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OPINION BALLOTS have been included with the Foreign Policy Association’s Great Decisions since 1955 to enable participants to make their
views known. Each year FPA sends the National Opinion Ballot Report
to the White House, the departments of State and Defense, members of
Congress, the media and concerned citizens.
ABOUT GREAT DECISIONS BALLOTERS…
A. How long have you participated in the Great Decisions
program (i.e. attended one or more discussion sessions)?
This is the first year I have participated
38.8%
I participated in one previous year
13.6%
I participated in more than one previous year
48.1%

F. How strongly do you agree or disagree with the following statement? “Although the media often reports about
national and international events and developments, this
news is seldom as interesting as the things that happen
directly in our own community and neighborhood.”
Agree strongly
0.2%
Agree somewhat
9.4%
Neither agree nor disagree
12.8%
Disagree somewhat
37.9%
Disagree strongly
39.8%

B. How did you learn about the Great Decisions program?
Word of mouth
41.3%
Local library
8.5%
Foreign Policy Association website
2.1%
Promotional brochure
3.1%
Other
45%

G. Generally speaking, how interested are you in politics?
Very much interested
67.7%
Somewhat interested
29.5%
Not too interested
2.7%
Not interested at all
0.2%

C. Where does your Great Decisions group meet?
Private home
Library
Community center
Learning in retirement
Other

8.2%
19.3%
23.4%
15.4%
33.9%

H. Do you think it is best for the future of the United
States if the U.S. takes an active role in world affairs or
stays out of world affairs?			
Takes an active role in world affairs
95.8%
Stays out of world affairs
4.2%

D. How many hours, on average, do you spend reading
one Great Decisions chapter?			
Less than 1 hour
1–2 hours
3–4 hours
More than 4 hours

12.8%
65.8%
19.0%
2.5%

I. How often are you asked for your opinion on foreign
policy?				
Often
13.8%
Sometimes
67.8%
Never
18.4%

E. Would you say you have or have not changed your
opinion in a fairly significant way as a result of taking
part in the Great Decisions program?
Have
45.7%
Have not
31.8%
Not sure
22.5%

J. Have you been abroad during the last two years?
Yes
56.8%
No
43.2%
K. Do you know, or are you learning, a foreign language?
Yes
51.4%
No
48.6%
L. Do you have any close friends or family that live
in other countries?				
Yes
55.9%
No
44.1%

For more information about
Great Decisions, visit us online
www.GreatDecisions.org
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M. Do you donate to any charities that help the poor
in other countries?				
Yes
67.9%
No
32.1%

U. Are you currently employed?			
Full-time employee
Part time employee
Self-employed
Unemployed
Retired
Student
Homemaker

N. Generally speaking, do you usually think of yourself
as a Republican, a Democrat, an Independent, or something else?				
Republican
13.7%
Democrat
54.4%
Independent
28.1%
Other
3.9%

V. Can you give us an estimate of your household income
in 2015 before taxes?				
Below $30,000
3.1%
$30,000–$50,000
10.2%
$50,000–$75,000
13.9%
$75,000–$100,000
14.3%
$100,000–$150,000
19.3%
Over $150,000
18.3%
Not sure
1.4%
Prefer not to say
19.5%

O. What is your gender?				
Male
51.3%
Female
48.7%
P. What race do you consider yourself?		
White/Caucasian
95.6%
Black/African-American
0.6%
Hispanic/Latino
1.9%
Asian-American
0.2%
Native American
1.4%
Other
0.4%

W. What is the highest level of education you
have completed?				
Did not graduate from high school
High school graduate
Some college, but no degree (yet)
2-year college degree
4-year college degree
Some postgraduate work, but no degree (yet)

Q. Were you born in the United States or another country?
United States
91.5%
Another country
8.5%
R. Are you a citizen of the United States or another country?
United States
98.7%
Another country

0.6%
0.8%
4.4%
1.5%
18.8%
13%

Postgraduate degree (MA, MBA, MD, JD, PhD, etc.) 60.9%

X. To what extent do you agree or disagree with the following statement? I think of myself first and foremost as
a member of the human race, rather than as a member of
any national, ethnic, or racial group.		
Agree strongly
41.5%
Agree
28.4%
Agree somewhat
14.3%
Neither agree nor disagree
7.3%
Disagree somewhat
4.3%
Disagree
2.9%
Disagree strongly
1.4%

1.3%

S. How important is religion in your life?		
Very important
27.7%
Somewhat important
25%
Not too important
24%
Not at all important
23.3%
T. What is your age? 			
18 and under
19–29
30–39
40–49
50–59
60–69
70–79
80–89
90 and above

6.3%
3.5%
4.6%
1.0%
82%
1.7%
1.0%

1.4%
0.8%
0.8%
2.4%
5.8%
28.7%
42.9%
16.2%
1.4%

		

				
				

(Totals may not equal 100% after rounding.)
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BALLOT REPORT HIGHLIGHTS
Opinion ballots are included in each edition of Great Decisions, a briefing book prepared annually
by the nonpartisan, not-for-profit Foreign Policy Association. This year, 5,569 ballots were returned
by Great Decisions participants from across the country. Their responses reflect opinions crafted after
the study and discussion of each of this year’s eight Great Decisions topics. The majority of ballot
participants were middle or upper-middle class and had a Masters degree or higher. They did not shy
away from partisan politics either—most were Democrats, although Republicans and Independents
were well represented.
The ballots cast by Great Decisions participants indicate:
Support for:
4 The Iran nuclear deal to bring more stability to the region
4 U.S. airstrikes against ISIS
4 An independent Kurdistan
4 Congress to pass immigration reform legislation
4 A U.S. global leadership role in addressing the Syrian refugee crisis
4 Building both a regional security alliance and a free trade area between the U.S. and Asian countries
4 An active role for the U.S. in the UN, and the UN in the world
4 A U.S. president who favors government action to address climate change
4 Distinguishing between political and economic refugees
Opposition to:
4 Deploying U.S. ground troops to fight ISIS
4 Prioritizing U.S.-instigated regime change in North Korea
4 A political candidate who maintains that all climate change policy hurts the economy and kills jobs
4 The U.S. trade embargo against Cuba
4 Building a fence on the U.S.-Mexico border to slow illegal immigration
Other views:
4 The U.S. should accept that it cannot destroy Islamic extremist groups by military force alone
4 Division is more likely than cooperation between Arab and Kurdish factions in Iraq’s future
4 Immigration is good for jobs, productivity and entrepreneurship
4 Congress is unlikely to pass immigration reform legislation
4 The UN is ineffective in solving the problems it faces
4 Tackling climate change is a moral issue
4 Developed nations have a responsibilty to help poorer nations with the effects of climate change
4 Homegrown terrorism is a greater menace than terrorism fostered overseas
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Some questions from previous opinion ballots, asked again in 2016
(Previous years’ answers are in parentheses)

