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OPiNiON bAllOtS have been included with the Foreign 
Policy Association’s great Decisions since 1955 to enable 
participants to make their views known. each year FPA sends 
the National Opinion Ballot Report to the White House, the 
departments of state and Defense, members of congress, the 
media and concerned citizens.

Ballots received by June 30 were tabulated by Calculogic Corporation, 61 Grand 
 Avenue, Englewood, New Jersey 07631. Design by Agnieshka Burke.  

Printed by Signature Press, Amherst Junction, WI.

Additional copies of this report may be obtained free of charge from the Foreign Policy  
Association, 470 Park Avenue South, New York, NY 10016-6819. The report can be 
 accessed at our Web site at www.fpa.org.

about Great  
Decisions balloters

How many years have you participated 
in the Great Decisions program (that 
is, attended one or more discussion 
sessions)?
1. This is the first year I have  
participated. 24%
�. i participated in one  
previous year. 14%
3. i participated in more than one  
previous year. 61%

Have you been abroad during the last 
two years?
1. yes 55%
�. no 45%

Do you know, or are you learning,  
a foreign language?
1. yes 48%
�. no 52%

What is the highest level of formal 
education you have completed?
1. some high school 0.3%
�. High school degree 3%
3. some college 10%
4. college graduate 40%
5. Advanced degree 46%

How often are you asked for your opinion 
on foreign policy matters?
1. often 17%
�. sometimes 50%
3. Hardly ever 33%

How many hours, on average, do you 
spend reading one Great Decisions 
chapter?
1. less than 1 hr.  18%
�. 1–2 hrs. 63%
3. 3–4 hrs. 17%
4. More than 4 hrs. 2%

Do you have access to the internet  
(check all that apply)?
1. yes, at home.  85%
�. yes, at work.  12%
3. yes, at school. 3%
4. yes, at the library or  
internet café. 17%
5. no. 10%

Would you say you have or have 
not changed your opinion in a fairly 
significant way as a result of taking part 
in the Great Decisions program?
1. Have 48%
�. Have not 28%
3. Uncertain 24%

Figures may not add up to 100% due to rounding off.
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“A final question. Would you put your money where your mouth is?”
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Ballot Report highlights
OPINION  BAllOTS are included in each annual great Decisions, a 112-page 
 briefi ng book prepared by the national, nonpartisan, not-for-profi t Foreign Policy 
Association. this year, 26,605 ballots were received from people who took part in 
study and discussion of eight major foreign policy issues, with approximately 3,300 
participants, on average, sending in ballots for a given topic. The fi ve states whose 
participants submitted the largest number of ballots are, in descending order, califor-
nia, Florida, Virginia, illinois and Pennsylvania.

the ballots cast by participants in the Foreign Policy Association’s study and discus-
sion program indicate:

Support for:
a	Peacebuilding as the no. 1 United nations function
a	Promoting a global public health drive to minimize the likelihood of world-

wide pandemic outbreaks
a	the U.s. attempting a genuine dialogue with iran
a	raising consumer oil and gas taxes, imposing fuel taxes and offering tax 

breaks for energy-effi cient technologies
a	turkey’s eventual acceptance into the european Union
a	india and china expanding trade channels between them
a	Providing basic health care to the largest number of Americans possible, 

some 50 million of whom are without insurance coverage

Opposition to:
a	the practice of coercive interrogation, ever
a	continuing the current policy of containing and punishing iran
a	Pressuring turkey to recognize its responsibility for the Armenian geno-

cide, although this has now become a prerequisite to accession
a	Persisting U.s. resentment about the iranian hostage crisis

Other views from our balloters:
a	“We need to give incentives to the auto industry to develop more fuel-effi -

cient autos; then give tax breaks to buyers of these autos.”
a	“iran has the potential to be a ‘pleasant surprise’ someday. crucial: correct 

analysis of intelligence about iranian internal affairs.”
a	“Why is modern turkey being asked to answer for the action of the otto-

man empire  [the Armenian genocide], which was a different government 
of a different era?...the world is full of old tragedies. they should be put in 
the past.”

