third point on which I would like to comment.
Nearly one-quarter of all students who leave
their home countries for higher education
abroad come to United States. Our nation’s
share of the very best of these students is much
larger. Only the ﬁnest universities in the United
Kingdom offer serious competition to the best
institutions in the United States. Seventeen of
the top twenty world universities in The Times
of London ranking are American.
In recent years, Australia and Singapore
have made signiﬁcant efforts to compete for
strong international students. These countries made substantial gains in the ﬁrst years
after passage of the U.S. Patriot Act, when the
Departments of State and Homeland Security
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While many other cultures favor passive education and technical mastery, we in
America gain from a pedagogy that enlarges
the power of students to reason, to think creatively, and to respond adaptively—all of which
conduces to their becoming innovators and
entrepreneurs. The elements of that pedagogy
are well known: small classes with ample opportunity for student participation and exams
and homework assignments that ask students
to weigh conﬂicting points of view or to solve
problems actively, rather than merely reciting
facts or opinions of authorities.
For the past four summers, I have led a
workshop for the leadership teams of China’s
top universities. The No. 1 topic on their
agenda is how to reform their curriculum and
their pedagogy to reﬂect the best practices
of American universities. Why? Because they
see in the products of U.S. education, including U.S.-educated Chinese who are coming to
dominate their own faculties, greater creativity
and an enlarged capacity for innovation.

China’s political leaders are encouraging
university reform because they recognize that
creativity and capacity for innovation are characteristics that China will need in order to compete when the country no longer can rely on a
steady stream of low-cost labor migrating from
the countryside to industrial employment. It
will be a couple of decades before that stream
of low-cost labor runs out, but China’s leaders
are very far-sighted. They are quite aware that
they will have to become technological competitors to survive in a knowledge-economy two
decades down the road. It is sad that China’s
leaders have a more sophisticated understanding of the decisive advantages of U.S. universities than do our own political leaders.

The American University
and the Global Agenda
(Continued)

Much research and development
outsourcing is forced by the absence of qualiﬁed, highly skilled
engineers and scientists with
graduate degrees. Yet we are
educating such people right here
in our own country.
failed to adjust rapidly to new requirements
and rendered many thousands of students
unable to secure visas in time to begin the academic year. The problem with student visas is
now largely ﬁxed, thanks to felicitous high-level
intervention.
It is seldom appreciated in policy circles
how much America gains from the inﬂow of international students. Forty-three percent, nearly
half, of America’s Nobel Prize winners in science
have been foreign-born. Yet in the current debate about immigration policy, almost all public
attention focuses on the inﬂow of low-income
immigrants from Mexico and the Caribbean.
Outside Silicon Valley, Seattle, and Route
128, we hear too little about the difﬁculty our
technologically sophisticated companies have
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in attracting highly skilled scientists and engineers. Much of the research and development
outsourcing undertaken by high-tech ﬁrms in
recent years is not driven by cost considerations, unlike the outsourcing of manufacturing, back-ofﬁce work, and call centers. Instead,
much R&D outsourcing is forced by the absence of qualiﬁed, highly skilled engineers and
scientists with graduate degrees. Yet we are
educating such people right here in our own
country.
The annual quota for H1B visas, which
cover foreign students seeking to remain and
work in the United States after graduation, has
been ﬁxed for years at 85,000. The annual allocation is typically exhausted within days of its
April 1 start each year. Recently, a new rule has
extended the period of stay under an H1B visa
to 29, instead of 12, months. This change is a
step forward, but the number of visas allocated
has not increased.
The demands of high-tech industry have
been lost in the contentious debate about illegal
aliens and immigration of unskilled workers.
There is just no doubt that our nation would
beneﬁt from retaining more graduate students
in engineering and science. For these students,
there is a very simple solution: let’s scrap the
H1B visa and staple a green card to the diploma.

TRANSFORMATIVE RESULTS OF INTELLECTUAL
FREEDOM

As I mentioned before, our universities
serve the nation well, not only by educating
students who stay in our country, but also
by educating those who return to their home
countries. In some cases, we would gain even
more by retaining them here, but those who
return home typically serve as ambassadors
for American values. I have already cited one
example: the pressures for curriculum reform
and critical thinking in China, which will, in the
long run, carry with them demands for political
reform. If you teach people to be independent
thinkers, then they are going to be independent
thinkers. The pressures of independent thinkers, along with pressures for greater freedom
of expression on university campuses in China,
are coming in large measure from those educated in the United States.

The pressures for curriculum
reform and critical thinking in
China will, in the long run, carry
with them demands for political
reform. If you teach people to

they are going to be independent thinkers.

TODAY’S IMPERATIVE FOR STUDY ABROAD

Let me talk a little about sending our students abroad. Increasingly, American universities are encouraging domestic undergraduates
to spend time in another country. Traditional
junior-year-abroad programs remain widely
available. They attract a large fraction of
students at certain institutions, such as Dartmouth and Middlebury, which have promoted
them very effectively.
But only a modest fraction of undergraduates at Yale spend part of a junior year, or all
of a junior year, overseas. The reason they stay
in New Haven is because they love New Haven.
It’s actually true. But we have responded by offering every undergraduate at least one opportunity for international study or for a working
internship either during the academic year or
during the summer. Most students choose the
summer. We provide the ﬁnancial resources to
make it possible. Every student on ﬁnancial aid
is fully supported in overseas study, even in the
summer.
By mobilizing our alumni around the
world, we have created a superb infrastructure
of serious summer work internships in seven-
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be independent thinkers, then

Again and again, I encounter international students at Yale who tell me that they
are astounded by the degree of openness and
intellectual freedom that they ﬁnd in America.
When I travel abroad, I see senior leaders in
inﬂuential positions whose views of the world
have been transformed by their educational
experience in the United States.

The American University
and the Global Agenda
(Continued)

teen cities: Shanghai, Hong Kong, Singapore,
Delhi, Accra, Cape Town, Kampala, Athens,
Brussels, Budapest, Istanbul, London, Madrid,
Buenos Aires, João Pessoa, Montreal, and
Monterrey. In addition, we send hundreds of
students abroad every summer for immersion
language courses or for Yale summer school
courses taught at partner institutions.
We expect that an increasing number of
institutions will follow our lead in making an
overseas experience available to every student.
Harvard has announced a program but has not
yet completely implemented it. Eventually, we
intend to make overseas experience a requirement for a Bachelor’s degree.
I believe that a 21st-century liberal arts
education requires not simply the capacity to
think critically and independently, but also the
capacity to understand how people of different cultures and values think and behave. The
world has grown smaller. Nations have become

Whatever profession they
choose, today’s students are

more interdependent. Whatever profession
they choose, today’s students are likely to have
global careers and deal regularly with collaborators or competitors who see the world
differently.
To be adequately prepared for such careers, exposure to another culture is necessary.
A single, meaningful encounter with crosscultural differences in one’s formative years will
typically make it possible to learn easily in later
life from subsequent encounters with other
cultures.
I also believe that providing American
students with a meaningful overseas experience is the best way to escape the insularity
and parochialism that too often inﬂuences
American foreign policy. With international
exposure, our students will become not only
better professionals, but also better citizens.
By having more U.S. students study abroad,
our colleges and universities will create a more
informed citizenry and one capable of thinking
about foreign policy issues with greater sensitivity and intelligence.
EDUCATING INTERNATIONAL LEADERS

likely to have global careers and
deal regularly with collaborators or competitors who see the
world differently.
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Let me talk now about educating leaders
to advance the global agenda. Our universities
serve not only those students who enroll fulltime in courses of study that lead to undergraduate, graduate, and professional degrees.
Our universities also increasingly engage in

U.S. experts and foreign governments, not
government-to-government contact. Even if the
views of our academic experts do not always
align with the position of our government, the
foreign ministers and parliamentarians who
attend these programs leave with a deeper
understanding of American perspectives.
UNIVERSITIES TAKE LEADING
ENVIRONMENTAL ROLE

I will point to one ﬁnal, idiosyncratic way
in which American universities can assist our
nation in addressing the global agenda. The
problem of global warming cries out for a multinational solution to reduce carbon emissions in
a way that is equitable and efﬁcient.
Developing nations such as India and
China fear that serious limits on greenhouse
gas emissions will unfairly constrain their
growth. Skeptics in the United States fear that
controlling carbon will impose a large cost on
our economy. All recognize that if we collectively fail to take action, future generations will
face much larger costs from economic dislocation and environmental destruction.
Universities have an important role to
play in the effort to curtail global warming.
Much of the work that led to the detection and
understanding of climate change was done
within our walls. We have been at the forefront
of modeling the economic, social, and environmental impact of rising global temperatures
and sea levels. We also are participating in
the development of carbon-free technologies,
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providing short-term executive education.
Many institutions, notably the Kennedy School
at Harvard, make a truly substantive contribution to U.S. foreign policy by running short-term
and even semester- and year-long courses for
foreign government ofﬁcials.
Recently, Yale initiated a series of multidisciplinary programs for senior government
ofﬁcials from China, India, and Japan. To cover
effectively the complexity of the most important global issues, Yale draws upon faculty from
throughout the university. We do not have a
school of government or foreign affairs, so we
draw on our professional schools of law, management, forestry and environmental studies,
and public health, as well as our departments
of economics, political science, and history.
The students in these programs typically
have the rank of vice minister. In the cases
of India and Japan, students are Members of
Parliament. Educational programs such as ours
have a very high impact because we are working directly with students who already occupy
positions of signiﬁcant power and inﬂuence.
Even in America’s ﬁnest universities, only a
small fraction of our regularly enrolled students
will turn out to have signiﬁcant inﬂuence on
the affairs of the nation and the world. But our
high-level programs are focused on people who
already have inﬂuence.
Such high-level programs have an effect
similar to that of Track II diplomacy—that is,
informal interaction among senior government
ofﬁcials from different nations. But in such
educational programs, the contact is among

The American University
and the Global Agenda
(Continued)

such as solar, wind, and geothermal power, and
in ﬁnding more efﬁcient ways to use carbonbased fuels.
More recently, universities began to
play a different role, taking the lead in setting
standards for carbon emissions that are substantially more restrictive than those adopted
by national governments. In 2005, Yale made
a commitment to reduce carbon emissions by
2020 to 10 percent below our 1990 level, which
translates to a 43 percent reduction in our
2005 carbon footprint.
This reduction is in the range of what will
be needed to keep global temperatures from

Universities have been at
the forefront of modeling the
economic, social, and environmental impact of rising global
temperatures and sea levels.
rising more than 2 degrees centigrade by the
end of the century. Our goal is ambitious. If
the nations of the world negotiate a reduction
of this magnitude in Copenhagen in 2009, we
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will take a giant step toward saving the planet.
Here is the good news: we believe that a reduction of this magnitude is not only possible, but
also relatively inexpensive. We think that we
can achieve our goal at a cost of less than 1 percent of our annual operating budget, probably
no more than 0.5 percent.
We made this commitment because we
believe that we are being faithful to our mission as a teaching institution. We are leading
by example. We have encouraged our sister institutions in the Ivy League to join us in setting
a speciﬁc goal for reducing carbon emissions,
and ﬁve of them have already done so. The
other two have promised to do so by the end of
this academic year.
We are working on eliciting similar commitments from our nine partners in the International Alliance of Research Universities, which
spans the globe, and from the 34 Chinese
universities with which we have been working
over the past four years on curriculum reform.
We have no illusion that the collective
action of universities will have a measurable
impact on global carbon emissions, but we
hope that our action will inspire others to believe
that signiﬁcant carbon reduction is feasible. In
leading by example, we hope to make a global
carbon compact more likely.

We have no illusion that the
collective action of universities
will have a measurable impact
on global carbon emissions,
but we hope that our action will
inspire others to believe that
signiﬁcant carbon reduction is
feasible.
Let me recapitulate: I have argued that
America’s universities are a highly effective
instrument of U.S. foreign policy because they
give America decisive leadership in science,
educate students with the capacity to innovate, educate international students who
strengthen our nation by staying here or by
serving as ambassadors when they return
home, give U.S. students a deeper understanding of foreign nations and cultures, prepare
international leaders to tackle global agenda,
and demonstrate solutions to global problems.
I hope that I have convinced you.

PRESENTATION BY R ICHARD LEVIN

Yale University President Richard Levin
delivered this address at the Foreign Policy
Association Associates’ Lecture in New York City
on April 16, 2008.
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T

h e year 2008 was another period of
strong growth in
n the Online Projects
department. Thee Foreign Policy Asceived nearly a halfsociation’s Website received
nth, driven in large part
million views each month,
by the FPA’s increasingly
gly popular Global Job
Board. The department’s
nt’s work to convert the
Job Board into a signiﬁcant
ﬁcant revenue stream
shows great promise, with the online job posting revenue tripling in 2008. Sales of FPA materials, including Greatt Decisions brieﬁng books
and Great Decisions Television
elevision Series DVDs,
continued to expand dramatically,
ramatically, making 2008
FPA’s highest grossing year for online revenue.
The Website FPA.org
A.org continues to distinguish itself from other sites on international affairs by improving its multimedia services and,
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in particular, its streaming video. All Foreign
Policy Association events are now available
in full via streaming media, which permits us
to take FPA events worldwide. These events
are viewed by hundreds of thousands of visitors from around the world. Today nearly 20
percent of FPA.org trafﬁc comes from users
outside the United States. Great Decisions
program participants throughout the United
States concurrently are taking advantage of
the site infrastructure changes implemented in
2007 to access online resources and a weekly
newsletter, in addition to ﬁnding the information they need about locating or organizing a
Great Decisions group.
The year 2008 was by all measures the
“year of the blog” at FPA.org. With the launch

2008 was the year of the
blog at FPA.org
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of the Foreign Policy Blog, FPA now has the
affairs
largest network of online international affair
irss
ir
than
blogs. The network is comprised of more tha
an
25 blogs on a wide variety of issues, ranging
g
from the 2008 presidential
p
election to reviews
of global ﬁlms. Blog trafﬁc is increasing at a
blazing pace, and we expect it to far exceed
d
1 million visits per month in 2009. Blogss of
Election
particular note include “The U.S. Elec
cti
tion
on aand
nd
Public Diplomacy,” a partnership of FP
FPA
A and
and
UniverThe Center on Public Diplomacy aatt th
thee Un
Univ
iver
er-Annenberg
School
sity of Southern California’s Annenb
nber
erg
g Sc
Scho
hool
o
recently
was
for Communication. This blog rece
cent
ntly
ly w
as
Tribune.
The
cited in The International Herald Tribu
bune
ne.. T
he FFPA
PA
on
“Children’s Rights” blog, which builds
ds o
n an iissue
ssue
ss
ue
book,
presented in the Great Decisions brieﬁng bo
book
ok,,
has been widely acknowledged as one of the
he ttop
op
blogs on children’s rights.
Another notable achievement in 2008
was the inauguration of the FPA.org Summer
wa
Screening
Series.
Scre
Sc
reen
enin
ing
g Se
S
ries. Three ﬁlms were shown,
including
incl
in
clud
udin
ing
g “Iron
“ ron Ladies of Liberia,” “Iraq in
“I
Fragments,”
Frag
Fr
agme
ment
nts,” and “The People’s Court.” They
documented,
docu
do
cume
m nted, respectively, the work of the
mostly
most
mo
stly
ly female
female cabinet of Liberian President
Ellen
Elle
El
len
n Johnson
J hnson Sirleaf, contemporary life in Iraq,
Jo
developments
and
an
dd
evelopments in the Chinese legal system. Each sold-out screening at SOHO House
te
in New York City was followed by an engaging
discussion among audience members, producers of the ﬁlms, and ofﬁcials from the countries
depicted in the ﬁlms.
Next year promises more growth in all
of the areas outlined above, alongside newly
revamped Membership and Events sections on
FPA.org.

Great Decisions Television Series

T

he 24th season of the Great Decisions
Television Series on the Public Broadcasting Service, which included narration by
the legendary Walter Cronkite, presented some
of the most compelling shows in the series’ long
history. CNN World Affairs Correspondent Ralph
Begleiter hosted the series.
The Great Decisions television audience
continued to expand in 2008, with the half-hour
Great Decisions programs reaching more than 74
percent of all U.S. households in both standard
and high-deﬁnition formats.
Produced in conjunction with the Lopes
Picture Company, the series featured guests
including former NATO Supreme Allied Commander General Wesley Clark, General Barry
McCaffrey, and the Iraq policy advisor Colonel
Michael Meese, who debated the situation in Iraq
and the state of the U.S. military. Other guests
included Brookings Institution President Strobe
Talbot, who explored current developments in
Russia; Council on Foreign Relations Co-Chair
Carla Hills, who helped to demythologize U.S.-

China trade issues; and ambassadors from Brazil,
Chile, and Venezuela, who discussed the rise of
leftist politicians in Latin America. The series
featured more than 25 guests interviewed in
Washington, D.C., and New York City.
Making signiﬁcant inroads online, the
Great Decisions Television Series appeared in
streaming video as full episodes and extended
interviews on FPA.org, YouTube, Google Video,
and Brightcove.
The FPA media team also produced
a new promotional video, narrated by Tom
Brokaw, for the Foreign Policy Association’s
90th Anniversary gala dinner. Building on the
well-documented history of the Foreign Policy
Association’s service to the U.S. public and U.S.
policymakers, the new video presents updates
on FPA programs, meetings, and initiatives, in
addition to featuring a new soundtrack, modern graphics, and high production quality. The
video, which can be viewed in the “About”
section of FPA.org, will be used to promote FPA
activities in DVD formats.

Media: Liam M. King, Marketing Specialist-Online Services ■ Robert Nolan, Online Editor
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REPORT OF A NEW INTERNATIONAL AFFAIRS
FOREIGN POLICY
ASSOCIATION AND THE HERRICKS, NEW YORK,
SCHOOL DISTRICT.

CURRICULUM DEVELOPED BY THE

painting in one French/art class last week, the students
reviewed indigenous plants and wildlife in photos of Haitian rainforests and beaches projected onto a screen....

Excerpted from
The New York Times, May 16, 2008
DISTRICT PUTS ALL THE WORLD IN CLASSROOMS
by Winnie Hu

The Herricks district, located 20 miles east of Manhat-

For nearly a decade, the lesson that the world is

and Irish but shifted with an inﬂux of Korean, Indian and

interconnected—call it Globalization 101—has been

Chinese immigrants beginning in the late 1980s. Today,

bandied about as much in education as in econom-

ofﬁcials say, Herricks High School students come from

ics, spurring a cottage industry of internationally

homes where 69 different languages are spoken, and

themed schools, feel-good cultural exchanges,

Bhangra music from India is often played at school

model United Nations clubs and heritage festivals.

dances.

tan, is carved out of six afﬂuent communities: New Hyde
Park, Roslyn, Roslyn Heights, Albertson, Manhasset Hills
and Williston Park.
The district was once primarily Jewish, Italian

But the high-performing Herricks school

Jack Bierwirth, the Herricks superintendent since

district here in Nassau County, whose student body

2001, said the district began developing a global curricu-

is more than half Asian, is taking globalization to

lum not only because of its diversity, but also because

the graduate level, integrating international studies

parents and teachers said they wanted to demand more

into every aspect of its curriculum.

from their students, who have posted some of the high-

A partnership with the Foreign Policy Association has transformed a high school basement

est standardized test scores in the state.
“What if you get ﬁnished with the A.P. exam but

into a place where students produce research

can’t remember where Afghanistan is?” Mr. Bierwirth

papers on North Korea’s nuclear energy program or

asked. “It’s important to place knowledge in the context

the Taliban’s role in the opium trade. English teach-

of the world.”

ers have culled reading lists of what they call “dead
white men” (think Hawthorne and Hemingway) to

Najiba Keshwani, 16, an 11th grader who is Muslim but jokes that she is half-Jewish because she has

make room for Jhumpa Lahiri, Ghangrae Lee and

many Jewish friends and loves to nosh on matzo, put it

Khaled Hosseini. Gifted ﬁfth graders learn com-

this way: “To be American, maybe you used to have to

parative economics by charting the multinational

be white and own land, but now we deﬁne what Ameri-

production of a pencil and representing countries in

can is, and I think that affects how we learn.”

a mock G8 summit.
Starting this year, every sixth grader at
Herricks Middle School is required to take art in

Herricks’ ofﬁcials reached out to the Manhattan-based Foreign Policy Association, tapping into its
resources—academic journals, speaker’s series, teacher

French, Spanish, Italian or Chinese, a dual-language

training program—as it redesigned the high school

approach that the school is considering expanding

social studies curriculum to include new courses in con-

to gym as well. Preparing to create a Haitian-style

temporary foreign policy and world philosophy.
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Michelle Bachelet, President of Chile (center), at an economic conference in Hanoi with the Presidents of China, the United States, and Russia and the Prime Ministers of Canada and Thailand.
The Foreign Policy Association recognized President Bachelet at its World Leadership Forum
Dinner and, jointly with the National Endowment for Democracy, at the New York Democracy
Forum Gala Dinner. (Reprinted with permission of The New York Times.)
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ANALYSIS OF THE 2008 U.S. PRESIDENTIAL CAMPAIGN
AND THE ROLE OF BLOGS, SUCH AS THE FOREIGN POLICY
ASSOCIATION BLOG, IN CAMPAIGN STRATEGIES.

assume that the problem is in the way we have been
designing, organizing and/or deploying messages
[overseas], and that if we just correct that, we will

Excerpted from
The International Herald Tribune, May 23, 2008
WHOSE FACE TO THE WORLD?
by Steven W. Barnes

start winning the ‘war of ideas.’ But the problem goes
much deeper than that. As study after study has
shown, the international credibility of the U.S. is in
the basement, if not underground....”
On a blog co-hosted by the University of

There is a growing debate in the United States and

Southern California’s Center on Public Diplomacy

abroad over which presidential candidate is best po-

and the Foreign Policy Association, a representative

sitioned to improve America’s standing in the world.

of the Association of International Educators as-

The candidates themselves are taking this

serted, “U.S. foreign policy must be underpinned by a

issue seriously; all seem to agree that America’s

strong foundation for dialogue and collaboration with

current public diplomacy efforts are badly ﬂawed....

other nations.”
This goal may be accomplished by “building

The candidates’ positions have generated
a lively debate among analysts, particularly online.

the international knowledge and cross-cultural skills

One contributor to a public-diplomacy blog hosted

of Americans through study abroad and foreign-

by Marc Lynch of George Washington University,

language and area studies and through attracting

Steve Corman of Arizona State University, recently

the international students and scholars who are the

wrote of the candidates’ positions: “They all seem to

world’s next generation of leaders and innovators.”