A. From 2004’s “Middle Eastern Political Reform”: Do
you believe that “some cultures are incompatible with
democracy”?
Yes
74.6% (61%)
No
25.5% (39%)

E. From 2007’s “International Migration”: Do you agree
or disagree with the following statements?

B. From 2015’s “Sectarianism in the Middle East”: In
terms of the political situation in the Middle East, which
is more important?
Democratic governments, even if
there is less stability in the region
13.4% (15.3%)
Stable governments, even if there
is less democracy in the region

Homegrown terrorism is a 			
greater menace than terrorism			
fostered overseas
55.3%
44.7%

(91%)

(6%)

The U.S. should mount retaliatory
strikes against governments that
sponsor terrorist attacks on Americans

49%

51%

(51%)

(42%)

The CIA should work with anyone
who can help catch terrorists, even
“unsavory characters”
76.1%

23.9%

(67%)

(26%)

12.4%

87.6%

(20%)

(73%)

There are circumstances under
which the use of terrorism may
be justified

(17.9%)

(82.1%)

29.6%

70.4%

(34%)

(66%)

73.1%

26.9%

(63.8%)

(36.2%)

AGREE

DISAGREE

68.7%

31.3%

( 67%)

(21%)

49.3%

50.7%

(61%)

(16%)

46.4%
(42%)

53.6%
(45%)

The U.S. should distinguish
between refugees from political
persecution and those fleeing
economic hardship

(36%)

9.3%

81.6%

F. From 1992’s “Refugee Crisis”: Do you agree or disagree with the following statements regarding U.S. policy
on admitting refugees?

DISAGREE

The inconvenience of tightened
security at airports and other public
places is a price worth paying for
safety from terrorist attacks
90.7%

18.4%

Illegal immigrants already in the
U.S. should be allowed to stay

C. From 1997’s “Terrorism and Crime”: For each of
the following statements, indicate whether you agree or
disagree.

(56%)

DISAGREE

Illegal immigration to the U.S.
hurts the economy

86.6% (84.7%)

AGREE

AGREE

Building a fence on the U.S.Mexico border is an effective
way to slow illegal immigration

The U.S. should not broaden the
definition of refugees to allow
more into the U.S.
The U.S. should be less strict
about requirements that refugees
prove “fear of persecution”

G. From 2007’s “International Migration”: Do you think
it is a contradiction to support the free movement of
goods and services that characterizes globalization, on
the one hand, and to limit the free flow of workers, on the
other hand?
Yes
48.9% (62.5%)
No
51.1% (37.5%)

D. From 2015’s “Sectarianism in the Middle East”: To
what extent do you agree or disagree that the U.S. should
consider recognizing a free nation for Kurdish people
called Kurdistan?
Agree strongly
31% (31%)
Agree somewhat
48.4% (43.1%)
Disagree somewhat
9.1% (7.4%)
Disagree strongly
1.6% (2.3%)
Not sure
9.9% (16.2%)

H. From 1997’s “Northeast Asia”: Regarding the security strategy in Northeast Asia, the U.S. should:
Continue to play the role
of regional policeman
13.7% (15%)
Renegotiate security alliances
and establish a traditional balance
of power in the region
Withdraw U.S. military forces
from Northeast Asia to U.S. territory
Other
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69.9% (60%)
9.8% (12%)
6.7% (8%)

I. From 1999’s “U.S. Role in the UN”: For each of the
following activities, check whether the UN, private/nongovernmental organizations, or unilateral/regional actors
perform them best:
		UNIUN
PRIVATE LATERAL
			

Disaster relief

34.3%
(19%)

46.2%
(49%)

19.5%
(14%)

Health/medical assistance			 27.7%
		
(31%)

61.5%
(42%)

10.8%
(10%)

Development assistance

31%
(35%)

41.7%
(25%)

27.3%
(21%)

International trade agreements 38.2%
(44%)

9.4%
(8%)

52.4%
(31%)

Human rights watch
		

61.4%
(52%)

31.2%
(23%)

7.4%
(8%)

Arms limitation

59%
(64%)

6.3%
(2%)

34.7%
(17%)

Conflict resolution

59.1%
(60%)

6.2%
(4%)

34.7%
(19%)

UN staff should be hired on the
basis of skills and experience,
not because they come from a
certain country or region
A reformed, more effective UN
central administration will take
power away from developing
countries in the General Assembly
The UN member states focus
too strongly on their individual
interests to reach agreements
on UN reform
Reformng the UN is a continuous
process rather than a series of
discrete decisions

91.1%
(92%)

Give tax incentives to companies
combatting polution

84.1%
(92%)

15.9%
(7.4%)

92.3%
(95%)

7.7%
(6%)

5.6% (3%)
13.5% (12%)

Climate change is a “planetary emergency” 79.5% (73.4%)
There is not enough information at this
time to determine the long-term impact
of climate change

16.7% (21.7%)

M. From 2009’s “Cuba”: Do you think it would be in the
best interests of the U.S. to:
Drop the current U.S. embargo against Cuba
74.1% (72%)
Develop trade relations with Cuba that go
beyond the current “cash only” agricultural
sales, but shortof lifting the embargo
Maintain the trade embargo with Cuba
until there is a real change in its
government’s philosophy

8.9%
(8%)

71%
(68%)

58.8% (57%)

L. From 2007’s “Global Warming”: What statement
most closely expresses your concern about the impact of
climate change?
Climate change is “the greatest hoax
ever perpetrated on the American people”
3.8% (4.9%)

DISAGREE

29%
(32%)

Seek bilateral and multilateral
agreements on environmental issues
Let free market forces deal with
environmental problems

J. From 2006’s “The UN: post-summit outlook”: Do you
agree or disagree with the following statements?
AGREE

K. From 1998’s “The Global Environment”: What is the
most effective way for the U.S. to respond to environmental
problems?
Legislate strict domestic laws
setting restrictions on pollution
22.1% (28%)

16.9% (23%)

9% (5%)

N. From 2009’s “Cuba”: With Raúl Castro at the helm
as president, pursuing a path of limited economic opening, Cuba is on the verge of a political transition. Do you
think Raúl’s leadership will:
Breathe new life into the Cuban Revolution 10.9% (10%)
Sow the seeds for Cuba to evolve into a
different kind of society altogether
89.1% (90%)

The National Opinion Ballot Report was prepared by the Foreign
Policy Association: Karen M. Rohan, Editor in Chief; Lillian Marx,
Assistant Editor.
Ballot questions were composed, collected and tabulated by L
 auren
Prather, assistant professor of political science at the School of
Global Policy and Strategy at University of California, San Diego, in
affiliation with UCSD.