a	“Most of our current problems with iran are related to dealing with radical 
elements. More emphasis should be placed on relating to and communicat-
ing with that large portion of the population that appreciates Western ideals 
and lifestyles.”
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  Topic 1/the UniteD nations: post-summit outlook

Although the UN has been under intense world scrutiny concerning many aspects of 
called-for reforms following the 2005 World summit and is on the verge of elect-

ing a new secretary general, peacebuilding seemed to be the main concern of FPA’s bal-
loters, perhaps because of the precariousness of the current situation in iraq. 

With the no. 1 function of the Un being peacebuilding, some 90% felt the establish-
ment of a Peacebuilding commission should be a leading priority. Actually, this was cre-
ated in December 2005 and in June 2006 the commission held its first meeting, its goal 
being to advise and propose integrated strategies for postconflict recovery. Our voters 
would have considered this no mean accomplishment, as in evaluating several state-
ments concerning the viability of Un reforms, almost two thirds of the balloters indi-
cated that they felt Un members tend to focus too strongly on their individual interests to 
ever reach any serious agreement on concrete steps to be taken.

Issue A. Rank each of the following UN functions in order of importance, with 
1 being most important and 5 being least important.
  #1 #2 #3 #4 #5

Peacebuilding 53% 22% 13% 8% 4%
Achieving the Millennium Development goals 19% 17% 18% 20% 26%
Protecting human rights 18% 36% 27% 14% 5%
strengthening fragile states 3% 9% 18% 32% 38%
organizing disaster relief 9% 16% 24% 25% 26%

Issue b. Do you agree or disagree with the following statements?
  yes no

1. Un staff should be hired on the basis of skills and experience,   
not because they come from a certain region or country. 92% 8%
�. A reformed, more effective Un central administration will  
take power away from developing countries represented in the  
general Assembly. 32% 68%
3. A leading Un priority should be establishment of a  
Peacebuilding commission. 89% 11%

Issue c. Evaluate the following:
 Agree Agree dIsAgree dIsAgree
  strongly  strongly

1. the Un member states focus too  
strongly on their individual interests  
to reach agreement on significant UN  
reforms. 61% 31% 7% .4%
�. reforming the Un is a continuing  
process rather than a series of discrete  
decisions. 56% 39% 5% 1%
3. the U.s. should support the Un  
Millennium Development goals by  
pledging 0.7% of gross national  
income to foreign aid. 45% 26% 23% 6%

4. When a country demonstrates that it  
cannot protect its own citizens from  
grievous harm, international intervention  
should be permitted. 60% 32% 6% 1%
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  Topic �/DealinG With iran 

Deadline after deadline from the global community has slid by in the confrontation 
between iran and the rest of the world over tehran’s insistence on its right to pur-

sue nuclear activities, but no progress has been made toward any settlement of the issue. 
Almost 100% of FPA’s voters feel that the U.s. should develop a genuine dialogue with 
iran, but this has yet to happen. over one half of all respondents think the U.s. should 
pressure the international Atomic energy Agency to get the Un security council to deal 
with iran’s nuclear program, but this tactic has so far produced no results.

in ranking the most important roadblocks to improving U.s. relations with iran, over 
two fi fths of those polled felt that America’s concern over Iran’s role in the region was 
the most signifi cant.

Issue A. Do you think  the U.S. should attempt a genuine dialogue with Iran?
yes 97%
no 3%

Issue b. Apropos of the thorny nuclear weapons issue, the U.S. should:
1. Pressure the iAeA to get the Un security council 
to take up the question of iran’s nuclear program 51%
�. rely on the eU-3 to negotiate a solution to 
the nuclear concern acceptable to all sides 45%
3. continue the current policy of containment 
and punishment 4%

Issue c. There are many roadblocks to improving U.S. relations with Iran. 
Rank the following in order of importance, with 1 being most important and 
4 being least important.