NEW CANNAN NEWS REVIEW
ANNOUNCEMENT OF A LOCAL
GREAT DECISIONS GROUP MEETING.
Excerpted from
New Canaan News Review, November 13, 2008
LIBRARY HOSTS FORUM’S GREAT DECISIONS
Carol Shattuck, chief of staff and senior vice
president of community programs, AmeriCares,
will lead the Great Decisions discussion at the New
Canaan Library on Monday, November 17, at 7 p.m.
in the Lamb Room.
Admission to Great Decisions programs
is free, and refreshments are available courtesy
of the New Canaan Library. This is the ﬁnal
Great Decisions program at the New Canaan
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Library. The programs will continue in the spring
at the Greenwich Library. Programs at the
Greenwich Library will be announced at www.
WorldAffairsForum.org.
The Bank of New Canaan is supporting the
Great Decisions programs at the New Canaan
Library. As New Canaan’s only locally-owned,
independent commercial bank, the Bank of New
Canaan is committed to providing the highest
possible level of customer service. Its two branches
are located at 156 Cherry Street and 208 Elm Street.
Great Decisions is a program of the Foreign
Policy Association, presented by The World Affairs
Forum, a non-proﬁt, non-partisan community
organization dedicated to educating its members,
the public, and students about international
developments and America’s role in the world.

REVIEW OF A RECITAL AND REMARKS ABOUT NORTH
KOREA BY CHEOL WOONG KIM, CO-SPONSORED
BY THE FOREIGN POLICY ASSOCIATION AND THE
NATIONAL ENDOWMENT FOR DEMOCRACY.
“It is the result of playing this piece that I es-

Excerpted from
The New York Sun, May 23, 2008
A MUSICIAN FLEES NORTH KOREA FOR
CULTURAL FREEDOM
by Charlotte Cowles

caped from North Korea,” he said. “Richard Clayderman was forbidden, but I was practicing this piece
because I wanted to dedicate it to a girl.” He had
heard the piece when he was in Russia, and all the
other pieces he was allowed to play in North Korea
were, as he put it, “too stiff” for him to play in court-

The North Korean classical pianist Cheol Woong
Kim gave a special performance and spoke about his

ship; he wanted something “soft.”
Someone in North Korea overheard him

experiences escaping to South Korea at a private club

practicing, however, and reported him. For punish-

in Manhattan on Wednesday.

ment, he had to write 10 pages of repentance, after

Born and raised in Pyongyang, the site of the

which he made the decision to escape. “At that point

New York Philharmonic’s recent landmark concert,

I almost hated this piece,” he said. “But now I am

Mr. Kim, 33, spent two years attempting to ﬂee his

thankful. It showed me what freedom was.”

native country before arriving in South Korea in 2003.
This was his debut performance in Manhattan.
“I did not leave North Korea because I was hungry for food, but because I was hungry for music,” Mr.
Kim, who gave remarks before and after each piece,

When an audience member asked him about
the girl for whom he had been practicing the song,
Mr. Kim looked down for a moment before answering: “She’s still in North Korea.”
Mr. Kim also spoke about the New York

said. “People do not leave because they know that

Philharmonic’s recent performance in North Korea.

they deserve food, but because they know that they

Mr. Kim regarded the trip as a success because the

deserve freedom.”
Mr. Kim was ﬁrst exposed to music banned

orchestra’s music had been broadcast publicly for all
North Koreans to hear. “The contract through which

in North Korea when he won the opportunity to

the Philharmonic came to North Korea was superbly

study abroad in Russia. He ﬁrst escaped from North

arranged,” he said. “In order to change North Korean

Korea to China in 2001, where he worked as a laborer,

people, you need to engage.”

transporting trees and living on two scraps of bread
a day. He was captured and repatriated twice before
reaching safety.
The president of the National Endowment

Still, the North Korean government is not
quick to change. It bans most new music, which
becomes monotonous for musicians and audiences
alike. “Official music has not changed in many years,

for Democracy, Carl Gershman, introduced Mr. Kim

and people in North Korea have actually gotten very

as “a man whose story opens a rare window into his

sick of that music,” Mr. Kim said.

Mr. Kim described his fourth piece, a sweet,

Freedom does not come without challenges,
however. “One of the hardest things I have experienced

slow pop ballad by Richard Clayderman, as “life-

since leaving North Korea is having to choose what to

changing.”

play,” he said.
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country....”

Editorial
GREAT DECISIONS
Prepared annually by the Foreign Policy Association since 1954, Great Decisions is a brieﬁng book
of some 110 pages on eight key current foreign
policy issues. Written by internationally recognized
experts and reviewed prior to publication by a panel
of specialists, Great Decisions articles provide clear,
concise, nonpartisan analyses of issues affecting
the lives and livelihoods of all Americans. Fully
illustrated, each article includes discussion questions, an annotated list of resources, and opinion
ballots for participants in FPA’s nationwide Great
Decisions program.
Great Decisions is the primary resource for
this program, which is the largest campus and
community program of its kind in the United
States. Residents of virtually every state in the
country, as well as men and women living in
numerous countries abroad, participate in Great
Decisions. The program is widely used in universities, colleges, and secondary schools, as well as
in public and private libraries, business groups,
and local general-interest groups.

Great Decisions
2007 includes:
THE U.S.

IN THE

MIDDLE EAST

by Farhad Kazemi and Augustus R. Norton

As the United States remains closely engaged
in Iraq, additional developments are emerging to
challenge stability in the region. Iran’s nuclear
program, the outcome of conﬂict in Lebanon,
and Israeli-Palestinian negotiations will play
key roles in the region’s future. How are these
developments shaping the Middle East?
Farhad Kazemi is Professor of Politics and
Middle Eastern Studies at New York University.
Augustus R. Norton is Professor of International
Relations and Anthropology at Boston University. In 2006, he was an advisor to the Iraq
Study Group.

Editorial: Karen Rohan, Editor-In-Chief ■ Ann Monjo, Managing Editor
Agnes Burke, Art and Production Editor ■ Ke Wei, Assistant Editor
40 | FOREIGN POLICY ASSOCIATION

CLIMATE CHANGE AND GLOBAL WARMING
by Ronald J. Bee

INTERNATIONAL MIGRATION
GLOBALIZING ECONOMY

IN A

by Douglas S. Massey

The questions demanding attention today
include: How are human practices contributing
to substantial and irreversible changes in the
environment? What are the effects of climate
change on individual parts of the planet? What
responses by the international community can
mitigate the impact of dramatic climate change?
Ronald J. Bee is the director of the Charles
Hostler Institute on World Affairs at San Diego
State University. From 1998 to 2001, he
coordinated the University of California Revelle
Program on Climate Science and Policy, based
at the University of California, San Diego.

MEXICO: NEIGHBOR

IN

TURMOIL

by George W. Grayson

The movement of people across international
borders can be initiated by conﬂict, economic
hardship, or desires for political freedom. Migration issues have taken center stage in the United
States and in the European Union, as citizens
increasingly worry about job security and terrorism. What are migration’s advantages and
disadvantages for countries affected by such
movements?
Douglas S. Massey is the Henry G. Bryant Professor of Sociology and Public Affairs at Princeton
University and president of the American Academy of Political and Social Science.

SOUTH AFRICA: FACING NEW CHALLENGES
by Tony Karon

South Africa is the most developed country in
Africa and a leader among the continent’s nations. Yet post-apartheid South Africa struggles
with major political challenges. How is the
country responding to these challenges? What
is the impact of HIV/AIDS on South Africa’s society and economy?

George W. Grayson is the Class of 1938 Professor of Government at the College of William and
Mary. He is also a senior fellow at the Center for
Strategic and International Studies in Washington,
D.C., and an associate scholar at the Foreign Policy
Research Institute in Philadelphia.

Tony Karon is a senior editor at Time. Born in
South Africa, he worked there until 1993 as an
anti-apartheid activist and journalist. After
moving to New York, he worked at George
magazine and contributed articles to numerous
publications.
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The results of Mexico’s presidential election
were almost too close to call. How will this
election affect the new Mexican administration’s policies? Can Felipe Calderon successfully reform Mexico’s policies on energy, trade,
and border security? Will President Calderon
be able to strengthen relations with the United
States?

WAR CRIMES
by David C. Morrison

HELPING THE WORLD’S ENDANGERED
CHILDREN
by Gail Robinson

The creation of the International Criminal Court
has established a new venue for investigating
and prosecuting war crimes, despite the United
States’ lack of participation. Will U.S. nonparticipation weaken powers of the International
Criminal Court? What challenges does the court
face in prosecuting and punishing war criminals?
David C. Morrison researches and reports on
security issues as security correspondent of the
National Journal. He writes the daily “Behind the
Lines” media roundup column for the Congressional Quarterly Homeland Security online magazine.

Ensuring the safety and adequate development
of children is one of the global community’s
stated goals. In some countries, however, children are subjected to human trafﬁcking, exploitation in combat, and unsafe labor practices.
What role do private donors, governments, and
international organizations play in helping to
ensure safety, health care, and education for
the world’s children?
Gail Robinson is senior editor at Gotham Gazette,
an online publication addressing New York City
issues, and she writes extensively on education.
She previously was executive editor of World
Press Review.

CENTRAL ASIA: THREE-POWER
RESOURCE RIVALRY
by Carolyn Kissane

Rich in energy supplies and geographically
strategic, the ﬁve countries of Central Asia
attract attention from the Middle East, China,
Russia, and the United States. How will international competition for energy supplies affect the
Asian countries and their clients? What are the
United States’ interests in the region?
Carolyn Kissane is a clinical professor of global
affairs in the Master’s degree Global Affairs Program at New York University. She is the author
of numerous journal articles, and she studies
educational policies and ﬁnance in petroleumrich countries.
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Great Decisions
2008 includes:
IRAQ: STRATEGIES
UNCERTAINTY

FOR

DEALING

WITH

by Anthony Cordesman

A recurring question arises in public opinion
polls and on the 2008 U.S. presidential campaign trail: What is the end-game for the United
States in Iraq? Related questions include: How
will U.S. decisions about continued engagement
affect Iraq, and how will these decisions affect
developments in the Middle East?

BLACKLISTING

THE

ENEMY

by David C. Morrison

Anthony Cordesman holds the Arleigh A. Burke
Chair in Strategy at the Center for Strategic and
International Studies. He has served as a senior
ofﬁcial in the Ofﬁce of the Secretary of Defense,
Department of Energy, and State Department.

EUROPEAN INTEGRATION: LOOKING
AHEAD
by Andrew Moravcsik

The way the United States deals with international challenges often depends on how it engages with its allies, as well as with its enemies.
How should the United States approach countries such as Cuba, North Korea, and Iran? What
approaches should the United States take with
groups such as Hamas and Hezbollah?
David C. Morrison researches and reports on
security issues as security correspondent of the
National Journal. He writes the daily “Behind the
Lines” media roundup column for the Congressional Quarterly Homeland Security online magazine.

RUSSIA

AND

“PUTINISM”

by Allen C. Lynch

The 50th anniversary of the great experiment in
European integration marks a time to take stock
of the united Europe’s progress and challenges.
To what extent has the integration of new members been successful or unsuccessful? What
does the debate on Turkey’s membership say
about the future of EU integration and its changing demographics?

Allen C. Lynch is director of the Center for Russian and East European Studies at the University
of Virginia. He has written on Russian politics,
foreign policy, and U.S.-Russian relations. His recent book How Russia Is Not Ruled was published
by Cambridge University Press.
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Andrew Moravcsik is a professor of politics at
Princeton University’s Woodrow Wilson School.
He is a non-resident senior fellow of the Brookings Institution and writes a regular column for
Newsweek, Prospect, and other publications.

During his two terms as President, Vladimir Putin
has attempted to remake Russia into a major,
independent world power. Some of his recent
policies have provoked concern in the United
States and Europe. What course will Russia take
following its 2008 presidential election?

U.S. DEFENSE POLICY
by Lawrence Korb

U.S.-CHINA ECONOMIC RELATIONS:
EVOLVING RIVALRY
by Barry Naughton

The U.S. military is adopting new policies and
methods for defending the United States and
protecting its interests abroad. What are the
United States’ military policies, and how should
U.S. military forces be structured and deployed
to meet new security challenges?
Lawrence Korb is a senior fellow at the Center
for American Progress and a senior advisor to
the Center for Defense Information. He served
as assistant secretary of defense in the Reagan
administration.

LATIN AMERICA: THE NEXT U.S.
PRESIDENT’S AGENDA
by Peter Hakim

Recent product-safety scares have trained a
spotlight on the enormous role China plays in
supplying products to the United States. Will
the large and growing trade imbalance with
China adversely affect the U.S. economy? What
is the role of the undervalued Chinese currency?
Barry Naughton is So Kuanlok Professor of
Chinese and International Affairs at the Graduate School of International Relations and Paciﬁc
Studies at the University of California, San Diego.
His recent book Chinese Economy: Transitions and
Growth was published by MIT Press.

FOREIGN AID: NEW PLAYERS,
NEW GOALS
by Barbara Crossette

What has prevented the United States from
forging strong relationships with Latin American countries? What challenges confront U.S.
policy in Latin America? Can the United States
offer an alternative to the inﬂuence of leftleaning leaders such as Venezuelan President
Hugo Chavez?

Billionaire Warren Buffet’s June 2007 pledge to
the Bill and Melinda Gates Foundation prompted headlines focusing on the size of the gift
and its impact on global education and health
initiatives. Can private donors be more effective
than governments in tackling world problems?

Peter Hakim is president of the Inter-American
Dialogue, a Washington, D.C.-based center
for policy analysis and exchange on Western
Hemisphere affairs.

Barbara Crossette is the author of several books
on Asia. She was formerly a foreign correspondent and United Nations bureau chief for The
New York Times.

Sales: Nicholas Barratt, Associate Editor-Publications Operations Officer ■ Angie Ahmed, Sales and
Fulﬁllment Associate ■ Teresa Aviles, Sales and Fulﬁllment Associate
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Center for Strategic and International Studies
in Washington, D.C., and an associate scholar
at the Foreign Policy Research Institute in
Philadelphia. The Penn State University Press
recently published his book Mexican Messiah, a
biography of Andres Manual Lopez Obrador. A
populist candidate for President, Lopez Obrador
lost the 2006 election but continues to barnstorm Mexico as the self-declared “legitimate
President.”

Headline Series 332

AFRICAN SOLUTIONS TO AFRICAN PROBLEMS

2008 HEADLINE SERIES
Headline Series 331

MEXICO’S STRUGGLE
AND THUGS’

WITH

‘DRUGS

by George W. Grayson

This Headline Series on U.S. and Mexican efforts
to curb drug trafﬁcking examines the history of
drug trafﬁcking in Mexico and analyzes the laws
and policies on drugs in both the United States
and Mexico. Mexico’s Struggle with ‘Drugs and
Thugs’ provides an overview of the major Mexican drug cartels, discusses current U.S.-Mexico
bilateral cooperation on drug issues, and evaluates prospects for impeding the ﬂow of illegal
substances from Mexico into the United States.

As African governments seek to curb political
conﬂicts, integrate their growing economies,
and usher in a new era of democratic leadership, most leaders agree that the African Union
has a critical role to play on the continent.
From peacekeeping missions in Sudan and
Somalia to regional trade deals with Europe and
the United States, Africa’s leaders increasingly
stress the need for “African solutions to African
problems.” Can the African Union serve as an
incubator for such solutions? Is a United States
of Africa on the horizon?
Robert Nolan is editorial producer of the Great
Decisions Television Series and online editor of
the Foreign Policy Association. A former Peace
Corps volunteer in Zimbabwe, his work on African issues has appeared in the Christian Science
Monitor, the Village Voice, AllAfrica.com, and the
anthology Africa Par Adventure.
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George W. Grayson is the Class of 1938 Professor of Government at the College of William
and Mary. He is also a senior fellow at the

By Robert Nolan

GREAT DECISIONS RESOURCES
NATIONAL OPINION BALLOT REPORT
The Foreign Policy Association produces a National
Opinion Ballot Report each year, based on the tabulation of opinion ballots submitted by participants in
the Great Decisions program. Since 1955, opinion
ballots have been included in the Great Decisions
brieﬁng book for each topic presented, enabling all
program participants to register their views. FPA
sends its National Opinion Ballot Report every year
to the White House, the U.S. Departments of State
and Defense, Members of Congress, educational institutions, the media, and concerned citizens. The
report is available without charge upon request, as
well as online. Back issues also are available online.

GREAT DECISIONS TEACHER’S GUIDE
The Great Decisions Teacher’s Guide is used as a
companion to the Great Decisions brieﬁng book by
educators in their classrooms and by Great Decisions discussion group leaders across the United
States. The Guide assists teachers in preparing
students for their roles as citizens of an interdependent world. Lessons are designed to expand
students’ comprehension of the connections between their communities and the larger world and
to encourage students to explore multiple viewpoints and ethical questions. Each topic presented
in the Guide contains a summary of a Great Decisions
brieﬁng book article and two lessons that include
student objectives, key concepts, reproducible
handouts, and a glossary of terms.
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UPDATES OF
GREAT DECISIONS TOPICS
Updates of the most recent Great Decisions
brieﬁng book topics are prepared in February
and August by editorial interns, under the supervision of Foreign Policy Association editors.
The updates are available online and, upon
request, in newsletter format.

The Foreign Policy Association’s annotated The World Map is used in schools throughout he world. The map reaches schools abroad through the New
York State-based Kids To Kids resouce exchange organization.

EDITORIAL ADVISORY COMMITTEE
Chairman

DAVID B.H. DENOON
Professor of Politics and Economics
New York University

BARBARA CROSSETTE
Specialist on the United Nations
and South-Southeast Asia
InterDependent Editor

MICHAEL DOYLE

CHRISTINE E. LUCAS
Chief of Operations
Leadership Florida, Tallahassee

Magazine Writer, Television Host
and Producer

LAWRENCE G. POTTER
Deputy Director of The Gulf/2000 Project
Adjunct Associate Professor
of International Affairs
Columbia University

THOMAS G. WEISS
Presidential Professor
of Political Science and
Director, Ralph Bunche Institute
for International Studies
The City University of New York
Graduate Center

FPA BOARD OF DIRECTORS
EDITORIAL

Harold Brown Professor
of International Affairs,
Law and Political Science
Columbia University
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Programming

T

he Programming department manages all
of the Foreign Policy Association’s education programs in support of the organization’s mission. The department organizes and
supports Great Decisions discussion groups
across the country and promotes the use of Great
Decisions opinion ballots, enabling program participants to register their
views on key international
policy issues. Programming department staff
members also assist interested men, women, and
young people in connecting with Great Decisions
programming activities in
their geographical areas.
Special programs are
designed to engage more
Americans in the Great
Decisions program in local communities, high
schools, colleges, universities, and workplaces
across the country. Each year, the department also
develops Great Decisions promotional materials
and additional resources for program participants.