(Totals from older ballot reports may not equal 100% because some
participants did not mark particular ballots or volunteered other
responses not tabulated here.)
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TOPIC 1/SHIFTING ALLIANCES IN THE MIDDLE EAST
A. Have you engaged in any of the following activities
related to the Shifting Alliances in the Middle East topic?
Read the article on the Middle East in
the 2016 Great Decisions briefing book
80.2%

From a proxy war in Yemen to an ongoing civil war in Syria,
what can the U.S. do to secure its interests in the Middle East
without causing further damage and disruption?
The numerous enduring conflicts in the Middle East are far
from black-and-white, and they have shaken the traditional
alignments in the region to their core. With alliances between
state and non-state actors constantly shifting, the U.S. finds
itself between a rock and a hard place.
Washington maintains a particularly tenuous harmony
between its stake in the Iran nuclear deal and its relationship
interests with ally Saudi Arabia. National Opinion Ballot
participants saw the Iran nuclear deal as having relatively
less impact on the political dynamics of the Middle East than
the U.S. invasion and withdrawal from Iraq, the Arab Spring,
or the rise of ISIS. Less than 3% of respondents identified
the deal as having the most influence amongst these issues.
However, readers overwhelmingly believed that it was likely
to bring about more stability in the region.
Ballot participants assessed the 2003 U.S. invasion of Iraq
and subsequent withdrawal in 2011 to have had the greatest
impact of the issues mentioned above. In comments, participants also stressed that addressing underlying sectarian
divisions was a critical prerequisite to achieving long-term
stability in the Middle East.

Discussed the article on the Middle East
with a Great Decisions discussion group

75.8%

Discussed the article on the Middle East with
friends or family

50.7%

Followed the news related to the Middle East

76.6%

Taken a class in which you learned about
issues related to the Middle East

20.9%

Have or had a job related to the Middle East

7.2%

Traveled to the Middle East

23.3%

None of the above

2%

B. How interested would you say you are in issues related to
the Middle East?
Very interested
73.8%
Somewhat interested
24.9%
Not too interested
0.9%
Not at all interested
0.5%
C. How closely have you been following news about the
Middle East?
Very closely
48.9%
Somewhat closely
44.8%
Not too closely
5.8%
Not at all closely
0.5%

The Middle East is a region of very
complex, and frequently changing,
alliances. Despite the complexity
and instability, understanding and
interacting productively with this
area is a critical requirement of
U.S. foreign policy.

D. Which of the following events do you think has had the
biggest impact on the political dynamics of the Middle East?
The 2003 U.S. invasion of
Iraq and subsequent
withdrawal in 2011
65.3%
The Arab Spring and
the ensuing civil wars

HHH

22.5%

The rise of ISIS

9.4%

The Iran nuclear deal

2.8%

E. Do you think that the Iran nuclear deal will bring about:
More stability in the region
71.9%
Less stability in the region
28.1%

The issues between Sunni and
Shi‘a cannot be solved by any
Western power.

Connect with us on Facebook:
www.facebook.com/foreignpolicyassociation
Follow us on Twitter:
www.twitter.com/fpa_org

(Comments from balloters are in green boxes throughout the report.)
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TOPIC 2/THE RISE OF ISIS
C. How closely have you been following news about ISIS?
Very closely
55.9%
Somewhat closely
41.9%
Not too closely
1.9%
Not at all closely
0.3%

ISIS’ promised caliphate is in its death throes, but the terrorist
group persists, and the question remains: What is ISIS? What
danger does it pose to U.S. interests?
Born out of an umbrella organization of al-Qaeda in Iraq,
ISIS (the Islamic State in Iraq and Syria) burst onto the international stage after it conquered Fallujah in December 2013.
The group subsequently seized control of a number of critical
strongholds in both countries and declared itself a caliphate.
It has since suffered tremendous territorial losses, bringing to
the fore its capacity to direct or inspire attacks abroad.
Years of Middle East entanglements, not least in Iraq,
have left the U.S. public wary of committing troops overseas. Ballot responses reflected this mood. Some 61.5% of
respondents believed it was a mistake to remove all troops
from Iraq in 2011. But a majority also opposed sending
U.S. ground troops to fight ISIS today.
Participants favored U.S. airstrikes against the terrorist
organization, as well as arming moderate groups to fight it.
The U.S. strategy of “degrading and ultimately defeating”
ISIS drew tepid confidence from our readers: 37.7% agreed
somewhat that the strategy was working, 16.2% neither
agreed nor disagreed, and 25.2% disagreed somewhat.
Ultimately, most participants indicated that military force
alone was not enough to destroy Islamic extremist groups.

D. To what extent do you agree or disagree with the following statement? “The U.S. government’s strategy of ‘degrading and ultimately defeating’ is working against ISIS.”
Agree strongly
4.8%
Agree somewhat
37.7%
Neither agree nor disagree
16.2%
Disagree somewhat
25.2%
Disagree strongly
16.1%
E. Do you support or oppose U.S. airstrikes against ISIS?
Strongly support
53.4%
Somewhat support
33.9%
Neither support nor oppose
5.3%
Somewhat oppose
4.8%
Strongly oppose
2.6%
F. Do you support or oppose sending weapons to
moderate groups to fight ISIS?
Strongly support
26.6%
Somewhat support
43.7%
Neither support nor oppose
12.5%
Somewhat oppose
12.1%
Strongly oppose
5.0%

A. Have you engaged in any of the following activities
related to the Rise of ISIS topic?
Read the article on ISIS in the
2016 Great Decisions briefing book
87.8%
Discussed the article on ISIS with
a Great Decisions discussion group

80.7%

Discussed the article on ISIS with
friends or family

60.1%

Followed news related to ISIS
Taken a class in which you learned
about issues related to ISIS

G. Would you support or oppose the U.S. sending ground
troops to fight ISIS?
Strongly support
6.5%
Somewhat support
22.2%
Neither support nor oppose
9.0%
Somewhat oppose
24.1%
Strongly oppose
38.2%

86%
16.6%

Have or had a job related to ISIS

2.3%

Traveled to Iraq or Syria

2.7%

None of the above

0.3%

B. How interested would you say you are in issues
related to ISIS?
Very interested
82.2%
Somewhat interested
17.1%
Not too interested
0.4%
Not at all interested
0.3%

Strong and effective governments
are the way to defeat ISIS. The U.S.
needs to facilitate elimination of the
underlying causes that allow
ISIS to flourish.
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H. When it comes to the U.S. committing military forces
to fight against ISIS, which of the following best describes
your point of view?
Favor sending troops in for as long as
it takes to get the job done
15.1%
Favor sending in troops for a short period
to allow the Iraqi Army to take over
27.6%
Do not favor sending any troops at all
57.3%

L. Do you think that ISIS is more or less powerful than
they were six months ago, or are they equally as powerful?
ISIS is more powerful than
they were six months ago
33%

I. If Iraq were to fall into the hands of Islamic militants,
do you think this would be a serious setback for U.S.
prestige in the world, only a minor setback, or not a
setback at all?
Serious setback for U.S. prestige in the world
53.2%
Minor setback for U.S. prestige in the world
36.7%
Not a setback at all for U.S. prestige in the world
10.1%