 #1 #2 #3 #4

continuing U.s. resentment about 
the hostage crisis. 6% 7% 10% 77%

U.s. distrust of iran’s religious government. 27% 26% 40% 7%

iranian distrust of U.s. motives for 
improving relations. 26% 43% 24% 6%

U.s. concerns about iran’s role 
in the region. 42% 24% 25% 9%
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   Topic 3/the enerGy Policy conUnDrUm

Americans, who spend over one million dollars on energy every minute and are 
ever-dependent on overseas fuel sources, have just witnessed foreign energy sup-

plies coming at higher and higher prices and the challenge of figuring out how supplies 
can keep up with demand at relatively conscionable costs has become more and more 
urgent. of those participating in our nationwide poll, almost 45% considered the devel-
opment of alternative energy technologies to be the no. 1 priority for U.s. policymakers 
struggling with the problem of meeting consumption demands, followed next by the 
need to control U.s. energy consumption.

over two thirds of FPA’s ballot participants are for raising oil and gas prices and 
increasing fuel taxes for all. More than 80% of the voters feel that corporations should 
be given tax breaks for developing energy-efficient technologies.

Issue A. Prioritize the following challenges for U.S. policymakers, rating the 
highest priority as 1 and the lowest priority as 5.

 #1 #2 #3 #4 #5

controlling U.s. energy consumption 31% 29% 20% 8% 11%

Developing alternative energy technologies 44% 33% 16% 5% 2%

securing current sources of oil and gas 3% 6% 14% 39% 37%

seeking new sources of oil and gas 4% 10% 16% 33% 36%

Decreasing U.s. dependence on  
foreign energy sources 19% 22% 33% 13% 12%

Issue c. Are the following measures acceptable for ensuring that U.S. energy 
supplies meet demands? 

 yes no

raise consumer oil and gas prices. 68% 32%

raise fuel taxes for all sectors of society. 67% 33%

offer corporations tax breaks for developing  
energy efficient technologies. 86% 14%

ease environmental restrictions on fuel  
exploration and extraction. 26% 74%

trade U.s. political support for energy  
deals abroad. 34% 66%

Maintain military options for securing  
energy supplies. 23% 76% 
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Topic 4/braZil:
invented pasts and hoped-for futures

Relations between the two greatest democratic and ethnically diverse societies of the 
Americas reached a new low in August when the Bush Administration announced 

plans to reconsider excluding Brazil and 12 other countries from the generalized system 
of Preferences program, which allows free treatment for thousands of products from des-
ignated developing countries.

Brazil, which has recently become an agricultural powerhouse, has led the protest 
calling for the U.s. to cut its large farm subsidies, while the U.s. continues to lead the 
demand for bigger cuts in farm tariffs. over 40% of those polled thought the similarity 
of Brazil and the U.s. being dominant regional economies was the most crucial avenue 
of mutual understanding needed for good relations, followed by the possession of large 
domestic markets by both countries. 

Issue A. By adopting a U.S. model of higher education, Brazil’s former military 
government… 

  Agree dIsAgree

sowed seeds of democratic development 92% 8%

initiated an era of academic purges and 
social turmoil 48% 52%

Miscalculated the political results of 
progressive education 74% 26%

opened the way for Marxist opposition 44% 55%

Undermined the stability of military rule 77% 23%

Issue b. Rank the following similarities between Brazil and the U.S. as avenues of 
mutual understanding:

 #1 #2 #3 #4 #5 #6

Dominant regional economy 42% 19% 15% 9% 8% 7% 

large immigrant population 13% 15% 21% 30% 12% 7%

Heritage of African slavery 5% 10% 10% 16% 29% 30%

settler domination of 
indigenous populations 6% 9% 12% 17% 28% 28%

large domestic market 24% 33% 15% 12% 10% 6%

complex federal system 12% 15% 26% 15% 12% 20%
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   Topic 5/hUman riGhts  
in an aGe of terrorism

A fierce debate has raged for months over the U.s. treatment of terror suspects, with 
the President and three prominent Republican senators at odds over defining and 

implementing key elements in the U.s.’s detention policy. A piece of compromise legis-
lation on the handling of terrorism suspects seemed headed for passage by both houses 
just before their adjournment for midterm elections.