COMMUNITY OUTREACH
Discussion groups led by Foreign Policy Association staff members Nick Barratt, Michael
Lucivero, and Robert Nolan are one way that
FPA brings Great Decisions to New York, where
FPA’s headquarters is located. Discussion
groups that meet at the 92nd Street Y, Jewish Community Center (JCC-Manhattan), and
Makor/Steinhardt Center are especially popular
and attract many new participants
each year.
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Working to increase Great Decisions participation among high school students, FPA conducted outreach to hundreds of high school teachers
from around the country at recent meetings of the
National Council for the Social Studies. Through
Great Decisions workshop presentations and
exhibitor booths, educators learned about FPA’s
programming
and received
samples of the
Great Decisions
educational
materials.
The Programming
department
works closely
with FPA’s Media department
in developing www.greatdecisions.org, the online home of
the Great Decisions program. This section of
the FPA.org Website contains a wide range of
resources that can be used by all Great Decisions
participants, from those just beginning to explore
international issues with FPA to those who have
pursued Great Decision programs for many years.
The Programming Department produces
Great Decisions Online, a weekly e-newsletter
written for Great Decisions program participants.
Great Decisions Online directs readers to recommended resources recently posted on www.
greatdecisions.org and keeps them informed of the
latest program news. The e-newsletter Great Decisions in the Classroom was introduced recently for
high school and college educators. This newsletter
provides updates on new resources available from
FPA’s Website.

GREAT DECISIONS COORDINATORS
Great Decisions Coordinators manage large networks of Great Decisions
discussion groups in their state or region. Additionally, coordinators
promote the Great Decisions program in their area and assist in forming
new discussion groups and in strengthening the resources of established
discussion groups.
ARIZONA

INDIANA

NEW YORK

SOUTH CAROLINA

Clayton Brower
Jim Huffer
Sue Ward

Cynthia P. Robinson

Joan LeMoyne

Robert Shaw

Nick Pruyn
Julienne Mascellino
George Toth
Carol Whittaker

MARYLAND

NORTH CAROLINA

Nan Doggett

Rebecca Vincent

TEXAS

MICHIGAN

OHIO

Jessica Koloini
Barbara Schneider

Dixie Anderson
Donna DeVinney

Deborah Kittner

LOUISIANA
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Patricia Givens
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Kay Easly
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Kay Maxwell

Carol Steinberg
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Theresa Burks
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Bob Fischer
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Pete Quinby
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Mary Heslin
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David Spader
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Erica Teeter
Ruth Wong
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Doug Savage
Rachel Schrag
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PROGRAMMING

Jacobus Boers
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Anita Selec

Gretchen Hanneﬁeld
OREGON

FLORIDA

Karen A. Bowyer
Beverly Weatherly
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CONNECTICUT
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John Browning
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FPA’s sponsorship of Academic WorldQuest helps to promote local use of the Great
USA
Decisions brieﬁng book among World Affairs
Councils chapters nationwide. WACA bases
one of the ten Academic WorldQuest competition rounds on Great Decisions topics, and local
World Affairs Councils use Great Decisions to
prepare their teams for local competitions.
BeaufortSea

The Foreign Policy Association continues its
sponsorship of the Academic WorldQuest quiz
competition, a national initiative of the World
Affairs Council of America (WACA). Last year
CANADA
FPA introduced an annual local competition in
New York City.
WorldQuest is a team competition that
challenges its players on their knowledge of inFPA hosted its ﬁrst WorldQuest competiternational affairs, geography, culture, and histion in New York in February 2007 at Stuyvetory. FPA’s WorldQuest New York is a way for
HudsonBay
sant High School in Lower Manhattan. FPA
New York area students to expand and evaluate
Director Jim Walsh served as moderator. The
their knowledge of world affairs through intraHerricks High School team from New Hyde
mural competition. The team from the winning
Park, New York, won the competition and went
school earns a spot as FPA’s representative
on to place seventh among the 44 teams at the
to the annual national Academic WorldQuest
national competition.
competition in Washington, D.C.
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RUSSIA

East SiberianSea
e
LaptevSea
aptevSea

ArcticOcean

North Pole

The Herricks High School team clinched
ﬁrst place again, and the Stuyvesant High
School team from New York City took second
place. Two ﬁrst-time competitors, Edward R.
Murrow High School in Brooklyn and Jacqueline
Karaskoy
oye
eM
More
Kennedy Onassis High School in New York City,
placed third and fourth, respectively.
The FPA-sponsored Herricks High School
team excelled at the national Academic WorldQuest 2008 competition, placing sixth among
BarentsSea
the 42 competing teams.

GreenlandSea
eenlandSe
FPA hosted its second WorldQuest New
York competition in December 2007, with
exceptional participation from New York City
BaffinBay
fi
area high schools. Seth Russo, vice-president
of international sales for Scholastic, Inc., and
Elliott Rebhun, editor of The New York Times
Upfront, moderated the competition, which took
place at the Scholastic company’s headquarters De
DenmarkStr
ma
ait
in Manhattan.
Students competed on their knowledge
of issues presented in Great Decisions 2007,
peacekeeping, facts about individual countries
Dthe news, international
DavisStrai
t
in
law, the Organization
of American States (OAS), East Asia, recent
elections abroad, people in the news, diplomatic negotiations, and international pacts.

NorwegianSea

North Sea

PROGRAMMING

AtlanticOcean
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On the second day of the institute,
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participants attended a luncheon at the
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Reserve Bank of New York and heard Shi Yong,
o
ong,
deputy consul general of the People’s Republic
of China in New York, discuss
trade
cuss U.S.-China
U.S
relations. Institute participants
ipants were
we also invited
to tour the Federal Reserve Bank’s
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USA

“The Great Decisions materials truly help
my students understand the global role that
America plays in dealing with foreign policy
with other nations throughout the world.”

✓

COMMENTS BY TEACHER
TRAINING INSTITUTE PARTICIPANTS

Arcti

“The world can be extremely confusing for
adults: we all know that. And even more so for
students. Great Decisions puts issues into order for them, so students can analyze the world
in a manner that brings many, many differences
together and allows them to make decisions on
BeaufortSea
their own.”

✓

“I think it’s critical, it’s crucial
actually, to teach international relations
and American foreign policy in order
for citizens to be informed, to create the
change they want, and then to be part
of that change.”

CANADA

“The lectures were all highly interesting,
extremely clear and of an extremely high caliber. Presenters brought great insight and varied
perspectives on the topics covered. Curriculum
sessions were very valuable, as they permitted
educators in the ﬁeld an opportunity to share
ideas and brainstorm activities. Utilizing a K-12
approach was worthwhile in understanding the
continuum of studies on all levels.”

✓

“The Foreign Policy Association’s commitment to helping teachers become better facilitators of global understanding, as well as the
exposure to the excellent speakers and ideas,
was inspirational. I look forward to incorporatBaffinBay
fi
ing the Great Decisions program into my studies and will encourage others to do the same.”

✓

“I’ve found that a lot of the students we
deal with really want to know what’s going on.
They’ll hear about something on the news, or
they’ll see something that’s going on in the
world, and they’ll really want to know why it’s
going on. Great Decisions does a good job in
framing issues in a way so that you can get
either the basic understanding and focus on the
big themes or, if you choose, go more in depth.”

HudsonBay
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HIGHLIGHTS OF FPA’S
TEACHER TRAINING INSTITUTE
Presentations and discussions on the
Survey of Central Asia, including a look at
United States’ relationships with itsKaraskoy
each
of the
oye
eM
Mo
reﬁve Central Asian countries and an
neighbors in the Western Hemisphere, which
overview of major issues facing the region, led by

rcticOceanfeatured Daniel Sullivan, consul general of Canada
in New York, and Ramón Xilotl Ramirez, consul
general of Mexico in New York.

Exploration of the complexity of U.S.
interests in the Middle East, led by Karen
Kramer, a political scientist from Purchase College.
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FPA blogger on Central Asia Bonnie Boyd.

Discussions of challenges facing South
Africa domestically, regionally, and internationally, moderated by Patrick Hayford, director of the
U.N. Ofﬁce of the Special Advisor on Africa.
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Comparison of national responses to
international climate change issues, presented by Howard Schiffman, New York University’s
director of the Master’s Program in Global Affairs.
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PROGRAMMING

North Sea

Meetings

A

mong the many memorable events of
2008 was the Foreign Policy Association’s
90th Anniversary Year Dinner, featuring
a keynote speech by the president of the United
Nations Security Council, Sir John Sawers. FPA
presented Corporate Social Responsibility
Awards to three distinguished business leaders:
John J. Conroy, chairman of Baker & McKenzie;
John Hofmeister, former president of Shell Oil
Company; and Robert W. Lane, chairman and
chief executive ofﬁcer of Deere & Company.
At our World Leadership Forum 2008,
FPA was honored to host four heads of state:
President Felipe Calderon of Mexico, President
Jose Luis Rodriguez Zapatero of Spain, President
Lech Kaczynski of Poland, and President
Abdullah Gul of Turkey. The Forum provided
an opportunity for participants to sit in on a
conversation between David A. Paterson, the
governor of New York, and Jean Charest, the
Premier of Quebec.
FPA launched in 2008 its International
Business Forum series, designed to bring
together a broad cross-section of ﬁnancial
experts. The launch featured a reception
with Dean Frank Brown of Insead, the leading
international business school, presentations
by numerous acclaimed authors, and dinners

honoring Peter Brabeck-Letmathe, chairman of
Nestlé S.A., and Fred H. Langhammer, chairman
of global affairs at The Esteé Lauder Companies.
Marking our ﬁfth year of partnership with
the National Endowment for Democracy, FPA
and NED continued to present highly engaging
programs that explored the growth of democracy
worldwide. FPA also organized town hall
meetings that focused on U.S. relations with
China and on potential endgames in Iraq. The
meetings, attended by audiences of more than
300, were made available nationwide through
video-casting.
FPA’s 2008 Annual Dinner honored New
York City Mayor Michael Bloomberg. FPA’s
Corporate Social Responsibility Award was
presented to David Cote, chairman and CEO of
Honeywell International; Marilyn Carlson Nelson,
chairman and CEO of Carlson Companies;
and Paul Otellini, president and CEO of Intel
Corporation.
Per Larsson, chief executive ofﬁcer of Borse
Dubai, received FPA’s Global Financial Leader
Award at our 2008 Financial Services Dinner.
FPA honored Frances Aldrich Sevilla-Sacasa,
president of U. S. Trust Bank of America Private
Wealth Management, with its Corporate Social
Responsibility Award.

Meetings: Takako Fujiki, Director of Meetings and Events
Marisa Tramontano, Executive Assistant to the Chairman of the Off-the-Record Lecture Series
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Meetings
January 23, 2007
Sarwar Kashmeri, strategic
communications advisor and
business columnist
“America and Europe after 9/11 and
Iraq: The Great Divide”
Associates’ Lecture
Grupo Santander (New York)
February 12, 2007
Garry Kasparov, chess champion and
Russian democracy activist
“Prospects for Russian Democracy”
Presider: Carl Gershman, president,
National Endowment for Democracy
New York Democracy Forum,
co-sponsored by the National
Endowment for Democracy
McGraw-Hill Auditorium (New York)

February 21, 2007
Dinner honoring recipients of the
FPA Corporate Social Responsibility
Award:
Baudoin Prot, chief executive ofﬁcer,
BNP Paribas
William Priest, chief executive ofﬁcer,
Epoch Holding Corporation
2007 Financial Services Dinner
The Pierre (New York)
Top: Mary Belknap, FPA acting Board chairman (left); Baudoin
Prot, CEO of BNP Paribas; and William Priest, CEO of Epoch
Holding Corporation, at the ceremony honoring recipients of FPA’s
Corporate Social Responsibility Award. Middle: John Whitehead,
chairman of AEA Investors (left), with FPA Fellow Patricia
Patterson and Alexander Farman Farmaian. Left: Everett M.
Schenk, FPA Board member and regional director, North America
at BNP Paribas Corporate Finance (left), and Terrence Checki, FPA
Board member and executive vice president of the Federal Reserve
Bank of New York.
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March 6, 2007
Reception honoring
John Whitehead, statesman,
business leader, and
philanthropist
FPA Whitehead Fellows’
Reception
Private residence (New York)
March 14, 2007
Christopher Cox, chairman,
Securities and Exchange
Commission
“Security and Exchange
Challenges”
New York Democracy Forum
Dinner, co-sponsored by the
National Endowment for
Democracy
The Colony Club (New York)
March 28, 2007
Joel Cohen, head of Laboratory
of Populations,
Rockefeller University
and Columbia University
“Educating All Children”
FPA Lecture
Credit Suisse (New York)
April 18, 2007
Alejandro Toledo, former
President of Peru
“Democracy or Populism:
Responding to the Crisis in
Latin America”
New York Democracy Forum,
co-sponsored by the National
Endowment for Democracy and
The Americas Society
The Americas Society (New York)

Clockwise from upper left: (1) William Priest, chief executive officer, Epoch Holding Corporation
(left), receives the FPA Corporate Social Responsibility Award from FPA Board member
Gonzalo de Las Heras. (2) Baudoin Prot, chief executive officer, BNP Paribas, receives the
Corporate Social Responsibility Award from Gonzalo de las Heras. (3) Noel V. Lateef,
president and CEO of FPA (left); Robert Miller, Partner of Davidson Dawson Clark and FPA
Board member; Gonzalo de Las Heras; U.S. Securities and Exchange Commission Chairman
Christopher Cox; and Carl Gershman, president of the National Endowment for Democracy.
(4) Kathleen de Las Heras; Phillip Mills, partner of Davis Polk & Wardwell and FPA Board
member; and Mary L. Belknap, FPA acting chairman.
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May 8, 2007
Brian Williams,
NBC News anchor
Andrea Mitchell, NBC News
chief foreign correspondent
David Gregory, NBC News chief
Whitehouse correspondent
48th Annual FPA/NBC Luncheon
The Metropolitan Club
(New York)
May 10, 2007
John Newhouse, senior fellow,
World Security Institute
“Boeing Versus Airbus: The
Inside Story of the Greatest
International Competition
in Business”
Presider: Sven Oehme, president
and chief executive ofﬁcer,
European American
Business Organization
Mary L. Belknap Lecture
Grupo Santander (New York)
May 15, 2007
David Lampton, dean of faculty
and director, China studies,
Johns Hopkins School of
Advanced International Studies
“The Three Faces of Chinese
Power: Might, Money, and
Minds”
C.V. Starr Lecture
Credit Suisse (New York)
May 24, 2007
R. James Woolsey, vice
president, Booz Allen Hamilton,
and former director of central
intelligence, Central Intelligence
Agency
“Energy, Security, and the Long
War of the 21st Century”
Elizabeth French Hitchcock
Lecture, co-sponsored by the
Off-the-Record Lecture Series
New York Bar Association
(New York)

Clockwise from upper left: (1) Robert Moritz, managing partner of PricewaterhouseCoopers and
FPA Board member (left); FPA Board Member John Biggs; and Noel V. Lateef, FPA president
and CEO. (2) Christopher Cox, chairman of the U.S. Securities and Exchange Commission
(left), with FPA Board member Gonzalo de Las Heras and Lawrence Uhlick, executive director
and general counsel of the Institute of International Bankers and an FPA fellow. (3) Carl
Gershman, president of the National Endowment for Democracy (left); Alejandro Toledo,
former President of Peru; and Noel V. Lateef. (4) Andrea Mitchell, NBC News chief foreign
correspondent, talks with FPA Fellow Richard Grenell at the annual FPA/NBC Luncheon.
(5) David Denoon, professor of politics and economics at New York University (left); Andrea
Mitchell; and Keith Stock, chairman, president, and CEO of First Financial Partners, Inc.

MEETINGS
FOREIGN POLICY ASSOCIATION | 59

Clockwise from upper left: (1) Brian Williams, NBC News anchor,
with Mary L. Belknap, acting chairman of FPA. (2) Brian Williams
with FPA President Noel V. Lateef and FPA Board member
Gonzalo de Las Heras. (3) Brian Williams at the annual FPA/
NBC Luncheon. (4) David Gregory, NBC News chief Whitehouse
correspondent, and Andrea Mitchell, NBC chief foreign
correspondent.
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May 24, 2007
Antonio Bandini, consul general
of Italy
“Political and Economic
Priorities of the Italian
Government”
Whitehead Fellows’ Reception
Ferrari-Maserati Showroom
(New York)
May 29, 2007
Paul Sarbanes, former
U.S. Senator (Democrat of
Maryland)
“Prospects for Reform in U.S.
Economic Systems”
Fellows’ Reception
Private residence (New York)
June 6, 2007
Vartan Gregorian, president,
Carnegie Corporation
of New York
“Toward a Global
Philanthropic Vision”
Introduction: John Whitehead,
statesman, business leader,
and philanthropist
HSBC/FPA Global Forum Dinner
HSBC Private Bank (New York)
June 11, 2007
Robert Hormats, vice chairman,
Goldman Sachs (International),
and managing director,
Goldman, Sachs & Co.
“The Price of Liberty:
Paying for America’s Wars”
Presider: Gonzalo de Las
Heras, FPA Board member and
director-general,
Grupo Santander
John B. Hurford Lecture
Grupo Santander (New York)
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Top: Antonio Bandini, consul general of Italy (left), with Liu Bi Wei, consul general of China.
Middle: FPA Fellow Amir Dossal, executive director of the U.N. Fund for International
Partnerships (left); with Enzo Viscusi, ENI group senior vice president; and Noel V. Lateef,
president and CEO of FPA. Bottom left: Evan Uhlick, FPA Whitehead fellow, at a Whitehead
Fellows’ Reception held at the Ferrari-Maserati Showroom in New York City. Bottom right: FPA
Fellow Stephen Di Cioccio at the Whitehead Fellows’ Reception.