36%

ISIS is equally as powerful as
they were six months ago

31%

M. Do you think that ISIS is a major threat, a minor
threat, or not a threat at all to U.S. national security?
Major threat to U.S. national security
Minor threat to U.S. national security
Not a threat at all to U.S. national security

45.2%
49.6%
5.2%

N. Which of the following statements about Islamic extremist groups like ISIS do you agree with more:

J. Do you think the U.S. should have removed all troops
from Iraq in 2011, or should the U.S. have left some troops
there?
The U.S. should have removed all troops
from Iraq in 2011
38.5%
The U.S. should have left some troops there

ISIS is less powerful than
they were six months ago

61.5%

K. How confident are you that the U.S. and its allies will
defeat ISIS?
Very confident
13.9%
Somewhat confident
47.0%
Not too confident
31.1%
Not confident at all
8.0%
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We should use military strength
to destroy Islamic extremist groups
once and for all

29.4%

We should accept that we cannot
destroy Islamic extremist groups
by using military force

70.6%

TOPIC 3/THE FUTURE OF KURDISTAN
U.S. government recognition of an independent Kurdistan
created therefrom. Our readers were more reserved in their
support of the same prospect for Turkish Kurds.

Kurdistan, a mountainous region made up of parts of
Turkey, Iran and Syria, is home to one of the largest
ethnic groups in West Asia: the Kurds. Most in the West
know them for the small, oil-rich autonomous region in
northern Iraq called Iraqi Kurdistan—one of the U.S.’
closest allies in the Middle East, and a bulwark against
the expansion of the so-called Islamic State. What does
the success of Iraqi Kurdistan mean for Kurds in the surrounding region?
The Kurds are often lauded as the West’s most reliable
partner in the fight against ISIS. But the U.S. maintains
a tortuous relationship with the group: They are reliable
allies, but their aspirations for autonomy complicate
America’s strategic interests. Notably, American support for Syrian Kurds has increased tensions between
Washington and Ankara. Turkey allows the U.S. to use
its military bases to conduct operations in the region, but
sees its own Kurdish population as a threat to its territorial
integrity. Here, the U.S. plays a difficult game reconciling
various alliances and interests.
Balloters for their part saw little chance of cooperation
and reconciliation between Arab and Kurdish factions in
Iraq. Over three quarters of participants anticipated that
separation and division would be ongoing. Yet readers
acknowledged the valuable partnership role the Kurds
have played for the U.S.: Ballot results showed support
for a full break of the Kurdish region from Iraq, and for
C. How closely have you been following news about the Kurds?
Very closely
21.5%
Somewhat closely
59.5%
Not too closely
16.8%
Not at all closely
2.3%
D. Overall, to what extent do you
support or oppose the direct shipping of U.S. military equipment to
the Kurdish Peshmerga opposing
ISIS in Iraq?
Support strongly
45.1%
Support somewhat
40.6%
Neither support nor oppose 7.3%
Oppose somewhat
4.4%
Oppose strongly
2.8%
E. What do you think is more likely
in Iraq’s future: reconciliation and
co-operation between Arab and
Kurdish factions, or separation and
division between these two groups?
Reconciliation and
co-operation between
Arab and Kurdish
factions is more likely
24.3%

A. Have you engaged in any of the following activities
related to the Future of Kurdistan topic?
Read the article on the Kurds in
the 2016 Great Decisions briefing book
92.2%
Discussed the article on the Kurds
with a Great Decisions discussion group
Discussed the article on the Kurds
with friends or family

Followed news related to the Kurds
Taken a class in which you learned
about issues related to the Kurds

Have or had a job related to the Kurds
Traveled to a Kurdish region of the world
None of the above

84.6%
52.8%
75.2%
9.6%
1.4%
6%
1.4%

B. How interested would you say you are in issues related
to the Kurds?
Very interested
42.7%
Somewhat interested
51.2%
Not too interested
5.7%
Not at all interested
0.5%

Separation and division
between Arab and Kurdish
factions is more likely
75.7%
F. To what extent do you support or
oppose the Kurdish region of Iraq
breaking away completely from the
country and declaring independence?
Support strongly
31.5%
Support somewhat
41.2%
Neither support nor oppose 16.2%
Oppose somewhat
8.9%
Oppose strongly
2.3%
G. If the Kurds were to declare
independence from Iraq and establish a new country, to what extent
would you support or oppose the
U.S. government recognizing the
new country?
Support strongly
47%
Support somewhat
36.5%
Neither support nor oppose 10.4%
Oppose somewhat
4.4%
Oppose strongly
1.8%
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H. There are also a significant number of Kurds living in Turkey. If the
Kurds were to declare independence
from Turkey and establish a new
country, to what extent would you
support or oppose the U.S. government recognizing the new country?
Support strongly
24%
Support somewhat
33.2%
Neither support nor oppose 19.8%
Oppose somewhat
13.9%
Oppose strongly
9.1%
I. To what extent do you support or
oppose the Turkish government’s
bombing of Kurdish regions in
Turkey against militants fighting for
independence?
Support strongly
1.6%
Support somewhat
3.7%
Neither support nor oppose 10%
Oppose somewhat
26.5%
Oppose strongly
58.1%

TOPIC 4/INTERNATIONAL MIGRATION
Today, with the number of displaced people at an all-time
high, world powers find themselves facing a difficult question:
How can they balance border security with humanitarian
concerns? More importantly, what can they do to resolve
these crises so as to limit the number of displaced persons?
As a record number of migrants seek refuge in Europe, the
continent struggles to come up with an adequate response.
Europe’s refugees are largely fleeing conflicts in Syria, Iraq
and parts of Africa. Regional neighbors feel the impact of
the crisis even more acutely. Meanwhile, the global migrant
population encompasses many other groups: child migrants
bound for the U.S. from Northern Triangle countries, or the
Rohingya fleeing from Myanmar, for instance.
Ballot respondents strongly agreed that the U.S. has a
responsibility to take in refugees. They saw a role for the
U.S. in dealing with the Syrian crisis in particular, and
also favored federal support to the European Union or to
charities to help refugees.
Concurrent with discussions of how to handle the migrant
crisis come more traditional debates about immigration.
Ballot respondents displayed a prevailing sense that immigration has a positive impact on the U.S. Participants
believed that migrant workers had made no difference in
U.S. wages, or resulted in only a minimal decrease. A majority rejected the idea that immigrants were taking away
jobs from U.S. citizens, and instead thought that immigrants
added new expertise, ideas, skills and entrepreneurial spirit,
and performed jobs that U.S. citizens mostly did not want.
Nearly 90% of our readers were in favor of Congress passing
immigration reform legislation, but fewer than 35% thought
it at all likely that this would happen.
A. Have you engaged in any of the following activities
related to the International Migration topic?
Read the article on migration in
the 2016 Great Decisions briefing book
89.2%
Discussed the article on migration with
a Great Decisions discussion group