A solid one half of all balloters believe that torture is never acceptable under any 
circumstances whatsoever and almost two thirds strongly agreed with the bill originally 
introduced by Mccain, now an amendment, banning the use of “cruel, inhuman and 
degrading treatment.”

Issue A. Do you think coercive interrogation is an acceptable practice: 

 yes no

1. When a government needs  
information in order to save lives?  33% 67% 
�. When high government officials  
authorize it?  13% 87% 
3. if the type of coercion is not  
life-threatening?  30% 70% 
4. if conducted by military authorities  
in a situation of armed conflict?  26% 74%

5. Whenever it is likely that the lesser  
evil of torture will prevent a  
greater evil?  27% 73% 
�. never?  49% 51% 

Issue b.  Senator John McCain (R-AZ) introduced a bill in fall �005 requiring 
humane treatment for all detainees in U.S. custody.  President Bush threatened 
to veto the bill.  Do you: 
1. strongly agree with senator Mccain’s bill 70%

�. Agree with the bill 22%

3. Disagree with the bill 7%

4. strongly disagree with the bill 1%

Issue c. Should a special prosecutor be appointed to investigate whether senior 
U.S. officials have been involved in abuses at the Abu Ghraib and Guantánamo 
prisons?
yes 78%

no 22%
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Topic �/inDia anD china:
competition and cooperation

The solid economic growth shared by india and china, according to more than 40% 
of our voters, has been responsible for the development of friendly relations be-

tween these very different Asian giants, the two likely new major global players.
Bilateral trade between the U.s. and china has in recent years been soaring at a 

fast clip—expected to reach $300 billion in 2010. china is now india’s second-largest 
trading partner, after the U.s., and trade between the two grew to almost $19 billion in 
2005. Almost 60% of FPA’s ballot fi lers agree strongly that both India and China will 
benefi t from the expansion of trade channels between them.

Issue A. Rank the following characteristics, shared by China and India, for their 
contribution to a transition from troubled bilateral relations to friendly relations. 
Use 1 for the most important factor and 5 for the least important factor. 

  #1 #2 #3 #4 #5

effective diplomatic ties 33% 26% 22% 12% 7%

solid economic growth  43% 27% 19% 7% 3%

international credibility and prestige 7% 19% 26% 25% 23%

Military security 2% 7% 14% 29% 47%

territorial stability 15% 20% 19% 26% 19%

Issue b. Do you agree with the following statements?

  Agree Agree dIsAgree dIsAgree
  strongly  strongly

1. relinquishing control 
over tibet will serve 
china’s global interests.  56% 23% 19% 2%

�. india should continue 
building relations with 
Myanmar, despite the 
latter’s pariah ruling junta. 72% 9% 16% 2%

3. taiwan should declare 
sovereignty and force 
resolution of china’s 
territorial claim. 21% 5% 48% 26%

4. Both india and china 
will benefi t from 
expansion of the trade 
channels between them. 41% 58% 1% 0.2%

5. “containing” china 
politically and 
economically will serve 
india’s interests. 26% 3% 59% 12%

�. if india develops closer 
ties with china, india-
Pakistan relations will 
improve. 56% 6% 37% 2% 
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  Topic �/PanDemics anD national secUrityTopic 7/tUrkey: 
on Europe’s verge?

In Turkey’s European Union accession process, Washington sees an opportunity for 
Ankara to democratize, improve its human rights record and modernize its economy. 

Almost 90% of our balloters see turkey’s economic development since 2000 and its 
bid for eU membership as strengthening turkish-American relations. yet turkey’s non-
movement on the cyprus issue and nonrecognition of its responsibility for the Armenian 
genocide are currently seen as serious roadblocks to eU accession, although FPA voters 
didn’t seem to sense the gravity of these two challenges, as they ranked them as the least 
important of the problems facing the country.