Upper left: FPA Directors Ponchitta
Pierce (left) and Jeanette Wagner
with Noel V. Lateef, FPA president
and CEO. Upper right: FPA
Whitehead Fellows (left to right)
Andy Albeck, John C. Kelly, Evan
W. Uhlick, Lindsay Aquilina, Jeffrey
H. Westcott, and Jennifer Lattif.
Middle left: Paul Sarbanes, former
U.S. senator from Maryland, at an
FPA Fellows’ Reception. Middle
right: FPA director Robert C.
Miller (left) talking with Edward
Cox, FPA director and partner
at Patterson, Belknap, Webb &
Tyler, at the Fellows’ Reception.
Bottom: Paul Sarbanes (left) with
John Whitehead, chairman of AEA
Investors.
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Upper left: Alan Banes, partner at Howard Kennedy
(left); Leslie Bains, vice chairman of Modern Bank;
and Paul Sarbanes, former U.S. senator from
Maryland. Upper right: FPA Board Member Elbrun
Kimmelman (left), Sandra Warshawsky, and FPA
Board member Jeanette Wagner. Middle left: Carl
Gershman, president of the National Endowment
for Democracy (left), with John Brademas,
president emeritus of New York University, and
Paul Sarbanes. Middle right: Alan Banes (left),
Carl Gershman, Leslie Bains, John Brademas, Paul
Sarbanes, and John Whitehead, chairman of AEA
Investors. Bottom: Enzo Viscusi, ENI group senior
vice president (left); Paul Sarbanes; and David
Hamburg, DeWitt Wallace Distinguished Scholar
at the Weill Medical College of Cornell University.
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Foreign Policy Association Annual Dinner

Top left: Noel V. Lateef, FPA president and CEO; John
Whitehead, chairman of AEA Investors; Mayor Michael
Bloomberg of New York; and FPA Board member
Gonzalo de Las Heras at FPA’s Annual Dinner. Top right:
Richard Lannamann, vice chairman of Spencer Stuart
and FPA Board member (left), and John Whitehead.
Middle left: Brian McK. Henderson, chairman of the
Global Public Sector Client Group at Merrill Lynch,
and his wife, Vivian Henderson. Middle right: Marjorie
Tiven, commissioner of the New York City Commission
for the United Nations (left), FPA Board member
Gonzalo de Las Heras, FPA Fellow James A. Barclay,
Mayor Michael Bloomberg, and FPA Fellow Ethel LeFrak.
Bottom: James A. Barclay (left), Off-the-Record Board
member Kathleen McFarland, FPA Board member John
Hatab, and Ann Charters, chairman of the Off-theRecord Board of Governors.
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June 12, 2007
“The Scorpions,” directed by
Natasa Kandic
Welcome: Carl Gershman,
chairman, National Endowment
for Democracy
New York Democracy Forum
Film Screening: documentary on
war crimes in Bosnia
The American -Scandinavian
Foundation
(New York)
June 21, 2007
“Global Trends and Visions”
presented by FPA honorees
Corporate Social Responsibility
Award Recipients:
Marilyn Carlson Nelson,
chairman and chief executive
ofﬁcer, Carlson Companies
David Cote, chairman and chief
executive ofﬁcer, Honeywell
International
Paul Otellini, president and
chief executive ofﬁcer, Intel
Corporation
FPA Medal Recipient: Michael
Bloomberg, Mayor of the City
of New York
2007 Annual Dinner
The Pierre (New York)

MEETINGS

Top: Noel V. Lateef, president and
CEO of FPA (left); Gonzalo de
Las Heras, FPA Board member;
and Mrs. Vanu Gopala Menon
and Ambassador Menon of the
Permanent Mission of Singapore
to the United Nations at FPA’s
2007 Annual Dinner. Middle
left: FPA Board member James
Dougherty and his daughter,
Megan Dougherty. Middle right:
Mayor Michael Bloomberg of New
York being introduced by John
Whitehead, chairman of AEA
Investors. Bottom: Noel V. Lateef
(left) with John Whitehead and
Mayor Michael Bloomberg.
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Top: Mayor Michael Bloomberg of New York (left),
General Eric Shinseki (U.S. Army, retired), and David Cote,
chairman and CEO of Honeywell International. Middle
left: Mayor Bloomberg (left) after receiving the FPA Medal
from John Whitehead, chairman of AEA Investors. Middle
right: David Cote (left) receiving FPA’s Corporate Social
Responsibility Award from FPA Board member Gonzalo
de Las Heras. Bottom: Marilyn Carlson Nelson, chairman
and CEO of Carlson Companies and recipient of the FPA
Corporate Social Responsibility Award, at FPA’s 2007
Annual Dinner.
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June 25, 2007
Dinner honoring
Arturo Sarukhan, ambassador
of Mexico to the United States,
and Mrs. Veronica Sarukhan
Fellows’ Dinner
The Lateef residence
(Great Falls, Virginia)
June 27, 2007
Francois Delattre, consul general
of France in New York
“The French Elections”
Fellows’ Reception
The Walsh Residence
(New York)
September 24, 2007
Michelle Bachelet,
President of Chile
“Chile in the Global Context”
Presiders: Mary Robinson,
former President of Ireland and
former U.N. high commissioner
for human rights; Carl
Gershman, president, National
Endowment for Democracy
New York Democracy Forum
Gala Dinner
The St. Regis (New York)
September 25, 2007
Jorge Castaneda, former foreign
minister of Mexico
“The United States and Mexico:
Immigration, Economics, and
Democracy”
Sergey Lavrov, foreign minister
of Russia
“The Cooperation Imperative”
World Leadership Forum
Presentations and discussions
The St. Regis (New York)
October 10, 2007
James Geary, author
“A Riddle Wrapped in a Mystery
inside an Enigma: Aphorisms
and Diplomacy”
Lester Morse, Jr. Lecture
Grupo Santander (New York)

Top: David Cote, chairman and CEO of Honeywell International (left),
with Marilyn Carlson Nelson, chairman and CEO of Carlson Companies,
and Paul Otellini, president and CEO of Intel Corporation, at FPA’s Annual
Dinner. Middle: FPA Fellow Alfred Ross (left), FPA Board Member
Edward Cox, and Sergey Viktorovich Lavrov, Russian minister of foreign
affairs. Bottom right: Sharmin Mossavar-Rahmani, CIO for the Private
Wealth Management Group and partner, Goldman Sachs, at FPA’s World
Leadership Forum. Bottom right: Ethan Harris, chief U.S. economist,
Lehman Brothers Holdings, Inc., at the FPA Leadership Forum.
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Top left: Russian Minister of
Foreign Affairs Sergey Viktorovich
Lavrov (left); Noel V. Lateef,
president and CEO of FPA; and
Stanford F. Warshawsky, chairman
of Bismarck Capital, LLC, at the
FPA World Leadership Forum. Top
right: FPA Fellow Alfred Ross (left)
and Sergey Viktorovich Lavrov.
Middle: Jorge Castaneda, former
foreign minister of Mexico, and
Noel V. Lateef. Bottom: Joanna
and Daniel Rose at the Dan Rose
Lecture on “Einstein: His Life and
Universe.”
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Pascal Lamy, director-general of the World Trade Organization (left), and W. Michael Reisman, Myres S. McDougal Professor of Law at
the Yale Law School, at a John C. Whitehead Lecture at the Yale Club of New York.

.
October 25, 2007
Pascal Lamy, director-general,
World Trade Organization
“The Doha Development
Agenda: Building a Stronger
WTO System”
Presider: W. Michael Reisman,
Myres S. McDougal Professor of
Law, Yale Law School
John C. Whitehead Lecture
Yale Club (New York)
October 31, 2007
Zalmay M. Khalilzad, permanent
representative of the United
States to the United Nations
“Analysis of a Changing
Relationship: the U.S.
and the U.N.”
Fellows’ Reception
Private residence (New York)

November 7, 2007
Marc Chandler, global head
of currency strategy, Brown
Brothers Harriman, and
associate professor, New York
University School of Continuing
and Professional Studies
“Making Cents of the Dollar”
Presider: Gonzalo de Las Heras,
Foreign Policy Association
Board member and directorgeneral, Grupo Santander
William K. Tell, Jr. Lecture
Grupo Santander (New York)
November 15, 2007
Margot Wallstrom, vice
president, European
Commission
“Europe at a Turning Point?”

Presider: Sarwar Kashmeri,
strategic communications
advisor and business columnist
Associates’ Lecture
Grupo Santander (New York)
November 27, 2007
Walter Isaacson, author and
president and chief executive
ofﬁcer, Aspen Institute
“Einstein: His Life and Universe”
Dan Rose Lecture
Grupo Santander (New York)
December 6, 2007
Peter Krogh, dean emeritus,
Georgetown University School
of Foreign Service
Remarks upon receiving the
2007 FPA Medal
Reception for Foreign Policy
Association Board members
and fellows
Grupo Santander (New York)
MEETINGS

November 2, 2007
Sir Nigel Sheinwald, United
Kingdom ambassador to the
United States
Robert H. Tuttle, United States
ambassador to the U.K.

“Exchange of Views and Ideas”
Presider: FPA President
Noel V. Lateef,
Ambassadorial dialogue,
co-sponsored by
BritishAmerican Business
Yale Club (New York)
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Relations Between Russia
and the United States
Sergey Viktorovich Lavrov
Foreign Minister of the Russian Federation

Russia underwent transformations in the 1990s that removed
the grounds for ideological incompatibility and confrontation
in Russian-American relations.

I

lived in New York for a total of seventeen
years, and I have traveled a bit in the United
States. This country has inﬂuenced both my
life and my perception of international relations.
This year we celebrate the 200th anniversary
of diplomatic relations between the United
States and Russia. Many important things
have happened over the last 200 years. We
remember the time when Russia supported
the North American colonies’ struggle for
independence and when Russia pursued the
policy of armed neutrality that allowed this
new country to trade and consequently, helped
it to survive. We remember enlightened
contacts between Czar Alexander I and
Thomas Jefferson. We also remember the time
when both Russia and the United States were
exploring the new land in the American West.
The 49th state of the United States was once
Russian territory. We, of course, remember
lend-lease assistance, which was very important
to Russia, the ﬁrst Soyuz space mission, and
many other things that brought our countries
and people together.
We have also seen not-so-good times,
including confrontation evolving into the Cold
War. The Caribbean crisis showed that the
leaders of both countries, even at that time,
had the wisdom to avoid a standoff. The
policy of detente logically followed, in spite of
the confrontational standoff of the two blocs,

Russia’s response to the 9/11
terrorist attacks gave strong
political momentum to our relations, adding an emotional dimension and prompting recollections
of our alliance during World War II.
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known differences over the Iraq war could not
stall progress.
At the same time that Russia was
regaining its strength, it was faced with
increasing pressure from the outside to insure
free access to Russian oil and gas resources,
as well as to inﬂuence its internal political
development. I want to be very clear: I do not
support the claims that there was a deliberate
outside strategy vis-à-vis Russia, but we are
all very aware that in politics, the perception
sometimes matters more than reality itself.
Moreover, a new trend in our relations
emerged against the background of additional
important developments, including those in the
very sensitive area of strategic stability, when
the United States unilaterally started a revision
of our common achievements in the ﬁeld of
development and arms control. The United
States withdrew from the ABM [Anti-Ballistic
Missile] Treaty, and the future of another
important instrument, the START [Strategic
Offense Reductions Treaty] was put into
question. In American political parlance, it was
called the Cold War legacy, and regrettably,
we now have to think how to prevent growing
alienation between us. I would like to stress
this point: there are no objective reasons for a
new confrontation, only mutual aloofness. We
will not succeed in our national interests unless
we reach a common perception of the world
we live in and of the shape of things to come.
After the end of the Cold War, Russia
could not afford the luxury of self-delusion.
We could not be mistaken regarding the new
reality and had to accept it, however difﬁcult
the psychological adaptation may have been.
We gave up an ideology and chose pragmatism
and common sense, building our foreign policy
on sound national interests. I believe that we
have found ourselves in the mainstream of
international life.
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with the realization that we cannot survive if
we do not talk to each other and if we do not
build bridges. It is important that our common
history has known more ups than downs.
Whatever turns our relations took, they always
highlighted the great future for both the United
States and Russia that Alexis de Tocqueville
foresaw.
Russia underwent transformations in the
1990s that removed the grounds for ideological
incompatibility and confrontation in RussianAmerican relations. These transformations
opened up new and unprecedented prospects
for our cooperation. The experience of working
together over the past few years demonstrates
that given the political will, mutual respect,
and equal treatment, we can fully realize the
potential of our cooperation. The presidencies
of Vladimir Putin and George W. Bush, their
mutual personal commitments—chemistry, if
you like—and commitment to developing the
partnership opened a new page in our history
and in our relations. When uncertainties of
the 1990s were left behind and we overcame
vestiges of the past, Russia had to make some
very hard decisions that became a kind of
investment in our common future.
Russia’s response to the 9/11 terrorist
attacks gave strong political momentum to
our relations, adding an emotional dimension
and prompting recollections of our alliance
during World War II. There were joint efforts to
topple the Taliban regime in Afghanistan, with
Russia helping with the provision of military
transit through its territory and helping to get
permission for such transit through the territory
of its allies in Central Asia. All this served as
a very powerful uniting factor. There was also
progress in trade and economic relations, which
includes the energy sector. Even our well-

Relations Between Russia
and the United States
(Continued)

In the same period, at the end of the Cold
War, the United States found itself in a different
position. You had more options than we did.
The situation after the collapse of the Soviet
Union allowed the United States to choose
how it would act in international relations.
Unfortunately, it took ﬁfteen years to begin
to realize that the end of the Cold War had
radically changed the world for all countries,
without exception. Moreover, I would venture
to say that the former perception of American
leadership started to give way even within the
western community.
In the geopolitical terms of the past, the
end of the bipolar world and the dramatic
change in the international landscape looked
very much like a geopolitical catastrophe for the
United States as well. President Putin said that
the collapse of the Soviet Union was the biggest
geopolitical catastrophe of the 20th century.
He was hugely criticized as dreaming of the
times when the Soviet Union had all its nuclear
weapons. But he meant something different.
He meant that we all lost our country. Still, it
was our country, and I believe that people can
understand this. He meant this: God forbid
that you ever have to live through the same

Today, global challenges are coming to the forefront, and nobody
can counter them efficiently alone.
We have to deal more and more
with phenomena rather than with
threats from individual states.
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situation. His statement is true for many other
countries, including the United States. The
United States certainly has found itself alone
with the huge temptation to do many things
at the same time, but not everything works as
it was intended to. I believe our problems are
mutual. The problems caused by the end of the
Cold War and by the way it ended are common
problems of the world, although these problems
may present themselves differently in different
countries.
We are convinced that today’s national
interests should be cleared of all artiﬁcial
ideological motives and should become the
reference point of the international process.
Quite some time ago, European countries
arrived at such a conclusion, after having
experienced the bloodshed of religious wars on
the continent. The Cold War was a rollback,
with national interests sacriﬁced for the sake of
ideology. If we could overcome the legacy of a
terror of ideological confrontation, each country
could again rely ﬁrmly on its vital and pragmatic
interests, while respecting similar interests of
others.
Today, global challenges are coming to
the forefront, and nobody can counter them
efﬁciently alone. We have to deal more and
more with phenomena rather than with threats
from individual states. The signiﬁcance and
efﬁciency of military power in international
relations, I would add, is objectively decreasing.
Globalization has gone beyond the boundaries of
western civilization, which can also be attributed
to the end of the Cold War. Today competition
assumes a civilizational dimension and generally
global character. The current situation is
absolutely different from that which prevailed
during the Cold War, when competition took
place within the framework of one civilization

Brent Scowcroft justly notes that
it is counterproductive “to divide
the world up again between the
good and the evil.”
inevitably lead to confrontation. This situation
prevailed on the eve of World War I and during
the Cold War.
Anti-Americanism, in fact, produces the
same outcome. I would like to assure you that
Russia will never let anyone make our country
a part of such confrontational schemes. Let
me quote an independent Russian researcher,
Fyodor Lukyanov, who is editor-in-chief of a
Russian journal similar to Foreign Affairs. In a
recent article, he gives the following analysis
of the parallels between such attempts and
the ideological and political origins of the Cold
War: “Conﬂict was a condition more easily
understood and in many ways more expedient
than the difﬁcult search for a balance of
interests and areas of agreement. Today we
can see the same mechanisms at work in the
genesis of a Cold War with our own eyes,” but
today “there is no clash of ideologies, no arms
race, and not even a resolvable geopolitical
conﬂict between Russia and the United States.”
So what are the differences that draw us
apart on the practical issues of international
affairs? I would like to describe the most
relevant ones.
As far as Iran is concerned, we are
unanimous that breaches of the nonproliferation
regime are inadmissible, but we differ on how to
reach our goal. Each side has its own analysis.
We proceed from the assumption that
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and between antagonists armed with different
products of European political foes.
We can understand fears about
globalization, as expressed by German Foreign
Minister Frank-Walter Steinmeier. But one
should not respond to the new environment
irrationally. Brent Scowcroft justly notes that
it is counterproductive “to divide the world up
again between the good and the evil.” Brent
Scowcroft also said, “Increasingly, power in the
broad sense resides more in the collectivity of
states.” For that reason, I believe it is nothing
short of destructive to attempt addressing
the challenges of a new global situation in the
old ideological manner. That manner mainly
devises artiﬁcial confrontational constructions
in which the paradigm of modern international
relations is forced into the narrow formula
of liberal democracy against authoritarian
capitalism. The latter allegedly is represented
by Russia and China, with Russia spearheading
this newly invented confrontation that has been
designed to divide the world once again into
friends and foes. As a police ofﬁcer said in a
famous movie, “Round up the usual suspects.”
I remember a story by a Roman historian
of a well-born young man who asked an
inﬂuential politician for advice. The politician
concluded that the problems were so serious
that they did not lend themselves to a solution
without civil war. I would hate to think that
anyone is seeking solutions to individual
problems through destruction of the existing
international legal order, an atmosphere of
confrontation, or division of the world along
ideological and civilizational lines. History
shows that it is precisely bipolar structures that

Relations Between Russia
and the United States
(Continued)

the problem of Iran’s nuclear program, like any
other international problem, cannot be resolved
by force. Therefore, there is no alternative to
a political and diplomatic settlement. Iran
is undergoing a political process that can be
inﬂuenced positively only through engagement.
We should have learned the lesson of how
dangerous it is to artiﬁcially create rogue states
and to refuse to provide equal security for all.
We can hardly prevent mistaken steps
if someone is determined to take them, but
we will feel sorry if our partners make a
hasty choice in resolutions concerning Iran or
unilateral independence for Kosovo. The real
question is whether the United States, Europe,
the Middle East, and the entire international
community can afford such moves.
It is quite telling that appeals to build
pressure on Iran, while leaving no options on
the table, were voiced precisely at the moment
when the International Atomic Energy Agency
obtained Tehran’s pledge and commitment
to resolve the important issues related to its
nuclear program. Let us not forget that a similar
situation existed in 2003 vis-à-vis Iraq, when
the IAEA was not given a chance to complete
the work it had begun, and the so-called
coalition of the willing, in circumvention of the
U.N. Security Council, undertook to accomplish
the mission. By the way, coalitions of the
willing do not constitute multilateralism. They
are simply a group of countries subscribing to
decisions already made by somebody else. As
Fyodor Dostoyevsky wrote, they are “longing for
submission to somebody else’s will.” I think that
true multilateralism is found not in the number
of participants, but rather in the modalities of
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their participation. Multilateralism implies
joint analysis from the very beginning, joint
decision-making, and consequently, shared
responsibility. If this approach had been applied
in respect to, say, Iraq, I think the results could
have been different.
As for Iran, we started working in the
format of six countries, and at the very
beginning, we agreed to work on a collective
basis and within the U.N. Security Council. The
Council included three countries in Europe, the
United States, Russia, and China. However, in
addition to our mutually developed plan, which
has been endorsed by the Security Council and
has begun to bring results, the United States
and some European countries have announced
unilateral and obviously disproportionate
sanctions against Iran. Such steps absolutely
damage the common course.
Our relations with the European Union
have suffered from what I would call collective
unilateralism. The new members of the EU
seem to be mesmerized by their numbers,
and each of them may demand solidarity with
everyone else on any individual problem. As
a result, we encounter a bloc position, and
we ﬁnd this bloc position not only when we
negotiate directly with the EU, but also when
we negotiate in the United Nations, in the

Coalitions of the willing do not
constitute multilateralism. They
are simply a group of countries
subscribing to decisions already
made by somebody else.