82.4%

Discussed the article on migration with
friends or family

64.1%

Followed news related to migration

83.0%

Taken a class in which you learned
about issues related to migration

10.8%

Have or had a job related to migration

4.5%

None of the above

0.2%

B. How interested would you say you are in issues related
to migration?
Very interested
65.6%
Somewhat interested
32.2%
Not too interested
1.9%
Not at all interested
0.4%

C. How closely have you been following news about
migration?
Very closely
48.9%
Somewhat closely
47.1%
Not too closely
4.0%
Not at all closely
n/a
D. How likely is it that Congress will pass immigration
reform legislation?
Very likely
7.1%
Somewhat likely
26.4%
Not too likely
49.0%
Not at all likely
17.4%
E. To what extent do you approve of Congress passing
immigration reform legislation?
Approve strongly
65.6%
Approve somewhat
21.9%
Neither approve nor disapprove
7.0%
Disapprove somewhat
3.1%
Disapprove strongly
2.4%
F. To what extent do you approve or disapprove of the
way President Obama is dealing with immigration?
Approve strongly
25.6%
Approve somewhat
38.3%
Neither approve nor disapprove
10.1%
Disapprove somewhat
12.9%
Disapprove strongly
13.1%
G. Would you say that immigration helps the U.S. more
than it hurts it, or immigration hurts the U.S. more than
it helps it?
Immigration helps the U.S.
more than it hurts it
85.3%
Immigration hurts the U.S.
more than it helps it

14.7%

H. What effect do you feel that the influx of migrant
workers has had on the U.S.?
Increased wages substantially
0.9%
Increased wages moderately
3.7%
Increased wages minimally
6.5%
Neither increased nor decreased wages
56.6%
Decreased wages minimally
19.8%
Decreased wages moderately
10.0%
Decreased wages substantially
2.6%
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I. Here is a list of possible concerns some people have
expressed over illegal immigration. For each one, please
tell me if you are very concerned, somewhat concerned
not very concerned or not at all concerned about it.
1. Changing the culture of the country
Very concerned
Somewhat concerned
Not too concerned
Not at all concerned

15.1%
23.5%
39.5%
21.9%

2. Leading to an increase in crime
Very concerned
Somewhat concerned
Not too concerned
Not at all concerned

11.2%
25.6%
42.0%
21.3%

3. Taking jobs away from U.S. citizens
Very concerned
Somewhat concerned
Not too concerned
Not at all concerned

7.3%
22.0%
50.8%
19.9%

K. People come to the U.S. for different purposes. When
you think about “immigrants” which of these types of
people do you normally have in mind? Please select all
that apply or select none of the above.
People who come to apply for refugee status
23.8%
People who come to work paid jobs

58.2%

People who come to live with their spouse
or civil partner

6.1%

People who come to study

11.8%

None of the above

n/a

L. Do you think the U.S. does or does not have a responsibility to take in refugees fleeing from other countries?
The U.S. has a responsibility to take in
refugees fleeing other countries
80.9%
The U.S. does not have a responsibility
to take in refugees fleeing other countries
19.1%
M. To what extent would you support or oppose the U.S.
government offering financial support to charities or the
European Union in order to help refugees?
Support strongly
48.0%
Support somewhat
34.9%
Neither support nor oppose
7.9%
Oppose somewhat
5.4%
Oppose strongly
3.8%

4. Overburdening government programs and services
Very concerned
25.1%
Somewhat concerned
37.7%
Not too concerned
26.5%
Not at all concerned
10.7%

N. Which comes closer to your opinion on dealing with
the Syrian refugees?
It’s a European problem—the U.S.
doesn’t have a role to play
14.1%

J. Here is a list of positive things some people have expressed that come from legal immigration. For each one,
tell me if you think it is a major benefit of immigration
into the country, a minor benefit, or not a benefit at all.

It’s a global problem—the U.S.
needs to step up and do its part

I. Bringing in new cultures to the country
Major benefit
42.0%
Minor benefit
48.6%
Not a benefit at all
9.4%
2. Performing jobs that U.S. citizens mostly do not want
Major benefit
62.3%
Minor benefit
32.6%
Not a benefit at all
5.1%

85.9%

I have little confidence based on past
record and the current leadership
in Congress that any meaningful
change will occur in our immigration
policy to provide a just solution
to the problem.

3. Bringing needed expertise and skills to the country
Major benefit
63.0%
Minor benefit
30.5%
Not a benefit at all
6.5%
4. Adding new ideas and entrepreneurial spirit
Major benefit
62.4%
Minor benefit
31.5%
Not a benefit at all
6.1%
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TOPIC 5/KOREAN CHOICES
At the end of World War II, Korea was divided. The northern
half of the Korean peninsula was occupied by the Soviet
Union, the southern by the United States. Hopes for a reunified Korea endured for decades. Today, some are asking if
unification is possible—or even desirable—anymore.
Under current circumstances, North and South Korea
couldn’t be further apart. The North is underdeveloped, impoverished and ruled by a corrupt, authoritarian regime, while
the South has advanced rapidly to become one of the most
developed countries in the world. The U.S.’ relationship with
South Korea is strong, but the two countries face complex
challenges as they formulate policy toward North Korea.
Not least of these challenges is balancing relations with
China—a country that balloters identified as very influential
on the global stage, but significantly less friendly toward the
U.S. than South Korea. Most of our readers said that limiting
China’s rise to power should be low on the list of priorities in
U.S. relations with South Korea, though a significant minority
thought it should be a high priority.
An overwhelming majority of Great Decisions participants
marked deterring North Korea’s nuclear capability as a top
priority. Balloters favored sanctions against North Korea,
but more than half also favored diplomatic relations. Most
were in favor of maintaining long-term military bases in
South Korea, and many more thought it very unlikely that
Korean unification would happen in the next decade: Only
9% believed that prospect at all likely. Other high priorities
included protecting freedom of navigation in regional seas,
and building a regional security alliance and a regional free
trade zone between the U.S. and Asian countries.