Despite the many obstacles facing turkey’s eU accession, Ankara’s ambassador to 
the eU has said that his country would continue to carry out legal reforms necessary 
to meet its goal of eU membership. 

Issue A. Is the EU justified in predicating Turkish accession, in part, on changes 
in the following areas?
 yes no

1. Democratic development 89% 11% 
�. turkish military operations 64% 36%
3. Human rights 89% 11%
4. economic policies and practices 87% 13% 
5. issues associated with turkey’s Muslim identity 45% 55%

Issue b. How do the following factors affect Turkey’s relations with the U.S.?
 strengthen weAken no effect

1. turkey’s economic  
development since 2000 87% 5% 8% 
�. turkey’s current political structure 60% 26% 14%

3. Turkey’s demographic profile 40% 29% 31% 
4. turkish secularism 77% 13% 10%

5. turkey’s bid for eU membership 88% 5% 7%

Issue c. Prioritize the following challenges faced by Turkey, with 1 being the 
most critical problem to resolve and 5 being the least important problem. 

  #1 #2 #3 #4 #5

reaching a peaceful settlement with  
the Kurdish minority living in turkey 33% 36% 22% 8% 1%

stabilizing the country’s religious  
identity 13% 19% 23% 24% 20%

resolving the cyprus question  
with greece 11% 21% 27% 32% 9%

Officially recognizing the Armenian  
genocide 3% 6% 12% 20% 59%

Modernizing the country’s economic  
structures 41% 19% 15% 16% 10%
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  Topic �/PanDemics anD national secUrity

According to Dr. Michael Osterholm, infectious disease specialist who was ap-
pointed in 2005 to the newly established national science Advisory Board for Bi-

osecurity, the “pandemics of infl uenza are like earthquakes, hurricanes and tornadoes. 
they will occur over some time, yet they’re unpredictable….[W]e are overdue for an-
other pandemic of infl uenza.” He laments the lack of preparedness that unfortunately 
persists and points out the fact that “the one just-in-time economy has really eliminat-
ed…borders.” 

three quarters of gD balloters felt that the top government health-care priority 
should be to provide everyday health care to the largest number of Americans possible. 
However, those same voters by 66% elected to increase sharply federal spending on 
defenses against predictable, naturally emerging and potentially terrorist-propagated 
diseases and by 91% to promote a global public health drive to minimize the likelihood 
of worldwide pandemic outbreaks.

Issue A. In the current climate of uncertainty, precedence in money, time and 
effort for governmental health agencies should be accorded to: 
  #1 #2 #3

Providing essential, everyday health care to the largest 
number of Americans possible, 50 million 
of whom are without insurance coverage. 70% 16% 14%

Doing everything possible to prepare for the 
high-mortality pandemic that epidemiologists 
warn is so long overdue. 23% 58% 18%

investing in defenses against the very real, 
if uncertain, threat of fatal contagions deliberately 
spread by bioterrorists. 7% 25% 67%

Issue b. Should a deadly disease outbreak occur, no matter the source, federal 
authorities should be given the emergency powers required, however draconian, 
to establish quarantines, mandate vaccinations and enforce all necessary mea-
sures.
1. Agree 68%

�. Disagree 32%

Issue c. Do you support or oppose the following measures for responding to the 
possibility of security-threatening pandemic illness?
 yes no

1. creating, at government expense, a surge capability to 
produce vaccines, antivirals and other medicines. 88% 12%

�. Promoting fi nancially and practically a global public health drive 
to minimize the likelihood of worldwide pandemic outbreaks. 91% 9%

3. Donating U.s. stockpiles of vaccines to help isolate and 
contain a focal point of pandemic infl uenza in, say, Southeast Asia. 80% 19%

4. increasing sharply federal spending on defenses against predictable,
 naturally emerging and potentially terrorist-propagated diseases. 66% 34%

5. empowering federal agencies, including the military, in advance 
to take any and all measures required to contain and subdue a pandemic. 57% 43% 
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