One can essentially conclude
that diplomacy is gaining momentum around the world, which
is another direct consequence
of the emancipation of international relations after the end of
the Cold War.
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Council of Europe, and elsewhere. Of course
I accept their right to act in this way, but they
should certainly remember that in terms of
pluralistic democracy, the EU in its external
context should seek a broader consensus than
its own majority. Otherwise, we will be dealing
with a situation resembling the democratic
centralism of the Soviet Union’s Communist
Party, in which the minority was always
required to follow the majority.
Russia is by no means interested in seeing
the United States retire into its shell and mind
its own business internationally, as called for by
a considerable part of U.S. public opinion. But
Russia cannot cooperate according to dictated
terms. We cannot always put ourselves into
someone else’s shoes, as we are asked to, and
take into account someone else’s concerns
while our own interests and concerns, are
not taken into account. This position applies
not just to the United States; it applies to any
partner that would like to cooperate with us.
The European security architecture and
its elements are becoming unsustainable. This
situation is fraught with risks, and Russia will

have no other choice but to opt out of these
structures and then to start cooperating with
them, including with NATO, on an ad hoc basis.
Our partners will have to decide how to insure
viability of the European security structures
on their own, without Russia’s participation, if
they opt for such action.
I think there is only one way to prevent
the situation from evolving in this direction:
create an open system of collective security.
We put forward proposals on how to
salvage the European structure at the CFE
[Conventional Armed Forces in Europe]
conference of participating states, and we
are open to discussion of counterproposals. I
know that the Germans and the French have
some ideas, and the Americans are moving in
the same direction. I welcome the discussion
as we stand ready to interact with NATO
in Europe, as well as in other parts of the
world, with the concurrent involvement of
relevant regional organizations. For over two
years, we have been proposing a partnership
between NATO and the [Commonwealth of
Independent States] Collective Security Treaty
Organization regarding Afghanistan, where we
do not have any differences at all. Afghanistan
must not be allowed to become a nest for
terrorists again, and the drug problem must be
resolved. Unfortunately, we have received no
response to our offer so far.
The era of great geographical discoveries
is long gone, and there is no vacuum
anywhere that has to be filled. One can
essentially conclude that diplomacy is gaining
momentum around the world, which is another
direct consequence of the emancipation of
international relations after the end of the
Cold War. Diplomacy will inevitably devalue
cumbersome and rigid old alliances that have
fixed obligations for involvement against
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known threats. There can be only one option:
cooperating with anyone who shows interest
in cooperation, obviously within the norms
of international law and the United Nations
Charter. Sharing becomes the key concept, with
shared vision, shared analysis, shared burden,
shared responsibility, joint decisions, and joint
action. As a matter of fact, one has hardly any
doubts that within a collective, imaginative
leadership based on these principles, the United
States would still be the ﬁrst, but the ﬁrst
among equals. To be a ﬁrst among equals, one
has to recognize one’s partners as equals.
As to our strategic relationship, I would
like to call bilaterally upon our American
partners to proceed from the assumption that
Russia does not and cannot harbor any hostile
intent against the United States or any other
power. We simply have no rationale for such
hostility. The past ideological rationale is gone.
We are looking for reciprocity in getting rid of
the ideology that used to feed suspicions and
hostility. In any event, there is no strategic or
systemic incompatibility between Russia and
the United States. In an environment where
security and prosperity in the globalizing world
are indivisible, we do not see any reason to cling
to a narrow interpretation of national interests
on issues including strategic stability.
The proposals on missile defense by
President Putin highlight a new and realistic
interpretation of strategic stability issues that
abandons exclusivity and opens these issues
to other countries concerned, primarily in
Europe. The proposals elevate the issues to an
unprecedented degree of conﬁdence. Henry
Kissinger understands the kind of opening this
creates for a qualitative change that betters our
relations in general and takes them to a new
level of strategic allied cooperation. In addition,
universalization in strategic areas would
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naturally encourage developments in the ﬁeld of
nonproliferation. Unilateral actions undermine
trust.
The American university professor Ted
Postal, of the Massachusetts Institute of
Technology, admits that current U.S. plans to
deploy elements of global missile defense in
Eastern Europe will be just a stepping stone
for subsequent radical modernization. Bases
will pose a considerable threat to Russian
security, which is exactly what we have told
the American side time and time again. We
continue our discussions. We have offered
cooperation in using their radar, which would be
able to detect any suspicious moves and would
provide enough time to take measures that
would preclude the materialization of fears.
Another danger of the unilateral
destruction of strategic stability is that in the
absence of positive economic interdependence
between our countries, such action can
dramatically narrow the very foundations of
our bilateral relationship. Unfortunately, unlike
U.S.-China trade and economic cooperation, the
Russia-U.S. volume of trade and investments
looks very modest. Going unilateral will create

I would like to call bilaterally upon
our American partners to proceed
from the assumption that Russia
does not harbor any hostile intent
against the United States or any
other power. We simply have no
rationale for such hostility.

Russian foreign and domestic
policies focus on economic issues. We want to undertake
trade while making use of our
competitive advantage.
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new problems and undermine conﬁdence.
Without conﬁdence, there can be no effective
cooperation on the broad range of problems
common to all of us.
Having embarked upon profound yet
peaceful transformations, Russia is currently
facing criticism and sometimes accusations
concerning democracy, rights and freedoms,
and the rule of law. Our opponents, I believe,
fail to consider that Russia has only covered
a short distance along this road, yet it has
already achieved one of the fundamental
conditions for the success of reform: domestic,
political, and economic stability.
Quite long ago, western democracy
entered the age of political technologies.
When Russia became Russia, after the demise
of the Soviet Union, political technologies
became one of the many items exported by
the West to Russia. So we have a common
problem. I believe we should look at it without
sticking labels on it. I would also add that
we have a lot of economic development
activities in common. For example, Russia
now promotes what we call a public-private
economic partnership, which sometimes is
viewed as an indication that we are moving
toward state capitalism. Let us remember that
public-private partnership is an Anglo-Saxon
invention. It is another export from you to us,
and we thank you very much for it.

I would like to quote from Michael
Mandelbaum’s article in Foreign Affairs: “The
key to establishing a working democracy, and
in particular the institutions of liberty, has been
the free market economy. The institutions,
skills, and values needed to operate the free
market economy are those that in the political
sphere constitute democracy.” Then he added
that “the best way to force democracy is to
encourage the spread of free markets.” I can
assure you that this tenet absolutely describes
the strategic course of President Putin. Please
be a bit patient to see additional results in the
political sphere.
I think we are in very bad need of a frank
and open discussion, which was the point
President Putin made in his speech in Munich.
He initiated the debate, and we are trying to
adequately contribute to it without hiding
our assessments, our analyses, or our foreign
policy philosophy. We know that we are being
listened to and being read, but unfortunately,
interactivity is missing. I hope that our partners
will respond substantively and will persuade us
of the fairness of their analyses.
We are open to persuasion but in an
intellectual mode with arguments at hand and
not just on the basis of principles. We all need
open discussions based on acknowledgement
of honest disagreements on some issues.
Avoiding such debate or substituting for
it lectures is a bad sign of intellectual and
psychological isolationism. I would like Russia
to be understood correctly. It is not the ﬁrst
time in our history that we have undergone
a period of internal consolidation, of pulling
ourselves together as necessary for a new
recovery of our country. It happened after the
Crimean War and even during the Soviet period
following postwar reconstruction.
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Russia desires a good partnership in relations with the United
States. Both countries have
large potential to enhance their
ties through cooperation in all
areas. But using this potential
requires an appropriate environment and the nurturing of
mutual respect based on regard
for each other’s interests.

Foreign Minister Sergey Lavrov delivered
this keynote address at the Foreign Policy
Association’s World Leadership Forum in
New York City.
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I would like to draw attention to the fact that
Russian foreign and domestic policies focus
on economic issues. We want to undertake
trade while making use of our competitive
advantages. Now we are building our own
capacity to solve our own problems and to
modernize our economy, raise the living
standards of our people, and strengthen
our security on the basis of the principle of
reasonable sufﬁciency. On these crucial issues,
we want to stand on our own. As far as I
understand, this description represents exactly
how the Americans think of themselves and
their country. This understanding of minimum
necessary elements also adds to the quality
of the international partnership between the
United States and Russia.
Our common experiences help us even
now to better understand each other. For
example, the United States stayed in calmly,
unlike some circles in Europe, when the
Russian Strategic Air Force resumed its longrange patrols in full compliance with practices
that are based on international law and that
our American colleagues know very well.
Russia desires a good partnership in relations
with the United States. Both countries have
large potential to enhance their ties through
cooperation in all areas. But using this
potential requires an appropriate environment
and the nurturing of mutual respect based on
regard for each other’s interests.
Future leaders of our countries are being
molded today, and the way Russian-American
relations develop over the next few decades
will depend on correct perceptions of each
other. Whatever differences we may have,
and whatever choices Russia might have to
make under the guidance of its own national
interests, we will always be willing to restore
a more positive atmosphere for our relations
at any moment. But it would be much better
if we wasted no time in starting to build
together, along with other countries, for our
common future.
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January 24, 2008
David B.H. Denoon, professor of
politics and economics,
New York University and
chairman, Great Decisions
Editorial Advisory Board
“Economic and Strategic
Rise of China and India:
Asian Realignments after the
1997 Financial Crisis”
Presider: Elbrun Kimmelman,
director, Foreign Policy
Association
Associates’ Lecture
Grupo Santander (New York)
February 6, 2008
Vicente Fox,
former President of Mexico
“Mexico’s Long Road to
Democracy: The Challenges Ahead”
Presider: Carl Gershman,
president, National Endowment
for Democracy
New York Democracy Forum,
co-sponsored by the National
Endowment for Democracy
McGraw-Hill (New York)

Top: New York University Professor
of Politics and Economics David
Denoon, speaking on the economic
rise of China and India, and
Elbrun Kimmelman, FPA Board
member. Middle: Noel V. Lateef,
FPA president and CEO (left), with
Vicente Fox, former President
of Mexico, and Carl Gershman,
president of the National
Endowment for Democracy, at a
presentation by former President
Fox and book signing. Bottom:
FPA Fellow Doris Halaby and FPA
Fellow James A. Barclay at the
book signing.
-
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February 28, 2008
Per Larsson, chief executive
ofﬁcer, Borse Dubai
and recipient of the 2008 FPA
Global Finance Leader Award
“International Business in Dubai”
Introduced by Frank G. Wisner,
vice chairman, external affairs,
American International Group.
Frances Aldrich Sevilla-Sacasa,
president, U.S. Trust,
Bank of America Private Wealth
Management and recipient of
the 2008 FPA Corporate Social
Responsibility Award
“Private Wealth Management”
Introduced by Everett M.
Schenk, regional manager,
North America, BNP Paribas
Corporate Finance
2008 Financial Services Dinner
The Pierre (New York)
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March 18, 2008
Frank G. Wisner, vice chairman,
external affairs,
American International Group and
special representative
of the secretary of state to the
Kosovo Status Talks
“The Kosovo Crisis and American
Diplomacy”
Presider: Douglas L. Paul, vice
chairman, ﬁxed income,
Credit Suisse
Associates’ Lecture
Credit Suisse (New York)

Upper left: Rita DiMartino, director of the National Endowment for Democracy (left),
former President of Mexico Vicente Fox, and Katrina Antens-Miller and her husband,
Robert Miller, a partner at Davidson, Dawson, & Clark, LLP and FPA Board member.
Upper right: Hugh Roome III, president of Scholastic International and FPA Board member;
FPA Board Member Nina Henderson; and former Mexican President Vicente Fox and
Marta Fox at presentation on current challenges faced by Mexico. Below: Noel V. Lateef,
president and CEO of FPA (left), with Vicente Fox, National Endowment for Democracy
President Carl Gershon, and FPA Fellow Jill Spalding.
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March 25, 2008
Reception in honor of Senator
Chuck Hegal
(Republican of Nebraska)
Presider: Mary L. Belknap,
acting chairman, Foreign Policy
Association Board of Directors
Fellows’ Reception
The St. Regis (New York)
March 26, 2008
“Iraq Endgame: The Future of U.S.
Involvement in Iraq”
Moderator: Lawrence Korb,
senior fellow,
American Enterprise Institute
Panelists: Frederick Kagan,
resident scholar,
American Enterprise Institute
Augustus Norton, professor of
international relations,
Boston University
Foreign Policy Association
Town Hall Meeting
McGraw-Hill Auditorium (New York)
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Top: Per Larsson, CEO of Borse Dubai and recipient of FPA’s 2008 Global Finance Leader Award (left); Mary L. Belknap, acting
chairman of FPA; New York Governor David Paterson; and Noel V. Lateef, president and CEO of FPA, at FPA’s 2008 Financial Services
Dinner. Middle left: Frances Aldrich Sevilla-Sacasa, president of U.S. Trust Bank of America Private Wealth Management and recipient
of the 2008 FPA Corporate Social Responsibility Award (left), with Everett M. Schenk, regional manager, North America, BNP Paribas
Corporate Finance. Middle right: Per Larsson (left) with Frank Wisner, vice chairman, external affairs, AIG. Bottom left: FPA Director
Nina Henderson and John Whitehead, chairman of AEA Investors. Bottom middle: FPA Fellow Doris Halaby with Sean McCance, a
New York surgeon, at FPA’s Financial Services Dinner. Bottom right: Renée Lundholm, president of the Swedish-American Chamber of
Commerce in New York, and FPA Board member Edward Cox.

Top left: Senator Chuck Hagel, Republican of Nebraska,
addressing FPA guests at a Fellows’ reception. Top right:
Stanford S. Warshawsky, chairman of Bismarck Capital, LLC
(left), with Senator Hagel and Sandra Warshawsky. Middle
left: FPA Fellow Tom Brokaw (left) and William vanden Heuval,
senior advisor of Allen & Company. Middle right: Theodore
Sorensen of Paul, Weiss, Rifkind, Wharton & Garrison (left)
with FPA Director Enzo Viscusi and Senator Chuck Hagel.
Bottom: Tom Brokaw (left) and Senator Hagel.
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April 9, 2008
Lawrence Summers, Charles W.
Eliot University Professor at
Harvard University and former U.S.
treasury secretary
“America and the New Global
Economy”
Presider: Ann Charters, chairman,
Off-the-Record Board of Governors
Museum of Modern Art (New York)

Top left: Augustus Norton, professor
of international relations at Boston
University and advisor to the Iraq Study
Group (left), and Frederick Kagan,
resident scholar at the American
Enterprise Institute, at an FPA town hall
meeting addressing developments in
Iraq. Top right: Lawrence Korb, senior
fellow at the Center for American
Progress, moderating the town hall
meeting. Bottom left: Augustus Norton
(left), Lawrence Korb, and Frederick
Kagan. Bottom right: Participants in
FPA’s town hall meeting on Iraq.
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April 15, 2008
David Hamburg, DeWitt Wallace
Distinguished Scholar at
Weill Medical College of Cornell
University and president emeritus,
Carnegie Corporation of New York
“Preventing Genocide: Practical
Steps Toward Early Detection and
Effective Action”
Welcome: Viktor Polgar, consul
general of Hungary in New York
April 10, 2008
Presider: Robert Orr, United
Reception in honor of Klaus Schwab, Nations assistant secretaryexecutive chairman,
general for policy coordination
World Economic Forum
and strategic planning
Presider: Brendan Dougher,
Associates’ Lecture
managing partner,
Hungarian Consulate
PricewaterhouseCoopers
(New York)
Fellows’ Reception
The St. Regis (New York)
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April 16, 2008
Richard Levin, president of
Yale University
“The American University and
the Global Agenda”
Welcome: Hugh Roome lll,
president of Scholastic International
Presider: W. Michael Reisman,
Myres S. McDougal Professor of
Law, Yale University
Associates’ Lecture
Scholastic Auditorium
(New York)

New York University and
member, Great Decisions
Editorial Advisory Board
Webcast: Norman Ornstein,
resident scholar, American
Enterprise Institute
China Town Hall Meeting,
co-sponsored by the National
Committee on
U.S.-China Relations and
New York University
New York University
(New York)

April 17, 2008
Barry Naughton, Sokwanlok Chair
of Chinese International Affairs,
University of California
at San Diego
“The China Issue in the 2008
Presidential and Congressional
Campaigns”
Presider: David B.H. Denoon,
professor of politics
and economics at

April 23, 2008
Gary Hart, author and
commentator, formerly U.S.
Senator from Colorado
“Under the Eagle’s Wing: A
National Security Strategy
of the United States for 2009”
Fellows’ Reception
The Lotos Club
(New York)
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Top right: FPA Fellow Sanjeev K. Mehra, a
managing director of Goldman Sachs (left),
and FPA Fellow Rodrick C. Gow, co-founder of
Gow & Partners, at a Fellows’ presentation in
New York. Top right: Klaus Schwab, executive
chairman of the World Economic Forum,
addressing FPA fellows. Bottom left: Stanford
S. Warshawsky, chairman of Bismarck Capital,
LLC (left); Klaus Schwab; Hugh Roome III, FPA
Board member and president of Scholastic
International; and FPA President and CEO
Noel V. Lateef. Bottom middle: Brendan
Dougher, managing partner, New York Metro
Region, PricewaterhouseCoopers. Bottom
right: Klaus Schwab.

Top right: David Hamburg, DeWitt Wallace Distinguished Scholar at the Weill Medical College of Cornell University and author of Preventing Genocide (left), and Robert Orr, U.N. assistant secretary-general for policy coordination and strategic planning, at an FPA Associates’ Lecture. Middle left: David Hamburg. Middle center: Victor Polgar, consul general of Hungary. Middle right: Robert Orr. Bottom
left: Robert Orr (left), Victor Polgar, David Hamburg, AEA Investors Chairman John Whitehead, and FPA President and CEO Noel V.
Lateef. Bottom right: Barry Naughton, So Kuanlok Professor of Chinese and International Affairs at the Graduate School of International
Relations and Paciﬁc Studies, University of California at San Diego.
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April 29, 2008
Frank Brown, dean, INSEAD
“The Global Business Leader”
Fellows’ Reception
PricewaterhouseCoopers
(New York)
May 7, 2008
William Cohan, author and
formerly investigative reporter
“The Last Tycoons”
Associates’ Lecture
PricewaterhouseCoopers
(New York)
May 12, 2008
Prince Alwaleed Bin Talal Bin
Abdulaziz Alsaud, chairman,
Kingdom Holding Company
“Connecting the Middle East
and the West”
Presider: William Rhodes, senior
vice president, Citigroup, Inc. and
chairman, Citigroup and Citibank
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Corporate Annual Dinner
The Metropolitan Club
(New York)
May 14, 2008
Jose Miguel Insulza, secretarygeneral, Organization of
American States
“Advancing Democracy in Latin
America: The Role of the OAS”
Welcome: Susan Segal,
president and chief executive
ofﬁcer, Americas Society and
Council of the Americas
Presider: Carl Gershman,
president, National Endowment
for Democracy
New York Democracy Forum
Lecture, co-sponsored by the
National Endowment for
Democracy and Americas
Society and Council
of the Americas
Americas Society
(New York)

Top left: Richard Levin, president
of Yale University, at an FPA
Associates’ Lecture. Top right:
FPA Board Member Lester S.
Morse, Jr., president of Lester
Morse Company, Inc. (left),
and Richard Levin. Bottom left:
Hugh Roome III, FPA Board
member and president of
Scholastic International (left);
Richard Levin; Lester S. Morse,
Jr.; and Noel V. Lateef, president
and CEO of FPA. Bottom middle:
W. Michael Reisman, Myres
S. McDougal Professor of Law
at Yale University and an FPA
Board member. Bottom right:
Hugh Roome III.
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Top left: John Hofmeister,
former president of Shell
Oil Company and FPA
Board member, and FPA
Fellow Kathleen Murray.
Top right: Dean Frank
Brown of INSEAD. Middle
left: Brendan Dougher,
managing partner, New
York Metro Region,
PricewaterhouseCoopers.
Bottom: FPA Board member
Robert M. Frehse, Jr. (left),
FPA Fellow Sven Ohme, and
John Hofmeister.
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May 15, 2008
Dinner honoring John Richardson,
formerly head of the European
Commission delegation to the
United Nations
The St. Regis (New York)
May 21, 2008
Cheol Woong Kim, pianist
“Escaping North Korea
in Search of Music”
New York Democracy Forum
Lecture and Recital
The Metropolitan Club (New York)
May 29, 2008
John Sawers, president of the
United Nations Security Council and
permanent representative of the
United Kingdom to the
United Nations
“Post-conﬂict Peacebuilding”
Opening Remarks
Corporate Social Responsibility
Award Recipients:
John Conroy, chairman of
Baker & McKenzie LLP
John Hofmeister president of
Shell Oil Company
Robert Lane, chairman and
chief executive ofﬁcer of
John Deere & Company
FPA 90th Anniversary Dinner
The Pierre (New York)
June 3, 2008
Heraldo Munoz, permanent
representative of Chile
to the United Nations
“A Solitary War: A Diplomat’s
Chronicle of the Iraq War
and its Lessons”
Presider: FPA Board Member
Gonzalo de Las Heras
Associates’ Lecture
Grupo Santander (New York)
June 10, 2008
Peter Mandelson, European Union
Commissioner for Trade
“Transatlantic and Global Business”
Winston Churchill Lecture and
Luncheon, co-sponsored by
British-American Business Council
British-American Business Council
(New York)
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Top left: Prince Alwaleed Bin Talal Bin Abdulaziz Alsaud of Saudi Arabia, who is chairman
of Kingdom Holding Company, speaking at the 2008 FPA Corporate Annual Dinner.
Top right: FPA Acting Chairman Mary L. Belknap and Robert Keating, delegate general
of Québec in New York and FPA fellow. Middle: James J. Rosenhauer, partner at Hogan
& Hartson LLP (left), FPA Director Enzo Viscusi, and Princess Ameera of Saudi Arabia.
Bottom: Peter Krogh, dean emeritus of the Georgetown University School of Foreign Service
and FPA director (left), FPA President and CEO Noel V. Lateef, and Prince Alwaleed.
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Top left: FPA President and CEO Noel V. Lateef
(left); William Rhodes, senior vice president of
Citigroup, Inc. and chairman of Citigroup and
Citibank; Prince Alwaleed Bin Talal Bin Abdulaziz
Alsaud, chairman of Kingdom Holding
Company; and FPA Board member Gonzalo
de Las Heras at FPA’s 2008 Corporate Annual
Dinner. Top right: Carl Gershman, president
of the National Endowment for Democracy
(left), with Robert Miller, partner at Davidson,
Dawson, & Clark, LLP and FPA Board member.
Middle left: FPA Associate Peggy Barton (left),
Noel V. Lateef, FPA Fellow G. Chris Andersen,
SungEun Han-Andersen, Carl Gershman, and
FPA Meetings Director Takako Fujiki. Middle
left: Feisal Amin al-Istrabadi, Iraq`s deputy
permanent representative to the United Nations,
with FPA Fellow Lisa Levin. Bottom: Cheol
Woong Kim, pianist from North Korea, at a New
York Democracy Forum recital and lecture.