A. Have you engaged in any of the following activities
related to the Korean Choices topic?
Read the article on the Koreas in the
2016 Great Decisions briefing book
91.4%
Discussed the article on the Koreas
with a Great Decisions discussion group

82.6%

Discussed the article on the Koreas with
friends or family

48.1%

Followed news related to the Koreas

75.2%

Taken a class in which you learned
about issues related to the Koreas

8.1%

Have or had a job related to the Koreas

4.0%

Traveled to the Korean peninsula

11.2%

None of the above

0.4%

B. How interested would you say you are in issues
related to the Koreas?
Very interested
41.0%
Somewhat interested
50.5%
Not too interested
8.4%
Not at all interested
0.2%
C. How closely have you been following news about
the Koreas?
Very closely
26.3%
Somewhat closely
56.7%
Not too closely
16.1%
Not at all closely
1.0%

D. How much influence do you think each of the following countries has in the world? Please answer on a 0 to 10 scale; 0
meaning they are not at all influential and 10 meaning they are extremely influential.
0

1

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

10

South Korea

n/a

1.3%

4%

12.9%

14.4%

13.7%

22.6%

18.1%

10.6%

2.1%

0.4%

North Korea

3.4%

12.9%

16.7%

16.1%

10.1%

5.6%

11.7%

11.3%

7.4%

3.8%

1%

China

n/a

n/a

n/a

0.6%

0.2%

1.3%

2.1%

8.2%

25.7%

34.5%

27.4%

Japan

n/a

n/a

n/a

1.4%

4.8%

9%

17.9%

27.8%

23.1%

13.3%

2.8%

E. For each of the following countries, do you feel that the country is a close ally of the U.S., is friendly but not a close
ally, is unfriendly but is not an enemy, or is unfriendly and is an enemy of the U.S.?
1. North Korea
Close ally of the U.S. 0.6%
Friendly, but not a
close ally of the U.S. 0.4%
Unfriendly, but not
an enemy of the U.S. 10.6%
Unfriendly, and is an
enemy of the U.S.
88.4%

2. South Korea
Close ally of the U.S. 85.8%
Friendly, but not a
close ally of the U.S. 13.4%
Unfriendly, but not
an enemy of the U.S. 0.2%
Unfriendly, and is an
enemy of the U.S.
0.6%

3. China
Close ally of the U.S. 1.5%
Friendly, but not a
close ally of the U.S. 49.6%
Unfriendly, but not
an enemy of the U.S. 44.1%
Unfriendly, and is an
enemy of the U.S.
4.8%
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4. Japan
Close ally of the U.S. 76.6%
Friendly, but not a
close ally of the U.S. 22.8%
Unfriendly, but not
an enemy of the U.S. 0.6%
Unfriendly, and is an
enemy of the U.S.
n/a

5. Building a regional free trade area with the U.S. and
East Asian countries
High priority
76.6%
Low priority
23.4%

Unification of the Korean peninsula
would be a great asset. However, it will
never happen so long as Kim Jong Un
is in power.

6. Limiting the rise of China’s power
High priority
Low priority

I. What is South Korea’s most significant socio-economic
challenge?
The demographic challenge
61.1%
The welfare challenge
9.6%
The equity challenge
19.7%
The happiness challenge
9.6%

HHH
The U.S. should continue to pressure
China to keep North Korea in check.

J. Do you think the U.S. should or should not have diplomatic relations with North Korea?
The U.S. should have diplomatic
relations with North Korea
58.9%
The U.S. should not have diplomatic
relations with North Korea
41.1%

F. The U.S. currently has about 30,000 troops in South Korea. In your view, is that too many, too few, or about right?
Too many troops
32.2%
Too few troops
2.9%
About the right amount of troops
64.9%

K. The U.S. currently has economic sanctions in place
against North Korea. Do you think it should increase
sanctions, decrease sanctions, keep sanctions at their
current level or eliminate sanctions entirely?
Increase sanctions
43.8%
Decrease sanctions
5.0%
Keep sanctions at their current level
48.4%
Eliminate sanctions entirely
2.9%

G. Do you think the U.S. should or should not maintain
long-term military bases in South Korea?
Should maintain long-term military
bases in South Korea
79.5%
Should not maintain long-term
military bases in South Korea

41.5%
58.5%

L. Do you think that the persistent tension between South
and North Korea is a major threat, a minor threat, or not
a threat at all to U.S. national security?
Major threat to U.S. national security
35.2%
Minor threat to U.S. national security
58.3%
Not a threat at all to U.S. national security 6.5%

20.5%

H. In America’s relations with South Korea, should the
U.S. place a high or low priority on each of the following:
1. Preventing North Korea from building up its
nuclear capability
High priority
95.6%
Low priority
4.4%

M. Do you think that the persistent tension between South
and North Korea is a major threat, a minor threat, or not a
threat at all to America’s allies in Northeast Asia?
Major threat to America’s allies
in Northeast Asia
62.3%
Minor threat to America’s allies
in Northeast Asia
36.9%
Not a threat at all to America’s
allies in Northeast Asia
0.8%

2. Trying to bring about regime change in North Korea
High priority
37.9%
Low priority
62.1%
3. Protecting freedom of navigation on the sea-lanes
in the region
High priority
95.4%
Low priority
4.7%

N. How likely is it that unification of the Korean peninsula will happen in the next decade?
Very likely
0.6%
Somewhat likely
8.4%
Somewhat unlikely
27.5%
Very unlikely
63.5%

4. Building a regional security alliance between the U.S.
and East Asian countries
High priority
90.3%
Low priority
9.7%
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TOPIC 6/THE UNITED NATIONS POST-2015
In 2016, the United Nations celebrated its 70th anniversary,
welcomed in its ninth secretary-general and remained alert
as the United States presidential election unfolded.
The year also marked a halfway point in the organization’s
global effort to eradicate poverty, hunger and discrimination,
as well as to ensure justice and dignity for all peoples. As
the UN’s 193 member states look back at the success of
the Millennium Development Goals, they also must assess
their needs for the organization’s Sustainable Development
Goals—a new series of benchmarks, which are set to expire
in 2030.
While balloters expressed a favorable opinion of the UN
in theory, they were less confident in its efficacy. Generally,
however, respondents supported an active role for the UN in
the world, and an active role for the U.S. in the UN. Provision
of humanitarian aid and promotion of human rights were the
areas where our readers agreed most strongly that the UN had
an important role to play. Participants thought that the UN had
a principal leadership task in confronting climate change—
one of the focus areas for the new Sustainable Development
Goals. Still, few respondents thought climate change was
the area where the UN could make the most difference when
asked to choose from a list that included human rights, humanitarian aid and peacekeeping, among other issues.
A. Have you engaged in any of the following activities
related to the United Nations Post-2015 topic?
Read the article on the UN in the
2016 Great Decisions briefing book
92.3%
Discussed the article on the UN with
a Great Decisions discussion group

81.9%

Discussed the article on the UN with
friends or family

45.7%

Followed news related to the UN

68.2%

Taken a class in which you learned
about issues related to the UN

10.2%

Have or had a job related to the UN

4.4%

None of the above

0.9%

B. How interested would you say you are in issues related
to the United Nations?
Very interested
34.4%
Somewhat interested
53.9%
Not too interested
10.9%
Not at all interested
0.9%

C. How closely have you been following news about
the United Nations?
Very closely
13.8%
Somewhat closely
53.9%
Not too closely
30.1%
Not at all closely
2.3%
D. What is your opinion of the United Nations?
Very favorable
23.8%
Somewhat favorable
53.8%
Somewhat unfavorable
17.9%
Very unfavorable
4.6%
E. How effective is the United Nations in trying to solve
the problems it faces?
Very effective
0.9%
Somewhat effective
56.8%
Not too effective
37.8%
Not at all effective
4.5%
F. Should the United Nations be in charge of the worldwide effort to combat climate change, and should all
countries, including the U.S., report to the UN on this
effort, or should it be up to individual countries to make
decisions on their own?
The United Nations should be in charge
of the effort to combat climate change
and all countries, including the U.S.,
should report to the UN on this effort
67.5%
Combating climate change should be up
to individual countries to make decisions
on their own

32.5%

G. “The UN contributes to raising the standards of living
around the world.” To what extent do you agree or disagree with this statement?
Agree strongly
20.1%
Agree somewhat
53.6%
Neither agree nor disagree
16.5%
Disagree somewhat
5.2%
Disagree strongly
4.5%
H. “The U.S. should cooperate fully with the UN.” To
what extent do you agree or disagree with this statement?
Agree strongly
32.1%
Agree somewhat
44.8%
Neither agree nor disagree
11.5%
Disagree somewhat
7.5%
Disagree strongly
4.1%
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Although the UN often has a
limited effectiveness in terms of
actual solutions, it is very important as
a forum for nations to come together to
work on the world’s problems.

I. “The UN is central to solving conflicts in the world.” To
what extent do you agree or disagree with this statement?
Agree strongly
20.1%
Agree somewhat
46.4%
Neither agree nor disagree
13.8%
Disagree somewhat
14.5%
Disagree strongly
4.8%
J. “The UN should remain headquartered in the U.S.” To
what extent do you agree or disagree with this statement?
Agree strongly
30.2%
Agree somewhat
23.8%
Neither agree nor disagree
38.1%
Disagree somewhat
4.3%
Disagree strongly
3.6%

3. Peacekeeping
Very important
Somewhat important
Not too important
Not at all important

66.7%
26.5%
5.4%
1.4%

4. Conflict prevention
Very important
Somewhat important
Not too important
Not at all important

62.5%
29.6%
5.6%
2.3%

5. Conflict resolution
Very important
Somewhat important
Not too important
Not at all important

63.0%
29.3%
5.7%
2.0%

6. Poverty alleviation
Very important
Somewhat important
Not too important
Not at all important

55.3%
36.6%
5.4%
2.7%

7. Confronting climate change
Very important
Somewhat important
Not too important
Not at all important

59.8%
26.4%
8.6%
5.2%

M. Thinking of the same list of areas, which is the one
area where the UN can make the most difference? Please
select one, or select none of the above.
Providing humanitarian aid in times of crisis
40.5%
Advocating for and protecting human rights
17.8%
Peacekeeping
13.2%
Conflict prevention
7.4%
Conflict resolution
6.5%
Poverty alleviation
6.9%
Confronting climate change
7.6%
None of the above
n/a

K. “It is important for the U.S. to be an active member
of the UN.” To what extent do you agree or disagree with
this statement?
Agree strongly
78.8%
Agree somewhat
16%
Neither agree nor disagree
2.9%
Disagree somewhat
1.4%
Disagree strongly
0.9%
L. How important is it that the UN play a role in the
following areas:
1. Providing humanitarian aid in times of crisis
Very important
81.9%
Somewhat important
15.2%
Not too important
2.0%
Not at all important
0.9%

N. Members of the UN General Assembly have agreed
on a set of principles called the Universal Declaration of
Human Rights. Some say the UN should actively promote
such human rights principles in member states. Others
say this is improper interference in a country’s internal
affairs and human rights should be left to each country.
Do you think the UN should or should not actively promote human rights in member states?
The UN should actively promote
human rights in members states
91.3%

2. Advocating for and protecting human rights
Very important
76.1%
Somewhat important
19.2%
Not too important
3.2%
Not at all important
1.6%

The UN should not actively
promote human rights in member states
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8.7%

TOPIC 7/CLIMATE GEOPOLITICS
In the past few years, the American public has become more
aware of the damage wrought by climate change. From
droughts in the west to extreme weather in the east, a rapidly
changing climate has already made its footprint in the United
States. The presidential election in 2016 proved one of the
first to emphasize debate of the issue, with the Democratic
and Republican sides diametrically opposed. How will the
next president approach this environmental crisis? And is it
too late for efforts to be effective?
Our readers displayed far more unity of opinion on climate
change than the country’s two major political parties of late.
Some 88% agreed that climate change is caused by human
activity, 77% thought tackling the problem was a moral issue,
and 91% were concerned or very concerned about global climate change. More than three-quarters approved of President
Obama’s handling of climate change, including setting federal
limits on carbon dioxide emissions. Participants said they favored political candidates who would take action in this area.
Respondents did not see combating climate change as antithetical to a strong economy. In fact, a large majority believed
that investing in alternative energy would create more jobs.
Finally, 80% of respondents saw a global leadership role for
the U.S. in tackling climate change, maintaining that developed countries have a responsibility to help poorer nations
with its effects.

Governments are created to protect
their citizens, and climate change
and environmental damage present a
clear and present danger to humanity.
Addressing them should be their No. 1
priority. Nothing is more important.
HHH
Now more than ever we need the
United Nations to assist nations to
work together on the important issues
relating to climate change.

A. Have you engaged in any of the following activities
related to the Climate Geopolitics topic?
Read the article on climate change in the
2016 Great Decisions briefing book

86.6%

Discussed the article on climate change
with a Great Decisions discussion group

77.0%

Discussed the article on climate change
with friends or family

63.2%

Followed news related to climate change

85.8%

Taken a class in which you learned about
issues related to climate change

17.9%

Have or had a job related to climate change

0.5%

None of the above

n/a

B. How interested would you say you are in issues related
to climate change?
Very interested
75.0%
Somewhat interested
22.1%
Not too interested
2.6%
Not at all interested
0.4%
C. How closely have you been following news about
climate change?
Very closely
51.8%
Somewhat closely
43.2%
Not too closely
4.6%
Not at all closely
0.4%
D. Do you think that climate change is or is not caused
by human activity?
Climate change is caused by human activity
88.4%
Climate change is not caused by human activity
11.6%
E. Do you think tackling climate change is or is not a
moral issue?
Climate change is a moral issue
77%
Climate change is not a moral issue
23%
F. How concerned are you, if at all, about global
climate change?
Very concerned
68.4%
Somewhat concerned
23.0%
Not too concerned
6.6%
Not at all concerned
2.0%
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G. To what extent do you approve or disapprove of the
way President Obama is dealing with climate change?
Strongly approve
40.8%
Somewhat approve
35.4%
Neither approve nor disapprove
8.2%
Somewhat disapprove
7.5%
Strongly disapprove
8.1%