90th Anniversary Dinner

Top left: John Conroy, chairman of Baker & McKenzie LLP and
recipient of FPA’s 2008 Corporate Social Responsibility Award,
at FPA’s 90th Anniversary Dinner. Top right: John Hofmeister,
former president of Shell Oil Company and recipient of an FPA
Corporate Social Responsibility Award. Middle left: Richard
Lannamann, vice chairman of Spencer Stuart and FPA Board
member. Middle right: John Sawers, president of the U.N.
Security Council and permanent representative of the Mission
of the United Kingdom to the United Nations. Bottom: Robert
Lane, chairman and CEO of John Deere & Company.
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Top left: Robert Lane, chairman and CEO of John Deere & Company, at FPA’s 90th Anniversary Dinner. Top left: FPA Board member
Nina Henderson. Bottom left: FPA Board member James Dougherty. Bottom right: An ensemble celebrating FPA’s 90th Anniversary at
The Pierre in New York.
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Good Diplomacy
versus Bad Diplomacy
Sir John Sawers
President, United Nations Security
Council, and Permanent Representative,
Mission of the United Kingdom to the
United Nations

Foreign policy happens in real
life, in clashes of hard
interests and ambitions, not
in measured policy documents
or angry op-eds.

I

t is a great honor to celebrate the Foreign
Policy Association’s 90th birthday with this
audience of corporate leaders, diplomats,
and politicians. Some corporate leaders have
difﬁculty distinguishing diplomats from politicians, and there is a story from my country
about this difﬁculty: A man went for a country
walk in the south of England on a rather murky
day, and out of the sky descended a hot-air
balloon. The man in the basket shouted down,
“I’m sorry. I’m lost. Where am I?” The man on
the ground said, “You’re suspended about 50
feet above the English countryside in a basket
below a hot-air balloon.” The man in the balloon said, “Are you a diplomat?” He answered,
“Oh, yes. How did you know?” The man in the
balloon responded, “Well, your answer was
perfectly polite, factually correct, and completely useless. And I’m still lost.” The man
on the ground asked, “Are you a politician by
any chance?” And the man in the basket said,
“How did you know? Yes, I am, as a matter
of fact.” The man on the ground said, “You’ve
got your head in the clouds, you have no idea
where you are going, and now you’re trying to
blame it on me.”

There are two types of diplomats in
the world: those who sit in pleasant ministries and write the rules
and those who are sent out on the
streets to apply the rules. I have
been lucky enough to do both.
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Nelson Mandela’s release and
the transformation of South
Africa that it heralded, together
with the collapse of communism
in Eastern Europe, which happened at the same time, showed
me that change is possible.
Mandela’s release and the transformation
of South Africa that it heralded, together with
the collapse of communism in Eastern Europe,
which happened at the same time, showed
me that change is possible. It was change not
from revolutionary terror or violent upheaval or
military force, but change through democratic
process and with restraint as an end in itself. It
was change supported by patient diplomacy,
by winning the arguments, and by judiciously
applying pressure and incentives. Such change
showed me that diplomacy can work. It was
one of the best moments in my life.
The worst moment in my career came
over Easter weekend in 1999. I was a new
recruit to Tony Blair’s team on Downing Street,
advising him on foreign policy. Two weeks
earlier, NATO forces had begun bombing
Milosevic’s Serbia. Our policy had, we believed,
been thought through well. We had built up
the pressure over the previous months, but
Slobodan Milosevic had refused to deal with
the Kosovo issue in a reasonable way. We had
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In looking for inspiration on the subject of
diplomacy, I came upon the end of “The Good,
the Bad and the Ugly.” After the buried treasure is found in the graveyard, Clint Eastwood
says, “There are two sorts of people in this
world: those with a loaded gun, and those who
dig. You dig.” There are two types of diplomats
in the world as well. There are those who sit in
pleasant ministries or international organizations writing the rules and deciding the policies, and there are those who are sent out on
the streets to apply the rules to real life. I have
been lucky enough to do both. I have helped
write rules of global order in London, in Washington, in Brussels, and now in New York. And I
have also worked on the ground in Syria, South
Africa, Egypt, and Iraq, trying to bring about
change in real life.
A most memorable moment of my career
was out in the ﬁeld, in Cape Town, on 12 February 1990. I had been with our embassy in
South Africa for two years, and I was in the garden of Archbishop Tutu’s house that morning.
It was the day after Nelson Mandela had been
released, and there he was, just a few yards
away from me, giving his ﬁrst press conference
after 27 years in prison. There was an invited
audience of twenty or so South African journalists and a handful of young diplomats who
had heard about the press conference and had
worked their way in. I had the honor of greeting Nelson Mandela to freedom on behalf of
the British people, and he asked me to convey
a personal message to Margaret Thatcher, who
was then Prime Minister. It was an unforgettable moment for a young diplomat.

Good Diplomacy
versus Bad Diplomacy
(Continued)

I learned a painful lesson: It is
not enough to be right; you also
threatened Milosevic with force if he did not
cooperate, and now we were showing him that
enough was enough.
But Milosevic was a ruthless man, and
he doubled the stakes. Serbian forces drove a
quarter of Kosovo’s Albanian population from
their homes, used rape as a tool of terror, and
created a massive refugee crisis in Macedonia.
I watched this on television from my desk and
felt physically sick. Our policy was causing
millions of people to suffer, and we were not
getting the result we wanted. But defeat at the
hands of Milosevic, who was a cunning and
disturbed man, was unthinkable.
I was with Tony Blair throughout that time.
He gave operational leadership; he gave policy
leadership; and he kept public opinion with us
in Western countries. His Chicago speech during that crisis proposed a new doctrine of

Our policy was causing millions of
people to suffer, and we were not
getting the result we wanted. But
defeat at the hands of Milosevic,
who was a cunning and disturbed
man, was unthinkable.
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have to be strong and credible
and effective.
international community, qualifying the principle
of non-intervention in the affairs of sovereign
states when states break fundamental norms.
And we won. The Serbian army was compelled
to leave Kosovo, NATO forces moved in, and the
Albanian refugees went home. But I learned a
painful lesson: It is not enough to be right; you
also have to be strong and credible and effective.
I will brieﬂy mention another careerdeﬁning episode, which occurred on 1 May 2003,
three weeks after Saddam had fallen. I was in
Cairo, toward the end of my posting as British
ambassador there. I was called into the embassy
to take a phone call from London. The Prime
Minister wanted me to go to Baghdad to head up
the British effort there on the civilian side.
I arrived in Baghdad a few days later. It was
not a happy sight. There was no coherent plan
for the post-war phase. Iraq’s institutions were
still led by Saddam’s people. Public order had
collapsed. The Iraqi army had disintegrated. The
police were ineffectual. And the coalition forces
in Baghdad did not see policing as their job.
It is not fashionable to say it these days,
but under Jerry Bremer [U.S. director of reconstruction and humanitarian assistance in Iraq],

We deployed overwhelming military force to overthrow Saddam.
In retrospect, that was the easy
bit. Afterward, we needed a plan
and the resources, both civilian
and military, to help a new and
better stability emerge quickly.
If you break it, you own it.
The situation is different now. Victims
have a voice. Last summer I was in eastern
Congo, driving along a mud track past shacks
and stunning poverty. Yet every few hundred
yards in Bukavu and Goma, there was someone
selling cell phone cards. When the genocide
took place in Rwanda in 1994, news took time
to ﬁlter out. Today, we would be listening to
telephone calls in real time from people screaming for help as killers approach their village. This
change creates a new sense of global community
and global responsibility. If you walk down the
road in New York or Washington and see a brutal
man ﬂogging his child, you think it is right to
intervene or at least to call the police. Is it really
so different now at the international level?
The moral case for intervention can quickly
be lost if the intervention is not seen as legitimate.
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who arrived a few days after I did, the Coalition
Provisional Authority did develop a plan. We
started the transition to Iraqi-led governance, but
we started too late. The murder of U.N. Representative Sergio de Mello was a big blow. We
faced a violent insurgency, fueled from Syria and
Iran, that gave us and the Iraqi people ﬁve painful
years.
We deployed overwhelming military force
to overthrow Saddam. In retrospect, that was
the easy bit. Afterward, we needed a plan and
the resources, both civilian and military, to help
a new and better stability emerge quickly. As
the pottery store notice says, “If you break it, you
own it.” Iraq was, and is, partly our responsibility
until it can stand on its own feet again.
I think the recent progress in Basra and
Baghdad is welcome. Coalition efforts and a
newly conﬁdent Iraqi government and army show
that stabilizing Iraq is possible, even though it
has been longer and more painful than any of us
envisaged.
I am telling you this because foreign policy
happens in real life, in clashes of hard interests
and ambitions, not in measured policy documents or angry op-ed articles. Secondly, I am
telling you this because my experiences shape
my approach at the United Nations. When I was
in South Africa, we had no Internet. We communicated with family and friends by letter that took
ten days to deliver. We could afford one brief
phone call home per month. Victims of armed
conﬂict found it even more difﬁcult to communicate to the world.

Good Diplomacy
versus Bad Diplomacy
(Continued)

We have all learned since 9/11
that legitimacy comes from
building credible partnerships
around the world, above all via
the United Nations.
We have all learned since 9/11, in Afghanistan and Iraq and in Sudan and Congo, that legitimacy comes from building credible partnerships around the world, above all via the United
Nations. It is easy to list the issues on which
the United Nations struggles to deliver: Darfur,
Zimbabwe, the Millennium Development Goals,
inadequate pressure on Iran. But over a longer
period, the United Nations brings legitimacy and
achieves lasting results.
Didn’t President Kennedy say that we should
expect 25 countries to have nuclear weapons by
the year 1975 and even more by the end of the
century? Thanks to the Nuclear Non-Proliferation
Treaty, which became possible only through the
United Nations, the number of nuclear countries
remains in single digits.
After 9/11, the United Nations put in place a
robust framework in international law to combat
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terrorism. This effort is making a difference.
U.N. peacekeeping has brought many countries
from conﬂict to stability and on to democracy,
among them Namibia, Cambodia, El Salvador,
Bosnia, Sierra Leone, and Liberia. Today the
United Nations is operating in tough places:
Afghanistan, Congo, Sudan, Nepal, Lebanon,
and many other countries. The United Nations is
working to replace violence with politics.
When I joined the British Foreign Ofﬁce,
scores of countries around the world were run
by nasty dictatorships. The Soviet Union gave
a sinister legitimacy to repressive governments.
Today the regimes that rule without serious engagement with their people are diminishing to
an increasingly embarrassed minority. Even in
countries such as North Korea, Burma, Zimbabwe, and Uzbekistan, the democratizing impact
of new technology is making a difference.
Consider China, a fast-modernizing country in
which the power of cell phones and millions

The Soviet Union gave a sinister
legitimacy to repressive governments. Today the regimes
that rule without serious engagement with their people are
diminishing to an increasingly
embarrassed minority.

First, diplomacy can work. Secondly, bad diplomacy is often
weakness in disguise. Good
diplomacy is the judicious, consistent, and creative use of our
strengths. South Africa has
shown that change is possible
without the use of military force.
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of networked people are bringing about new
expectations. Compare the Chinese response
to its earthquake tragedy with the dismal
performance of the Burmese government after
its cyclone disaster. In Burma, the United Nations had to use its authority to get aid through
to cyclone victims. Burma has no system for
communicating the needs of the people to the
government, and the government has no incentive to meet those needs.
I talked to the U.N. secretary-general
recently, following his return from Rangoon. He
felt he had made a difference. He felt that he
had made progress in getting the generals there
to allow aid workers to operate freely. The aid
is too late for thousands of people, but Ban
Ki-moon’s efforts are now resulting in relief for
many more people than previously received it.

He has had more success getting aid through
than anyone else has.
Based on all this experience, what are
my conclusions? First, diplomacy can work.
Secondly, bad diplomacy is often weakness
in disguise. Good diplomacy is the judicious,
consistent, and creative use of our strengths.
South Africa has shown that change is possible without the use of military force if we
align forces for change and show conclusively
that change will take place and that change
will be fairly implemented and help a country’s
citizens.
We are battling now for such change in
Zimbabwe and in Burma and, where we face
a very different set of challenges, in Iran. Our
goal is to change the behavior of the Iranian
regime by political means and by applying
economic pressure. We keep all options on
the table and make sure that we explore all the
diplomatic routes.
Kosovo showed in 1999 that military force,
including peacekeeping, can be an important
tool of diplomacy. But such force must be
deployed powerfully and accurately. Right now,
we cannot accomplish deployment of this kind
in Darfur. The risks of using force in Iran have
to be weighed very carefully. Iraq has shown
that when we intervene militarily, we need to
restore law and order from Day 1, provide essential services, and lay the basis for effective governance. This tenet applies to crises elsewhere,
including Afghanistan, Liberia, and Congo. The
United Nations has a lot more to do in post-

Good Diplomacy
versus Bad Diplomacy
(Continued)

It is tempting if you live in Europe
or in the United States to think
that order and progress is the
natural state of affairs in the
world. But order and progress
happen for very speciﬁc reasons.

This keynote address was delivered by Sir John
Sawers at the Foreign Policy Association’s 90th
Anniversary Dinner in New York City.
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conﬂict reconstruction, but it is learning from
experience and heading in a better direction.
What is the big picture? It is tempting if
you live in Europe or the United States to think
that order and progress is the natural state of
affairs in the world. But order and progress
happen for very speciﬁc reasons. I ﬁrst arrived
in New York, fresh from university, thirty years
ago. The city was not a happy place then, yet it
has been transformed. I would like to say that
New York is now as safe as London is. When
people are safe, they can be generous and
creative. Part of New York’s transformation
comes from its ﬁrmness and more focused effort in tackling crime and building a prosperous
community. There are no longer no-go areas
in New York. Part of its success comes from a
new sense of partnership among the city authorities, civil society, and the public. Central
Park has been cleaned up, and the public is
keeping it clean.
This progress is the way to proceed at the
international level: creative partnership and
enlightened self-interest, plus ﬁrmness and
intelligent policy leadership. America remains
uniquely well-placed to offer the world this
combination. Those of us who work at the
United Nations or out in the world’s trouble
spots will respond to that winning formula.

June 11, 2008
Ronald Neumann, president
of the American Academy
of Diplomacy
“Afghanistan: Problems and
Approaches”
John B. Hurford Lecture
Grupo Santander (New York)
June 26, 2008
Fred Langhammer, chairman of
global affairs, Estée Lauder
Companies Inc. and recipient of the
FPA International Business
Leader Award
“Observations and Analysis:
Today’s Economic Outlook”
International Business
Forum Dinner
The St. Regis (New York)
September 8, 2008
Thomas Friedman, New York Times
columnist and author of
Hot, Flat, and Crowded
Presider: Jacqueline Adams, Chair
of the Off-the-Record Board
of Governors
Elizabeth French Hitchcock Lecture
co-sponsored by Off-the-Record
Lecture Series
New York Bar Association
(New York)
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Top: Heraldo Munoz, permanent representative of the Mission of Chile to the United
Nations, at an FPA Associates’ Lecture. Bottom: Francis Delatte, consul general of
France and FPA fellow, receiving the 2008 FPA Medal from FPA President and CEO
Noel V. Lateef.
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Top left: FPA Director Fred Langhammer, chairman of global affairs at The Estée Lauder Companies Inc., at FPA’s International Business
Forum Dinner. Top right: Noel V. Lateef, president and CEO of FPA (left), and FPA Acting Chairman Mary L. Belknap presenting
Fred Langhammer with the 2008 FPA International Business Leader Award. Middle right: Fred Langhammer and associates. Bottom
right: Katrina Miller (left) and Robert Miller, a partner at Davidson, Dawson, & Clark, LLP and FPA Board member, with FPA Meetings
Director Takako Fijuki.
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September 23, 2008
Jean Charest, Prime Minister
of Québec
“Québec, Our Neighbors, and Our
Global Relations”
David Paterson, Governor of New York
“New York’s Economic Resources
and Realities”
Felipe Calderon, President of Mexico
“Outlook for a New Era of U.S.Mexico Cooperation”
World Leadership Forum
The St. Regis
(New York)
September 24, 2008
James Glassman, managing director
and senior economist at
J.P. MorganChase & Co.;
William Goetzmann, professor of
ﬁnance and director of the Yale
University International Center
for Finance;
Henry Kaufman, president of Henry
Kaufman & Company;
Gary Parr, deputy chairman of
Lazard Freres & Co.
“Word from Wall Street:
Where Is Wall Street Headed?”
Moderator: Brendan Dougher,
managing partner at
PricewaterhouseCoopers
World Leadership Forum
Panel Discussion
PricewaterhouseCoopers
(New York)

Top left: Felipe Calderon, President of Mexico, at FPA’s 2008 World Leadership Forum.
Top right: Abdullah Gül, President of Turkey, at the Leadership Forum. Bottom left: Lech
Kaczynski, President of Poland, at the Forum. Bottom right: Governor David Paterson of
New York at FPA’s Forum.
MEETINGS

Marc Chandler, global head of
currency strategy at Brown Brothers
Harriman and New York University
associate professor;
Robert Hormats, vice chairman
of Goldman Sachs;
William Priest, chief executive
ofﬁcer, Epoch Holding Corporation;
Paul Sheard, global chief economist
at Lehman Brothers
“The Global Economic Outlook”
Moderator: Theodore Roosevelt IV,
Managing Director,
Lehman Brothers
World Leadership Forum
Panel Discussion
PricewaterhouseCoopers
(New York)
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Left to right: President Jose Luis Rodriguez Zapatero of Spain, Prime Minister Jean Charest of the Government of Québec, and Prime
Minister Jan Peter Balkenende of the Netherlands at FPA’s 2008 World Leadership Forum.

September 23, 2008
Jean Charest, Prime Minister
of Québec
“Québec, Our Neighbors, and Our
Global Relations”
David Paterson, Governor of New York
“New York’s Economic Resources and
Realities”
Felipe Calderon, President of Mexico
“Outlook for a New Era of U.S.-Mexico
Cooperation”
World Leadership Forum
The St. Regis
(New York)
September 24, 2008
James Glassman, managing director and
senior economist at
J.P. MorganChase & Co.;
William Goetzmann, professor of
ﬁnance and director of the Yale
University International Center
for Finance;
Henry Kaufman, president of Henry
Kaufman & Company;
Gary Parr, deputy chairman of Lazard
Freres & Co.
“Word from Wall Street:
Where Is Wall Street Headed?”
Moderator: Brendan Dougher,
managing partner at
PricewaterhouseCoopers
World Leadership Forum
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Panel Discussion
PricewaterhouseCoopers
(New York)
Marc Chandler, global head of
currency strategy at Brown Brothers
Harriman and New York University
associate professor;
Robert Hormats, vice chairman
of Goldman Sachs;

Jan Peter Balkenende,
Prime Minister of the Netherlands
“The Netherlands, New York,
and the World”
Keynote Address, Closing Dinner
World Leadership Forum
The Pierre
(New York)

Governor David Paterson of New York (left) with Prime Minister Jean Charest
of the Government of Québec at the 2008 World Leadership Forum.

Turkey’s Contributions to
Peace in the Middle East
Abdullah Gül

President of the Republic of Turkey

T

It is my conviction that the
ultimate resolution of the Palestinian question would dramatically change the political and
economic climate in the Middle
East and beyond.
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he international community has
acknowledged and appreciated Turkey’s
contributions to the long-standing quest
for lasting peace and stability in the troubled
Middle East. In modern history, no other region
has been devastated by so many conﬂicts for
so long and by conﬂicts with such far-reaching
repercussions on a global scale. The longer these
conﬂicts persist and remain unresolved, the
greater the risks for the region and the world.
I believe that resolving existing conﬂicts
and preventing new problems have a
particular urgency in the Middle East. Turkey’s
geographical proximity and historical and
cultural ties with the Middle East make Turkey
particularly concerned with developments in the
region. As a country which stands for, and has
a strong interest in, maintenance of peace and
prosperity in the region, Turkey’s stance vis-à-vis
recent Middle Eastern developments has been
characterized as “constructive engagement.” The
de-escalation of tensions, elimination of their
root causes, and creation of conditions conducive
to the resolution of conﬂicts remain the primary
objectives of Turkish diplomacy.
On the other hand, supporting institutionbuilding and reform efforts; upholding universal
values such as human rights, democracy, gender
equality, good governance, and the rule of law;
bolstering intercultural and interfaith dialogue;
and promoting dialogue and reconciliation form
the basic tenets of our policy. Turkey, thanks to
its historical and cultural background and also
to its contemporary credentials, maintains good
relations with all countries in the region.
I believe that the trust that Turkey enjoys
in the Middle East is an asset both for us and for
the international community.