L. To what extent do you agree or disagree with the
following statements?

H. When it comes to the new limits on carbon dioxide
emissions being set by the Obama administration and the
EPA, which comes closer to your point of view?
Action is needed because coal plants are a major source of carbon
pollution. These reductions will mean cleaner air and reduce the
health care costs associated with asthma and respiratory diseases
by billions of dollars. Significantly lowering carbon pollution is
the critical step in addressing climate change and the natural
disasters and property damage it causes. These reductions will
help create a new generation of clean energy and jobs.
						80.7%
Coal plant carbon emissions have already dropped over the last
decade and this action will mean fewer jobs. The compliance
costs for electric companies will be three times more expensive
than any current EPA regulation, which means higher prices.
Consumers and businesses will both end up paying more for
electricity. These regulations will mean only a small change to
the global climate as carbon emissions in China, India and other
developing countries will continue to rise.
						19.3%
I. All else equal, would you like the next president to be
someone who favors government action to address
climate change, or someone who opposes such action?
The next president should be someone
who favors government action to
address climate change
89.7%
The next president should be someone
who opposes government action to
address climate change

1. “It is possible to combat climate change and have a
strong economy with good jobs simultaneously; we don’t
have to choose one over the other”
Agree strongly
54.8%
Agree somewhat
31.3%
Neither agree nor disagree
7.0%
Disagree somewhat
4.4%
Disagree strongly
2.6%
2. “Taking action to combat climate change will create
more jobs because it will encourage us to innovate, invest in new technologies, and move to clean energy like
wind and solar”
Agree strongly
52.5%
Agree somewhat
30.4%
Neither agree nor disagree
7.6%
Disagree somewhat
5.7%
Disagree strongly
3.9%
3. “By refusing to take action on climage change, the
older generation is going to leave future generations to
clean up the mess of their climate pollution”
Agree strongly
66.5%
Agree somewhat
19.3%
Neither agree nor disagree
5.2%
Disagree somewhat
5.3%
Disagree strongly
3.7%
4. “Climate change is significantly increasing the
number and severity of extreme weather events such as
hurricanes, flooding, wildfires and droughts in the U.S.”
Agree strongly
59.2%
Agree somewhat
22.1%
Neither agree nor disagree
8.5%
Disagree somewhat
4.2%
Disagree strongly
5.9%

10.3%

J. A candidate who believes climate change is man-made
and action should be taken to combat it is:
Completely acceptable
73.0%
Somewhat acceptable
17.1%
Somewhat unacceptable
4.6%
Completely unacceptable
5.3%

M. When, if ever, do you think the consequences of
climate change will personally affect people like you and
your family?
It is already affecting us; in your lifetime
71.4%
In the next generation or your kids’ lifetime
17%
Not for several generations
9.0%
Never
2.6%

K. “When people ask me if I believe global warming has
been happening, I’m not qualified to debate the science
over climate change because I am not a scientist. [...]. I
am not qualified to make this decision. But I am astute
enough to understand that every proposal to deal with
climate change involves hurting our economy and killing
American jobs.” If a candidate says this, would it make
you:
More likely to vote for this candidate
14.5%
Less likely to vote for this candidate
70.7%
It would not affect how likely I would
be to vote for this candidate
14.8%

N. To what extent do you agree or disagree that
developed countries have a responsibility to help poorer
nations with the effects of climate change?
Agree strongly
53.4%
Agree somewhat
32.3%
Neither agree nor disagree
7.0%
Disagree somewhat
3.6%
Disagree strongly
3.5%
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TOPIC 8/CUBA AND THE U.S.
American and Cuban leaders today are trying to bring a relationship that was once defined by irreconcilable ideologies
into the 21st century. The U.S. announced on December 17,
2014 that it would begin taking major steps to normalize relations with Cuba, its neighbor to the south. The announcement
marked a dramatic shift away from a policy of isolation rooted
in one of the darkest moments of the Cold War: the Cuban
Missile Crisis.
Human rights in Cuba are an ongoing concern for U.S.
policymakers. But national polls have indicated that public
opinion on normalization is favorable, and the decision has
also been welcomed throughout Latin America.
Great Decisions readers reflected this attitude in their
responses: Nine out of ten approved of re-establishing
diplomatic relations. At nearly the same rate, they favored
ending the trade embargo against Cuba, although Congress
is unlikely to approve such policy any time soon.
Whether normalizing relations will result in political
change in Cuba was a more polarizing question. There was
consensus that re-establishing diplomatic relations would not
damage democracy in Cuba; however, opinions diverged on
whether the new policy would make much of a difference at
all in this area.
A. Have you engaged in any of the following activities
related to the Cuba and the U.S. topic?
Read the article on Cuba in the 2016
Great Decisions briefing book
85.6%
Discussed the article on Cuba with a
Great Decisions discussion group
78.9%
Discussed the article on Cuba with
friends or family
49.3%
Followed news related to Cuba
78.6%
Taken a class in which you learned
about issues related to Cuba
9.4%
Have or had a job related to Cuba
1.0%
Traveled to Cuba
8.0%
None of the above
0.8%
B. How interested would you say you are in issues related
to Cuba?
Very interested
45.6%
Somewhat interested
45.6%
Not too interested
8.2%
Not at all interested
0.6%
C. How closely have you been following news about Cuba?
Very closely
30.7%
Somewhat closely
54.6%
Not too closely
13.4%
Not at all closely
1.2%

D. What is your opinion of Cuba?
Very favorable
Somewhat favorable
Somewhat unfavorable
Very unfavorable

21.3%
53.3%
22.9%
2.5%

E. To what extent do you approve or disapprove of the way
Barack Obama is handling the U.S. relationship with Cuba?
Very much approve
67.5%
Somewhat approve
17.7%
Neither approve nor disapprove
4.9%
Somewhat disapprove
6.0%
Very much disapprove
3.9%
F. On December 17, 2014, the Cuban government and
the U.S. government announced that they would begin
to normalize their relations. Do you think the announcement favors Cuba more, favors the U.S. more, or favors
both equally?
Favors Cuba more
38.8%
Favors the U.S. more
4.6%
Favors both equally
57.1%
G. To what extent do you approve or disapprove of the
U.S. re-establishing diplomatic relations with Cuba?
Very much approve
74.9%
Somewhat approve
16.9%
Neither approve nor disapprove
2.7%
Somewhat disapprove
3.5%
Very much disapprove
2.1%
H. Do you think re-establishing diplomatic relations with
Cuba will lead to more democracy for Cuba, less democracy for Cuba, or it will not make much of a difference?
More democracy for Cuba
53.1%
Less democracy for Cuba
2.1%
Will not make much difference
44.8%
I. To what extent do you approve or disapprove of the
U.S. ending its trade embargo against Cuba, allowing
U.S. companies to do business in Cuba and Cuban
companies to do business in the U.S.?
Very much approve
68.7%
Somewhat approve
22.4%
Neither approve nor disapprove
2.5%
Somewhat disapprove
3.9%
Very much disapprove
2.5%
J. If travel restrictions were lifted, how likely would you
be to visit Cuba?
Very likely
20.0%
Somewhat likely
29.4%
Not too likely
31.3%
Not likely at all
19.3%
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