Turkey’s Contributions to
Peace in the Middle East
(Continued)

The Palestinian question continues to be
a core issue in the region. It is my conviction
that the ultimate resolution of this issue would
dramatically change the political and economic
climate in the Middle East and beyond. The
outlines of a just and lasting settlement are
known to all. During the past year, hopes for
a solution have been raised. The Annapolis
Conference, attended and actively supported by
Turkey, brought an end to the seven-year freeze
in peace talks. It gave fresh impetus to efforts for
a peaceful Middle East.
Certain cutbacks on the ground may have
diminished expectations for attaining the “end
of 2008” target. The new momentum, however,
must be maintained. The major task ahead
is to bridge the gap between the positions of
the parties. The efforts by many third parties,
especially by Egypt and the United States, are
commendable and worthy of support by all.
What is needed now is courage on the
part of the leadership of both sides and strong
international support. I recognize that both
sides will have to make difﬁcult decisions and
painful concessions. This is the best opportunity
for years, however, to make peace, and it must
not be allowed to slip past. Therefore, I urge the
Israeli and Palestinian leaderships to redouble
their efforts toward a settlement.
Since international support for the peace
process remains essential, it goes without saying
that continuation of the United States’ active
engagement is imperative for the success of the
process.
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I am well aware that peace is more than just
treaties. As central as a treaty may be, a political
solution can be viable only if it is complemented
by progress in the economic and social ﬁelds.
In this regard, state-building in Palestine and
improving the economic and social conditions
of the Palestinians are of utmost importance.
It is with this understanding that just after the
Annapolis Conference, Turkey pledged US$150
million at the Paris International Donors’
Conference, over a three-year period, for the
capacity-building of the Palestinian state.
Turkey continues to be one of the biggest
suppliers of humanitarian aid to the Palestinians
in both the Gaza Strip and West Bank. Moreover,
we led the efforts to establish the Ankara
Forum with the participation of the chambers
of commerce and industry from Turkey, Israel,
and the Palestinian Authority. The Ankara

Since international support for the
peace process remains essential, it
goes without saying that continuation of the United States’ active engagement is imperative for success.
Forum embarked on an industrial zone project
in Tarkumiyah, in the West Bank, last year. I
was honored to sign a joint declaration, stating
support for the Industrial Zone Initiative,
together with President Peres and President
Abbas on the occasion of their visit to Ankara
last November. The address by the two leaders to
a session of the Turkish Parliament was a historic
event for both our peoples and the world.

The Middle East is already overburdened with tensions and conﬂicts. The conﬂict over the nuclear
issue in Iran needs an urgent but
diplomatic solution.
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Another project we are working on is the
Peace Campus Initiative. This project is based on
the idea of establishing a university hospital at
a health and education campus of international
stature adjacent to the West Bank.
I am hopeful that once they materialize,
the Industrial Zone and Peace Campus projects
will help build conﬁdence between the Israeli
and Palestinian peoples. Turkey stands ﬁrmly
behind these two projects. When the projects
succeed, I believe, we will have a working model
of cooperation for the Israelis and Palestinians.
These projects also will provide models of
successful third-party initiatives for countries
willing to make a difference on the ground.
The Middle East peace process is bound to
be incomplete without positive developments
on other tracks. We, therefore, attribute special
importance to the Israeli-Syrian indirect peace
talks that started under Turkey’s auspices in
Istanbul in May 2008. We are hopeful for a
successful outcome at the end of the process. In
any case, Turkey will continue to help the parties
in their quest for a just and viable peace.
The stability of Lebanon is of strategic
importance for the maintenance of peace and
security in the Middle East. Therefore, we will
continue to support the sovereignty, political
unity, and independence of Lebanon. We

saw a crisis in May 2008 that threatened the
delicate multi-confessional fabric of Lebanese
society. That crisis had the potential of further
destabilizing the region. Turkey, in cooperation
with our partners, expended considerable effort
in defusing the crisis and welcomed the Doha
Accord ﬁnally reached. We are now looking
forward to a continuation of the spirit of national
reconciliation during full implementation of the
Accord.
The international community, however,
must remain committed to the stability of
Lebanon. On its part, Turkey will continue
to participate in the UNIFIL [U.N. Interim
Force in Lebanon]. Our contribution to the
reconstruction of Lebanon, focusing mainly on
the education and health sectors, will continue.
I recently met with President Michel Suleiman,
who reafﬁrmed Turkey’s strong support for
Lebanon.
In talking about the stability of Lebanon, I
believe, the Syrian factor cannot be overlooked.
Obtaining Syria’s support for the Doha Accord
was an achievement in itself. The recent
contacts between the Syrian and Lebanese
governments, as well as their decision to
establish diplomatic relations, are important
steps toward positive change. Engaging Syria
would prove useful not only in Lebanon, but
elsewhere in the region, including in the peace
process. Syria’s decision to enter into indirect
peace talks with Israel in Istanbul was a
promising step in that direction.
The Middle East is already overburdened
with tensions and conﬂicts. It certainly cannot
tolerate another one. Hence, the conﬂict
over the nuclear issue in Iran needs an urgent
but diplomatic solution. We believe that
a diplomatic settlement to this problem is
possible. Such a settlement should take into

Turkey’s Contributions to
Peace in the Middle East
(Continued)

The Palestinian question continues to be
a core issue in the region. It is my conviction
that the ultimate resolution of this issue would
dramatically change the political and economic
climate in the Middle East and beyond. The
outlines of a just and lasting settlement are
known to all. During the past year, hopes for
a solution have been raised. The Annapolis
Conference, attended and actively supported by
Turkey, brought an end to the seven-year freeze
in peace talks. It gave fresh impetus to efforts
for a peaceful Middle East.
Certain cutbacks on the ground may have
diminished expectations for attaining the “end
of 2008” target. The new momentum, however,
must be maintained. The major task ahead
is to bridge the gap between the positions of
the parties. The efforts by many third parties,
especially by Egypt and the United States, are
commendable and worthy of support by all.
What is needed now is courage on the
part of the leadership of both sides and strong
international support. I recognize that both
sides will have to make difﬁcult decisions and
painful concessions. This is the best opportunity
for years, however, to make peace, and it must
not be allowed to slip past. Therefore, I urge the
Israeli and Palestinian leaderships to redouble
their efforts toward a settlement.
Since international support for the peace
process remains essential, it goes without saying
that continuation of the United States’ active
engagement is imperative for the success of the
process.
I am well aware that peace is more than
just treaties. As central as a treaty may be,
a political solution can be viable only if it is
complemented by progress in the economic and
social ﬁelds. In this regard, state-building in
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Palestine and improving the economic and social
conditions of the Palestinians are of utmost
importance. It is with this understanding that
just after the Annapolis Conference, Turkey
pledged US$150 million at the Paris International
Donors’ Conference, over a three-year period, for
the capacity-building of the Palestinian state.
Turkey continues to be one of the
biggest suppliers of humanitarian aid to the
Palestinians in both the Gaza Strip and West
Bank. Moreover, we led the efforts to establish
the Ankara Forum with the participation of
the chambers of commerce and industry from
Turkey, Israel, and the Palestinian Authority. The
Ankara Forum embarked on an industrial zone
project in Tarkumiyah, in the West Bank, last
year. I was honored to sign a joint declaration,
stating support for the Industrial Zone Initiative,
together with President Peres and President
Abbas on the occasion of their visit to Ankara
last November. The address by the two leaders to
a session of the Turkish Parliament was a historic
event for both our peoples and the world.
Another project we are working on is the
Peace Campus Initiative. This project is based on
the idea of establishing a university hospital at
a health and education campus of international
stature adjacent to the West Bank.
I am hopeful that once they materialize,
the Industrial Zone and Peace Campus projects
will help build conﬁdence between the Israeli
and Palestinian peoples. Turkey stands ﬁrmly
behind these two projects. When the projects
succeed, I believe, we will have a working model
of cooperation for the Israelis and Palestinians.

President Abdullah Gül delivered this address
at a Foreign Policy Association Corporate
Dinner in New York City.

Creating Shared Value and
Food Security
Peter Brabeck-Letmathe
Chairman and
Chief Executive Oﬃcer
Nestlé S.A.

After decades of reducing
poverty and relieving millions
from the grasp of chronic malnutrition, we are now, it seems,
going in the reverse direction.

T

1
The threshold of US$1 per day is calculated in purchasing power parities (in order to allow comparisons between
countries) and at constant overall prices, base year 1994
(in order to allow comparisons over time). If the prices
of the most important goods that poor people buy—i.e.,
food—go up signiﬁcantly, the purchasing power of the
same amount of disposable money goes down. The effect
is that people are being pushed below the poverty line, as
indicated in the text. Source: The World Bank.
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his year has been interesting, to say the
least, when it comes to the topic of the
global food supply. We have seen food
riots erupt around the world, with the price of
basic commodities reaching record highs during
the ﬁrst half of the year. More recently, we have
seen these prices ease a bit, but it would be
delusional to take this easing as a sign of an end
to the crisis.
The price of basic foodstuffs is still more
than 75 percent higher than it was in 2005,
and we do not expect prices to return to
the earlier levels anytime soon, if ever. The
dramatically increased cost of basic foodstuffs
is particularly devastating to the poorest of
the poor, especially in the world’s rural areas.
After decades of reducing poverty and relieving
millions from the grasp of chronic malnutrition,
we are now, it seems, going in the reverse
direction. In the past year, high food prices have
actually pushed more than 100 million people
back below the absolute poverty line, living on
US$1 or less per day.1
According to U.N. Food and Agriculture
Organization data, over 900 million individuals
in the world are undernourished. Unfortunately,
that number appears to be growing. Again, this
situation began slowly after 1995, and now with
rising food prices, the speed is accelerating.
Why, despite our efforts, do we ﬁnd
ourselves in this position today? Why, despite
our advanced technology and increased ability
to deliver products globally, is our ability to
feed ourselves being challenged? Although
increased demand because of population
growth, and the effect of inclement weather in

Creating Shared Value and
Food Security
(Continued)

the form of ﬂoods and droughts, play a role, the
largest single cause for our current predicament
is a combination of poor judgment and irresponsible decisions made by policymakers around
the world. We have caused this mess, and the
good news is that we have the capacity to ﬁx it.
There are four major obstacles to longterm global food security that I would like to
focus on: 1) protectionism, 2) lower agricultural
productivity, 3) expanding use of biofuels, and
4) overexploitation of our most precious natural
resource: water.
First, protectionism. Some of the blame
for our current state of affairs lies in failed and
misguided agricultural policies and protectionist
trends that governments around the world
have adopted. The failure of the Doha Round
of World Trade Organization negotiations, for
example, can be attributed in great part to the
refusal by developed countries to let farmers
in developing countries compete on an even
playing ﬁeld.

There are four major obstacles to
long-term global food security:
1) protectionism, 2) lower agricultural productivity, 3) expanding use of biofuels, and 4) overexploitation of our most precious
natural resource: water.
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It is shocking to me that despite
the advances in new technologies
and their availability, our ability
to produce food is actually on
the decline.
In the Organization for Economic
Cooperation and Development (OECD) alone,
agricultural support amounts to over $340
billion. This kind of agricultural protectionism
fundamentally hurts farmers in the developing
world by shutting them out of the most lucrative
markets and hurts global consumers by
artiﬁcially maintaining inﬂated prices for goods.
As a company, Nestlé continues to oppose
these types of trade-distorting subsidies.
Second, decreased agricultural productivity globally. It is shocking to me that
despite the advances in new technologies
and their availability, our ability to produce
food is actually on the decline. For decades,
productivity growth in agriculture far exceeded
productivity increases in manufacturing and
services, thanks to better technology, greater
professionalism, specialization, and the food
industry’s efforts to create a more efﬁcient
supply chain. As a result, between 1950 and
1990, the average inﬂation-adjusted price of
agricultural products, indexed to wages, fell by
approximately 75 percent. Since food is the
largest single expenditure for poor households,
this sustained decrease in pricing was a major
contributor to alleviating poverty.

2

www.pesticidesinformation.eu

While Europe’s decision on
genetically modiﬁed organisms
can be interpreted as a regional
decision, which certainly affects
millions of European consumers, the truth is that the ramiﬁcations are global in scope.
While it is clear that there were excesses
in the use of pesticides during the green
revolution and that the excesses must be
corrected, we simply cannot and should not
revert to a 19th-century agrarian ideal while
tasked with feeding a 21st-century population.
The third, and perhaps most signiﬁcant,
cause of the current food imbalance is the
growing use of biofuels. This misguided and
poorly thought-through trend has had dire
consequences for global food production on
two key fronts: the diversion of food crops for
biofuels and the overtaxation of our already
stretched fresh water supply.
Europe and the United States have
set ambitious targets and are handing out
hefty subsidies for the production of biofuels
derived from food crops. In the United States
alone, more than 30 percent of the 2008
corn crop will be transformed into ethanol
for cars. And it is not just the United States
and Europe. Following in their footsteps are
developing giants such as China, India, and
South Africa, among others. According to
the World Bank, more than two-thirds of the
increase in the price of basic foodstuffs over
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Since the mid-1990s, however, productivity
growth in agriculture has slowed signiﬁcantly, in
large part because of the deliberate resistance
to universally adopted available technologies
that have the potential to increase productivity.
For example, while many countries in Latin
America and Asia are increasing their use of
hybrid seeds, which produce higher yields
and reduced need for herbicides, in Europe,
widespread, paranoiac distrust of genetically
modiﬁed organisms has severely limited
their use. Despite well-established safety
and environmental records, Europeans are
consciously limiting the availability of a wide
range of basic foods, such as soy beans.
And while Europe’s decision on genetically
modiﬁed organisms can be interpreted as
a regional decision, which certainly affects
millions of European consumers, the truth
is that the ramiﬁcations are global in scope.
They are especially severe for farmers in the
developing world who are not able to export to
this market. To make matters worse, Europe
is now threatening to ban agricultural imports
containing even secondary ingredients derived
from genetically modiﬁed organisms, making its
intransigence that much more damaging.
Another cause for the slowdown in
agricultural productivity is the concerted
efforts of inﬂuential players around the world
to turn the clock back on agricultural practices
speciﬁcally related to pesticide use. As an
example, agricultural experts agree that certain
legislative proposals on pesticides currently
under consideration in Brussels, if passed,
would in all likelihood lead to a loss of one-third
of the European potato crop.2

Creating Shared Value and
Food Security
(Continued)

Feeding an average Californian
requires about 6,000 liters of
water daily, compared to 3,000
the last 24 months can be directly attributed
to the diversion of those food supplies for the
production of biofuels. By 2025, we can be
looking at a 30 percent shortfall in global cereal
production worldwide if we continue down this
path. This path, of course, is pure folly.
As mentioned above, it is not just the
diversion of food crops to make biofuels that
is a threat; it is also the use, or rather overuse,
of water to grow those crops that is straining,
and will continue to strain, the system thanks in
large part to the massive subsidies that promote
this trend. It takes up to 9,000 liters of water
to grow enough soy for 1 liter of biodiesel and
up to 4,000 liters to grow enough corn for 1
liter of bioethanol. We can expect water use for
agriculture to increase by 30 to 50 percent if all
of the biofuel targets set by governments across
the world are implemented.
There is no question that we have to
reduce our consumption of fossil fuels. But
biofuels derived from food crops planted

It is not just the diversion of food
crops to make biofuels that is a
threat; it is also the use, or rather
overuse, of water to grow these
crops that is straining the system.
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liters in countries such as
Tunisia and Egypt.
exclusively for that use are clearly the wrong
solution, which leads to the fourth challenge.
The fourth major challenge is water. Even
without biofuels, water is being overused
throughout the world, and most of the
consumption is not by households but rather
by farmers. Agriculture and food production
is a very water-intensive proposition. It takes,
on average, about one liter of water to produce
one calorie of food. That average is signiﬁcantly
higher in areas where meat is a central part
of the diet. For example, feeding an average
Californian requires about 6,000 liters of water
daily, compared to 3,000 liters in countries
such as Tunisia and Egypt.
Already today, in some of the most fertile
regions of the world—for example, in the United
States, southern Europe, northern India, and
northeastern China—the long-term overuse,
mainly for agricultural purposes, of what were
once considered inexhaustible supplies of
fresh water is resulting in dramatic declines in
the levels of their water tables. For too long,
pumping from the water tables has been free,
without consideration of the ﬁnite nature of
these resources.
It is very telling that earlier this year,
Saudi Arabia, one of the twenty largest
producers of cereals in the world, announced

I am convinced that if we continue
on this path, we will run out of
water long before we run out of
fuel. The water problem is solvable.
Second, while we at Nestlé account for
only about 2 percent of the processed food
that the world consumes, we have made it our
mission to help farmers throughout the world,
especially those in developing nations, to
improve the global food supply chain. We are
working directly with over 600,000 farmers,
providing them with technical assistance to
increase production, improve food quality,
and build rural infrastructure. In addition,
through our supply chain and factories, which
are basically huge food preservation kitchens,
we contribute signiﬁcantly to the reduction
of loss of food once it leaves the farm. In
developing countries, 30 to 50 percent of
food is lost after it leaves the farm because of
insufﬁcient storage, lack of packaging, and poor
transportation. By contrast, the rate is 3 to 5
percent in industrialized countries.
We have been focused particularly on
the dairy industries in Asia, Latin America,
and now Africa. We have provided more than
$30 million in mico-credits to farmers to help
them increase their production capacity and,
by adopting more environmentally sound
practices, their sustainability. We are helping
to develop clean water supplies for dairy
villages in countries such as India and Pakistan,
and we are working with international partners
and nongovernmental organizations on similar
programs in Kenya and South Africa.

FOREIGN POLICY ASSOCIATION | 111

M EETINGS: PRESENTATION BY PETER BRABECK-LETMATHE

that it would completely phase out its cereal
farming because, as they suddenly seemed
to have realized, its production was using too
much of their scarce water resources. It is
estimated that by 2025, one-third of the world’s
population, according to Frank Rijsberman of
the International Water Management Institute,
will be affected by water scarcity. He estimates
that we may be looking at losses equivalent
to the combined grain crops of India and the
United States by then. Further, according to
some estimates, by 2050 we will very likely
reach the upper limit of the 12,500 cubic
kilometers of fresh water available worldwide
for annual human consumption.
I am convinced that if we continue on this
path, we will run out of water long before we
run out of fuel. The water problem is solvable.
It requires better policies and more reasonable
pricing. I have often wondered what would
happen if water for golf courses or other nonessential uses was not just free or subsidized
as it is in Europe or the United States today.
Would biofuel still be produced if water had a
real price? I doubt it. Would existing watersaving technologies be used more broadly?
Most certainly.
This situation is made by humankind, and
we have to assume responsibility for it. As a
leading food company, Nestlé hopes to be part
of the solution. What are we doing wrong?
First, as is evident, we are speaking out on these
issues whenever we have an opportunity. We
are active and vocal opponents of protectionist
and trade-distorting policies that hurt farmers
in the developing world, and we are opponents
of food crop-based biofuels. We are strong
and enthusiastic advocates for policies that
ensure greater access to, and more responsible
management of, water.

Creating Shared Value and
Food Security
(Continued)

Third, we are developing lower-cost food
products and distribution systems so that lower
income people have greater access to iron- and
vitamin-fortiﬁed products, particularly milk and
soups. We have developed a dedicated line
of products that we call “Popularly Positioned
Products,” which are being rolled out around
the world. We recently opened a new $25
million factory in one of the poorest parts
of northeastern Brazil to manufacture these
products, and we opened another factory in
India in 2006.
We call this approach to business
“Creating Shared Value.” The term means that
in order to build a successful business, you have
to create value for society and in the case of
a food company, more nutritious products at
lower cost. Our long-term business strategy
is “Nutrition, Health, and Wellness”—that is,
selling food of higher nutritional value to all
segments of society, including those at the base
of the pyramid. But we are keenly aware of
our limitations. It is in our business interest to
foster rural development, but even though we
have perhaps more impact than any other food
company, we can only be a small part of the
solution.
The fact is that all our efforts, and those
of other companies and consumers, will be
in vain if all forces in society are not working
together in a coordinated manner with one
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common goal: to effectively feed the world
with healthy, nutritious food. Comprehensive,
sustainable solutions need to be initiated by
broader changes in governance, correction of
policy mistakes, increased investments in rural
development, and much more efﬁcient resource
utilization, especially the utilization of water.
Only then will we be able to effectively feed the
world.

“Creating Shared Value” means
that in order to build a successful
business, you have to create value
for society and in the case of a food
company, more nutritious products at lower cost.

Peter Brabeck-Letmathe delivered this address
at a Foreign Policy Association Corporate
Dinner in New York City.

Left: Jean-Maurice Ripert, permanent representative of France to the United Nations, with FPA Board member Elbrun Kimmelman
at an FPA Fellows’ Reception. Right: FPA Board member Robert M. Frehse, Jr. (left); Timothy F. Geithner, secretary of the treasurydesignate; and Robert Keating, Québec’s delegate general in New York, at FPA’s Corporate Dinner in honor of Timothy Geithner.

“Freedom of the Press and the
Future of Journalism”
Panel Discussion co-sponsored
with The National Press Club and
the Arthur L. Carter
Journalism Institute
New York University
(New York)

October 2, 2008
Ted Sorensen, counsel,
Paul, Weiss, Rifkin, Wharton &
Garrison LLP
“Counselor: A Life at the Edge
of History”
Associates’ Lecture
Grupo Santander
(New York)

October 22, 2008
Marshall Goldman, senior scholar
at the Harvard University Davis
Center for Russian Studies
“Petrostate: Putin, Power,
and the New Russia”
Associates’ Lecture
McGraw-Hill Auditorium
(New York)

October 16, 2008
Tom Curley, president,
Associated Press;
Dan Rather, former CBS News
anchor and host of HDTV’s
“Dan Rather Reports”;
Jill Abramson, managing editor,
The New York Times;
Jay Rosen, media critic and
New York University
faculty member

October 30, 2008
Lincoln Chafee, distinguished
visiting fellow at Brown University
and formerly U.S. senator from
Rhode Island
“Against the Tide: How a
Compliant Congress Empowered
a Reckless President”
Associates’ Lecture
Grupo Santander
(New York)

November 6, 2008
Ambassador Jean-Maurice Ripert,
permanent representative of France
to the United Nations
Fellows’ Reception
The Kimmelman Residence
(New York)
November 20, 2008
William Donaldson,
chairman of the Advisory Council,
Perella Weinberg Partners
“Preventing the Next Financial Crisis”
John Hatab Lecture Series
PricewaterhouseCoopers
(New York)
December 3, 2008
FPA Corporate Dinner honoring
Timothy F. Geithner,
president and chief executive ofﬁcer
of the Federal Reserve Bank
of New York and U.S. secretary of
the treasury-designate
The Metropolitan Club
(New York)
MEETINGS

October 1, 2008
Peter Brabeck-Letmathe, chairman
and chief executive ofﬁcer, Nestle SA
“Creating Shared Value and
Food Security”
FPA Corporate Dinner
The St. Regis
(New York)
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Top left: Timothy F. Geithner, U.S.
secretary of the treasury-designate,
at FPA’s Corporate Dinner. Top right:
William R. Rhodes, chairman of
Citibank and senior vice chairman
of Citigroup, and Maria Bartiromo,
anchor of CNBC’s “Closing Bell,”
at the 2008 Corporate Dinner.
Bottom: Timothy Geithner (left)
receiving the FPA Medal from E.
Gerald Corrigan, managing director
of Goldman Sachs & Co.
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Oﬀ-the-Record (OTR)
Lecture Series

O

ff-the-Record Lecture Series had exciting and
stimulating 68th and 69th seasons. The 20062007 season was a delicate balance of journalists, including Tony Blankley, Mary Anastasia O’Grady,
and Michael Barone, and of former and present ambassadors and nongovernmental organization leaders,
including Sir Emyr Jones Parry, Dennis Ross, and Gareth
Evans. The season culminated in an eerily prescient
closing lecture by Richard Haass, president of the
Council on Foreign Relations, who dubbed Pakistan the
nation to watch in 2008. For the 2007 Elizabeth French
Hitchcock Lecture, R. James Woolsey, former director
of intelligence for the CIA, spoke on “Energy, Security,
and the Long War of the 21st Century.”

Membership has continued to grow steadily. OTR
now has 720 members, including almost 250 patron
members, and a signiﬁcant waiting list for membership. With its large membership, OTR has launched a
new Website providing online registration and membership renewal capabilities.
We look forward to celebrating OTR’s 70th Anniversary with presidential historian Doris Kearns Goodwin.
The 68th and 69th seasons were a strong way to leave
my ﬁve-year tenure as chairman of the Off-the-Record
Board of Governors, and I commend the Board of Governors for all its efforts and wish the Board success in
the 70th season and beyond.

Ann L. Charters
Chairman,
Off-the-Record Lecture Series

FOREIGN POLICY ASSOCIATION | 115

M EETINGS: OFF-THE -RECORDLECTURE SERIES

The 2007-2008 season was one of OTR’s best to date.
Nicholas Kristof and George Packer related stories of
people they had met amid the conﬂicts in Darfur and
Iraq. Walter Russell Mead, Frank Wisner, and Niall
Ferguson emphasized the importance of history in
current international issues. L. Paul Bremer and Ambassador Zalmay Khalilzad gave government insights
on events in Iraq and Afghanistan. Richard Holbrooke
and Humphrey Taylor forecasted implications of the
upcoming presidential election. The 2008 Elizabeth
French Hitchcock Lecture, delivered by former Secretary of the Treasury Lawrence H. Summers in the Titus
One Auditorium at the Museum of Modern Art, was

entitled “America and the New Global Economy.”
Off-the-Record continued to hold patron events and
etails. The latter are events convened at the last
minute, by email only, at private clubs for our patron
members. In 2006-2007, OTR held an etail with
Edward Rollins, pollster and political consultant, and
collaborated with the Overseas Press Club to host an
event featuring three Iraqi journalists. Former Chilean Minister of Government Jose Pinera also gave a
stimulating talk at a patron event on providing assets
to the poor. In 2007-2008, Robert Amsterdam gave
an insider’s view of Putin’s Russia; Sandra Hamid
discussed conditions in Aceh, Indonesia; and Calvin
Sims and Michael Orr of The New York Times screened
and discussed their ﬁlm, “Rearming Japan.” Patron
events in 2007-2008 included Vali Nasr on the Shi’a
revival and Cheryl Benard of the Rand Corporation
on moderate Muslims. Cheryl Benard spoke at the
home of Ambassador Gerhard Pfanzelter, permanent
representative of Austria to the United Nations, and
Mrs. Pfanzelter.

In Memoriam

John Hatab
1944-2008

J

ohn Hatab, a principal in Gotham Capital Associates LLC and longtime member of the Foreign
Policy Association’s Board of Directors, died on
June 30, 2008. He had served as FPA’s treasurer
since 2003.
Shortly before joining Gotham Capital, he retired from
a 39-year career at PricewaterhouseCoopers. During
those years, he served as international vice-chairman–
tax services; managing tax partner–East Coast Region;
managing partner–business development; and managing tax partner of the New York and Washington, D.C.,
PricewaterhouseCoopers ofﬁces. He also served as
the national managing partner–international banking
services.
At the time of his death, he was a member of the Board
of Directors of General Maritime Corporation. He
chaired the Audit Committee there and served on the
Compensation Committee and Nominating and Corporate Governance Committee. He had been a director of
General Maritime since 2004. In addition, he served
as a member of the Board and the treasurer of ABANA,
the Arab Bankers Association of North America.
His other activities included chairing the Board of Directors of the Salvation Army of Greater New York and serving as a member of the Board and chairing the Audit Committee of the Manhattan Theatre Club. He had formerly
been a member of the Board of Advisors of the Bank Tax Institute, as well as a member of the Professional Liaison
Committee of the Institute of International Bankers.
John Hatab was a certiﬁed public accountant, a member of the American Institute of Certiﬁed Public Accountants,
and a member of the Tax Executive Committee of the New York Society of CPAs. He received a Bachelor’s degree
in accounting from Lehigh University. The Seton Hall University Graduate School of Business awarded him a Master’s degree with honors in business administration. International ﬁnance was the focus of his MBA studies. He
lived with his wife, Kathy, in New York City.
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In Memoriam

Leonard H. Marks
1916-2006
When the ﬁrst year American citizens were allowed to go
to China in the 1980s, Leonard Marks headed a group of
twelve Foreign Policy Association Board members visiting the country as guests of the Chinese government. We
visited four cities and saw heads of government and factory
directors. We also visited universities and Chinese entertainment sites. Leonard made a short introductory speech
at each stop and never once repeated himself. He was
outgoing and friendly. I am sure that he set the mood for
our wonderful trip. The United States could not have had
a more impressive American to begin our new relationship
with China.
Mary L. Belknap, Acting Chairman,
Foreign Policy Association Board of Directors

L

eonard Marks, a communications lawyer
who served as director of the U.S. Information Agency during Lyndon Johnson’s
administration, died at age 90 on August 11, 2006.
When he was appointed to head U.S.I.A., which develops the U.S. image abroad, his law ﬁrm represented
over 400 broadcasting licenses. Lyndon and Lady Bird
Johnson had been among his ﬁrst clients, and his advice
helped them to build the L.B.J. fortune.
Leonard Marks received a Bachelor’s degree in political science and a law degree from the University of Pittsburgh.
In 1942, he became the assistant to the general counsel of the Federal Communications Commission and directed
the agency’s efforts to monitor foreign radio broadcasts. Under a State Department program, he lectured on communications during the 1950s in India, Turkey, and other countries. Working with Edward R. Murrow in 1962, he led
a private program to distribute American books abroad.
During his tenure at U.S.I.A., he hired talented local storytellers in Vietnam to disseminate American views in that
country. He brought Anwar el-Sadat, who was not yet President of Egypt, to visit with President Johnson.
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Leonard Marks served as president of the International Rescue Committee in the 1970s, organizing assistance to
Vietnamese refugees. His other activities included leading national and international work in communications,
press freedom, foreign policy, and humanitarian issues.

In Memoriam

Arthur Ross
1910-2007
John C. Whitehead, Chairman of AEA Investors and
Honorary Chairman of the Foreign Policy Association recalls:

“I

t is very hard to know what to say about
Arthur: He left behind such a rich, varied
treasure-trove of material. He started the
Arthur Ross Foundation more than ﬁfty years ago,
and it became a never-empty pitcher of generosity
to literally hundreds of organizations. He was one of
the great philanthropists of New York City. He was
not only generous with his money, but also with his
time and his wisdom. I remember him once calling
me and asking that I call the mayor and invite him to
a ceremonial event at the United Nations. I said yes
and added his request to my ‘to do’ list. Less than
an hour later, he called again and said, ‘What did he
say?’ When Arthur called, he expected action!
“He was twice as physically ﬁt as most men half his
age. He exercised and swam every day and loved the
competition of his golf games.
“He loved nature, trees, and parks, and gardens gave
him great joy. He loved poetry and literature and art
and architecture, but not modern architecture. He
believed in peace and justice, and his support for the United Nations was boundless. He believed that a better
world was ahead of us, and he worked endlessly to achieve that.
“I remember the last time I talked with him on the phone, a couple of weeks before he died. I said to him, ‘Arthur,
how are you?’ and he replied instinctively with two words: ‘Never better.’ I realized that these were the two words
he always used when people asked how he was. He was conﬁdent, positive, upbeat, a little jaunty even. I think of
him now somewhere ‘up there,’ and I know that if I could somehow reach him, I would ask, ‘How are you, Arthur?’
and the words would come bouncing back, ‘Never better. Never better.’”
Arthur Ross, an investment manager and generous benefactor of the Foreign Policy Association, died at age 96 in
East Hampton, New York, on September 10, 2007.
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In Memoriam

William E. Schaufele, Jr.
1923-2008

W

illiam Schaufele, who was president of
the Foreign Policy Association from 1980
to 1983, died in January 2008 at 85. He
retired from the Foreign Service in 1980 with the rank
of career minister and received the Wilbur Carr Award
for his “distinguished career of creative contribution to
American foreign policy” and “unerring execution of
that policy often under crisis conditions.”
William Schaufele enlisted in the army in 1943 and
served in Europe with Patton’s Third Army. Following
World War II, he returned to his studies in government
and international affairs at Yale and received a Bachelor’s degree in 1948. In 1950, he received a Master’s
degree from Columbia University’s School of International Affairs. That year he joined the Foreign Service
and subsequently served as a resident and labor ofﬁcer in a number of German cities. In 1953, he took the
post of economic consular ofﬁcer in Munich.
Returning to Washington, D.C., in 1956, he held an
economic affairs position and joined the faculty of the
Foreign Service Institute in 1957. Two years later he
was posted as a political and labor ofﬁcer in Casablanca. In 1963, he opened the U.S. consulate in Bukavu,
shortly after Congo received independence. Returning again to Washington in 1964, he served as Congo desk ofﬁcer in the State Department and then held positions of increasing responsibility in the Bureau of African Affairs.
In 1969, William Schaufele became the U.S. ambassador to Upper Volta, later renamed Burkina Faso. Following this
posting, he served as U.S. representative to the U.N. Security Council in New York. In 1975, he was appointed assistant secretary of state for African affairs. His ﬁnal posting, under the administration of Jimmy Carter, was ambassador to Poland in 1978. He served in Poland during the emergence of the Solidarity movement and the election of
Krakow’s archbishop, Carol Cardinal Wojtila, as Pope John Paul II.
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Board of Directors
Delegation to Greece

A

t the invitation of Greek Foreign Minister
Dora Bakoyannis, a delegation of the
Foreign Policy Association Board of
Directors spent a highly informative week in
Greece during July 2007. Our extraordinary
hosts were Alexander Philon, formerly the
ambasador of Greece to the United States,
and Adamantios Vassilakis, who served as
permanent representative of Greece to the
United Nations from 2002 to 2007. They
arranged a stimulating itinerary.
The FPA delegation converged on the
sybaritic island of Santorini for a valuable
brieﬁng and exchange of views with key
members of the Greek Foreign Ministry and
with the U.S. chargé d’affaires to Greece,
Tom Countryman. Carol Baumann, an FPA
director and former assistant secretary of
state for intelligence and research, summarized key points raised at these meetings.

1. GREEK-TURKISH RELATIONS

Greece favors the entry of Turkey into the
European Union. This position is contrary to Evangelos Meimarakis, the Greek minister of defense (left), greets FPA
the U.S. general public’s perception. Journal- Director Richard Lannamann. In the background is Adamantios Vassilakis,
who served as Greece’s ambassador to the United Nations.
ists made the point that Turkey’s membership will allow better solutions to bilateral
2. POLITICAL PARTIES AND POLITICS IN GREECE
Greek-Turkish relations. Greece’s Socialist Party has
Journalists suggested that Greek political parties are
switched its position and now supports Turkey’s entry
now “converging” on several issues, including relainto the EU, and public opinion in Greece also has
tions with Turkey, the economy, and the question of
changed to favor entry. George Papandreou, who
Macedonia. While the parties may agree on strategy,
was the Greek minister of foreign afairs from 1999 to
they differ on tactics. George Papandreou said that the
2004, stated that Turkish EU membership could put
Greek government is not active enough on Turkey’s
the Greek-Turkish relationship in a different perspective and that the EU could be a “major lever” to change entry into the European Union and on the Macedonian
the internal situation in Turkey. All Greek political par- issue. No progress has been made on continental shelf
ties now favor Turkish admission, although the Turkish controversies, he said, and the issue has not been well
managed. In his view, priority economic goals include
government is somewhat less interested in joining the
investment in education, reform of the bureaucracy,
EU. Theodore Couloumbis argued that Greek-Turkish
stronger orientation toward markets, and reform of
relations have improved since 1990. Both Greek paragricultural and production systems. He also said that
ties favor cooperation with Turkey, and trade between
Greece should develop “high quality” tourism.
the two countries has increased tremendously.
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3. GREEK-U.S. RELATIONS

George Papandreou noted that Greece is not antiAmerican. Rather, Greece opposes certain U.S. policies. These policies include U.S. positions on Cyprus,
Macedonia, Palestine/Israel, Iraq, Iran, and Syria, as
well as American pro-Turkey policies. He said that the
United States focuses too much rhetoric on “regime
change” in Iran and instead should take a regional
approach to the situation that includes both Iran and
Syria in an overall Middle East settlement. Theodore
Couloumbis said that Greece wants to balance its European interests with its U.S. relations and U.S. security
guarantee. He called the Iraq war a “blunder.”

4. GREECE AND THE EUROPEAN UNION

Greece favors both deepening and widening the
European Union, while recognizing the challenge that
increased membership will create for organizing and
governing EU institutions. If the EU cannot deepen
and widen, then it should proceed with overlapping
circles or “integration of the willing.” Greece sees itself
as a member of the EU’s inner core but has no strong
position in arguments about the EU as an intergovernmental organization. Current EU reforms may achieve
many of the same outcomes proposed by the EU Constitution, although these outcomes will be identiﬁed by
different names.

5. MACEDONIA QUESTIONS

Greece, it has been said, is a country with 11 million
prime ministers. It is the birthplace of democracy, and
the Foreign Policy Association delegation observed
that today, Greece is thriving.

SATURDAY, JUNE 30
Arrival of the Foreign Policy Association Board
of Directors delegation

SUNDAY, JULY 1
Reception and dinner at “Goulas,” the residence
of Mr. and Mrs. Petros Nomikos, in Fira, Santorini

MONDAY, JULY 2
All-day seminar at the Petros Nomikos Conference Center

TUESDAY, JULY 3
Lunch with Minister of Foreign Affairs
Dora Bakoyannis
Meeting with Minister of National Defense
Evangelos Meimerakis
Reception given by Ambassador and Mrs. Vassilakis

WEDNESDAY, JULY 4
Visit to an ancient agora with the archaeologist
John Camp, who is responsible for excavations at
the American School of Archaeology
Lunch with Deputy Governor of the Bank of
Greece Panayotis Thomopoulo

THURSDAY, JULY 5
Visit to archaeological sights at Delphi
and Osios Loukas
Concert of Greek music, performed at the
Herodus Atticus Odeon

FRIDAY, JULY 6
Reception at the United States Embassy
in Athens
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It was noted that use of the name “Macedonia” is only
the tip of the iceberg regarding Macedonia questions. Four states were named as having fundamental
interests in Macedonia: Albania, Bulgaria, Greece, and
Macedonia. These states attach different meanings to
the name “Macedonia.”

SUMMARY OF ITINERARY:
SANTORINI AND ATHENS

The Board of Directors
Delegation to Greece
(Continued)

Upper left: Marion Foster, executive assistant to FPA’s
president, and FPA Board member Robert C. Miller.
Upper right: Peter Kimmelman (left), FPA Board member Elbrun Kimmelman, and Alexander Philon, former
ambassador of Greece to the United States. Middle
left: Members of the FPA Board of Directors delegation visiting the site of an ancient agora. Middle
right: FPA Board members Richard Lannamann (left),
Carol Baumann, and Elbrun Kimmelman; Adamantios Vassilakis, formerly permanent representative of
Greece to the United Nations, and a colleague; Barbara Crossette, member of FPA’s Editorial Advisory
Committee; FPA Board members Robert C. Miller
and Peter F. Krogh; FPA President Noel V. Lateef; and
(seated) Ambassador Alexander Philon.

Foreign Policy Association delegates outside the Oracle of Apollo
at Delphi. One of the highlights of
the delegation’s trip was a tour of
Delphi. Dating back to 1400 B.C.E.,
the Oracle of Apollo was built
around a sacred spring. People
traveled from throughout Greece
and abroad to ask questions of
the Pythia, the priestess of Apollo.
Her answers, usually cryptic, could
result in major civil, political, and
military decisions.
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Financial Summary:2008
INCOME
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Investment and other income







EXPENSES









Meetings, conferences, and events
Community programs

 Publications


Fundraising

 Management
 Finance and administration
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“In a democracy the Government
functions with the consent of the
whole people. The latter must be
guided by the facts. The Foreign
Policy Association is performing a
high duty in facilitating the lucid
presentation of the facts of world
problems and their impact upon
the United States.”
Franklin D. Roosevelt
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“An investment in knowledge always
pays the best interest.”
Benjamin Franklin
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